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Ahora biefif dho el CurOf traedme^ Minor huUpedf agueso$ 
iibroSf que hs qukro ver. Que me places respondi6 el^ y en* 
^irando^ en su aposento^ tach dil una maletilla vieja cerrada 
eon una cadenillOf y abriindolof hallS en ella tren libros grandet 
y unos papeles de muy huena letra etcritos de ifiana.-— DON 
Quixote, Parte I. Capitulo SS. 

• ^ - * • 

It is mighty wd^ said th^ priest; -pray, landlord^ bring me 
those books, for I have a mind to see them. With all my 
heart, answered the host;, and^ going to his chamber, he 
brought out a little old cloke-bag, with a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took out three large volumes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character.— Jarvis's 
Trarulatian. 



TALE II. 



OLD MORTALITY. 



CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary. 

Why seeks he with unwearied toil 
Through death's dim walks to urge his way. 

Reclaim his long^asserted spoils 
And lead oblivion into day ? 

LANGHORins. 

**'iViosr readers,*' says the Manuscript of 
Mr Pattieson, ** must have witnessed with 
delight the joyous burst which attends 
the dismissing of a village-scliool on a fine 
summer evening. The buoyant spirit of 
childhood, repressed with so much diffi-* 
culty during the tedious hours of disci- 
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pline, may then be seen to explode, as it 
were, in shout, and song, and frolic, as 
the little urchicu^ join in groups on their 
play»ground, and arrange their matches of 
sport for the evening. But there is one 
individual who partakes of the relief af- 
forded by the moment of dismission, whose 
feelings are not so obvious to the eye of 
the spectator, or so<^pt to receive his sym» 
pathy. I mean the teacher himself, who, 
stunned with the hum, and suffocated with 
the closeness of his school-room, has spent 
the whole day (himself against a host) 
in controuling petulance, exciting indiffe* 
rence to action, striving to enlighten Stu* 
pidity, and labouring to soften obstinacy ; 
and whose very powers of intellect have 
been confounded by hearing the same dull 
lesson repeated a hundred times by rote, 
and only varied by the various blunders of 
the reciters. Even the flowers of classic 
genius, with which his solitary fancy is 
most gratified, have been rendered de- 
graded, in his imagination, by their con- 



OLD MORTALITr« O 

nectloQ with tearst with errors, and with 
puuUhment ; so that the Eclogues of Vir- 
gil and Odes of jHorace are each insepara* 
Uy allied in association with the sullen 
figure and^ monotonous recitation of some 
blubbering school-boy. If to these men* 
tal 4iistre^ses are added a delicate frame 
of body, and a mind aittbitious of some 
higher distinction than that of being the 
tyrant of childhood, the reader may have 
9ome alight .conceptkHi of the relief which 
a solitary walk, in the cool of a fine sum» 
merr^vening, aiforda to the head which 
has ached, and the nerveis whidi hare 
been shattered, for so many hours, in ply* 
ing the irksome task of public instruc- 
tion* 

^* To me these evening strcrils have been 
the happiest hours of an unhappy life; 
and if any gentle reader shall hereafter 
find pleasure in perusing these ^lucubra- 
tionS| I am not unwilling he should know, 
that tlie plan of them lias been usually 
traced in thoie moments, when relief from 
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toil and ^olamour, combined with the quiet 
scenery around me, has disposed my mind 
to the task of composition. 
. " My chief haunt in these hours of 
golden leisure, is the banks of the small 
stream, which, winding through a ^ lone 
vale of green bracken,' passes in front of 
the village school-house of Gandercleuch. 
For the first quarter of a mile, perhaps, I 
may be disturbed from my meditations, in 
order to return the scrape, or doffed bon» 
nety of such stragglers among my pupils 
as fish for trouts or minnows in the little 
brook, . or seek rushes and wild-flowers 
by its Qiargin. But, beyond the space 
I have mentioned, the juvenile anglers 
do not, after sun-set, voluntarily extend 
their excursions. The cause is, that far* 
Uier up the narrow valley^ and in a recess 
which seems scooped out of the side' of 
the^teep heathy bank, there is a deserted 
burial-ground which the little cowards are 
fearful of approaching in the twilight. 
To me, however, the place has an inex* 
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pressible charm. It lias been long the fa^ 
vourite termination of my walks, and, if 
my kind patron forgets not his promise, 
will (and probably at no very distant day) 
be my final resting-place after my mortal 
pilg-rimage.* 

** It is a spot which possesses all the so« 
lemnity of feeling attached to a burial- 
ground, without exciting those of a more 
un pleasing description. Having been very 
little used for many years, the few hil- 
locks which rise above the level plain are 
covered with the same short velvet turf. 
The monuments, of which there are not 
above seven or eight, are half sunk in the 



• Note by Mr Jedediah Cleishbotham. — That I kept 
my plight in this melancholy matter with my deceased 
and lamented friend, appeareth from a handsome head^* 
stone, erected at my proper charges in this spot, bear* 
ing the name and calling of Peter Pattieson, with the 
date of his nativity and sepulture, with a testimony of 
his merits, attested by myself, as his superior and j^ 
tron.— J. C. 
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gtotmd and ovetgtt^A with rhos*. No 
newty^ereeted fowib diitorti* the sohtt sc- 
lenity of ouf feffebtiotis by rc^indirtg us 
«f reient calawHy, aiid no fank-sprihgrng 
grass fd.roe^ Upotf oufinhfagi Nation the re- 
collectioiii that it owes its dark Itt:^uriance 
10 the foal and fe&tertng remnants of 
JksortalliQr which feritient beneath. The 
diisy whidh sprmlclds the* sod^ and the 
Iretre-bdl wbi^h hangs oV*f it^ derive their 
^iire nottrif^hmgnft from the dew of Hea^ 
ymii fnd their growth idfipresses us with 
ilo degrading or disgusting recollections'. 
JDeath had indeed b^n here, and its traces 
ntfi l^fore us ; but they are softened and 
deprived of their horror by our distance 
from the period when they have been first 
impj'essed. Those who sleep beneath are 
oaiy. connected with us by the reflection 
that they have once been Mrhat we now 
are, and that, as their reliques are now 
identified with their mother earth, ours 
fiball^ at some future period, undergo the 
same transformation. 
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• 

^ Yet, although the moss has been coV 
ieoted ou the most modi^ni oftb«M;huvi|» 
ble tOttibs during four genrrations of lufto- 
ktfid, the metmciry of some of those who 
'sleep beneath them U stitl held, in rere- 
roftd ^remembrance. It.i&.true, that^'upon 
the largest, and, .Ui an antiquary^ th6 wOst 
intereattng monument of the group,, which 
bears this effigies of a doughty kiiig^t ia 
bte iiood of mail, with hks .shield hanging 
on his> breast, the . arpiorial beanngs are 
defaced by time^ jaad a few worn-out letters 
vmy be send at; the pleasure of: .the decy*^ 
pheirer* Dm* Johan ^^ ^a dt Homely «* ^ -'. or 
JoAm^-zf d€ Lamd i/-.^.^ AxxdM is also true^ 
that of another tomb richly jculftured with 
an ornamented cross, mitre, ^md pastoral 
staff,, tradition only can avetf that a certain 
nameless Bishop lies interred there. But 
upon othor two stones which lie beside, 
^may still bel read in rude prose, and rUder 
id^Fnae, 'the- history of those who tie beneatb 
them. They belong, we are assured by 

A 2 
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the epitaph, to the class of persecuted 
'Presbyterians who afforded a melancholy 
mibject for history, in the times of Charles 
il. and his successors.* In returning from 
the battle of Pentland Hills, a party of 
the insurgents bad been attacked in this 
jjlen by a small detachment of the King's 
troopSy. and three or four either killed in 
the skirmish, or shot after being made 
-prisoners, as rebels taken with arms in 
their hands. The peasantry continue to 
attach to the tombs of those victims of 
prelacy an honour which they do not ren. 
der to 'more splendid mausoleuiiis ; and, 
when they point them out to their sons, 
and narrate the fate of the sufferers, usuaL 
ly conclude, by exhorting them to be 
ready, should times call for it, to resist to 



' * J^meSf Seventh King of Sootland of that name, 
and Second according to the numeration of the Kings 
•f England.— J* €• 
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the death in the cause of civil and religi- 
ous liberty, like their brave foreiktbers. 

** Although I am far from venerating the 
peculiar tenets asserted by those who call 
themselves the followers of those men, and 
whose intolerance and narrow-minded bi- 
gotry are at least as conspicuous as their 
devotional zeal, yet it is without depreci- 
ating the memory of those sufferers, many 
of whom united the independent senti- 
ments of a Hampden with the suffering 
zeal of an Hooper or Latimer. On the 
cyther hand it would be unjust to forget, 
that many even of those who had been 
most active in crushing what they con- 
ceived the rebellious and seditious spirit 
of those unhappy wanderers, displayed, 
when called upon themselves to suffer for 
their political and religions opinions, the 
same daring and devoted zeal, tinctured, 
in their case, with chivalrous loyalty, as in 
the former with republican enthusiasm. 
It has often been remarked of the Scottish 
character, that the stubbornness with 
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which it IB moQlded shews most to tLAvkxt- 
tage in adversity, when it seems afcin- to 
tht native sj^camore of their hills, which 
scorns to be biassed in its modt of growth 
even by the influence of the prevailing 
Ivind, but, shooting ks branches with 
equal boldness in every direction, shews 
Tio weather-side to the storm, and may be 
t)roken, ^ut can never be bended. It must 
-bie understood that I speak of tny country- 
'.teen as they fall under ttiy own observa- 
tion^ When in foreign cotmtries, I ba\-e 
been informed that they are more docile. 
^But it is time to return from this digres- 
-iion. 

'• One summer evening, as in a stroH, 
.Such as 1 have described, I approached this 
deserted mansion of the dead, I was some- 
-what surprised to bear sounds distinct from 
^ those which usually sooth its solitude, the 
•gentle chidtng, namely, of the brook, and 
• the sighing of the wind in the booghs of 
'three gigantic ash-trees, which mark the 
t cemetery. The clink of a hammer was, 
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upcm this occtBiotty diskinctly heard, and 
I eotettehied some altrm: that a mgroiv 
dike^ long oK^ditated by the two propri#^ 
tot$' who»e ertatrs- were divided by ny 
jatourite broolc, iraa about to be dn»ni 
Dp the gleoi in order to wbetitute ttf^'rdi^ 
tilioear deformity for the graceful wii|Mlr 
iog of the natural boundary.^ AB^l<%jh 
jfloathed I wat agreeably undeorivedr Au 
4M inan was seated npop the monopeotef 
the slaughtered pneebyterians^ aadibusHgr 
•employed w deepening^ with his ehieisl^ the 



—i^mm 



*I deem it fitting that the readee Abuld t>e sppriBecl, 
iSiftt this limitary bomidary bettreto tiVe co n tt tmtnbqs 
lietttible property of ^ hMOur tlie LaM- of Ganger- 
.cleuehy aad bis hoBour the Laird of Giwedab, was to 
Jiave been io fashion an agg<r^ or rather muhu of unce- 
mented granite, calledi by the vulgar^ a dri^'Mahe-ditet 
turmoonted, or coped, cespHe viridi^ u e. with a sod* 
turf; IVuly their honours fell into discord concerning 
two roods of marshy ground^ near the cava ealUrd the 
Be^htU's Beild j; and the coatroyersy^ having some years 
by-gone been removed from before- the judges of the 
land, (with whom it abode long,} even unto the Great 
City of London and the Assembly of the Nobfes Ibei^- 
itt^ isy-as-I may say, ^nc in fetfinHe^e^i €• 
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letters of the inscription^ which, aonoun- 
cing, in scriptural language, the promised 
blessings of futurity to be the lot of the 
slain, anathematized the. murderers with 
corresponding violence. . A blue bonnet 
of unusual dimensions covered the grey 
iiairs of the pious workman. His dress 
was a large eld-fashioned coat, of the 
coarse cloth called hoddin-gr^f usually 
worn by the elder, peasants, with waistcoat 
and breeches of the same ; and the whole 
suit, thouglj^ill ill tiecent repair, had ob- 
vibusly-^een a train of long^ service. Strong 
cUnfted shoes, studded with hob-nails, and 
/gramochtSy or legginSf made of thick black 
cloth, completed his equipment. Beside 
him, fed among the graves, a poney, the 
companion of his journey, whose extreme 
whiteness, as well as its projecting bones 
and hollow eyes, indicated its antiquity. 
It was harnessed in the most simple man- 
ner, with a pair of branks, and hair tether, 
or halter, and a sunk^ or cushion of straw, 
instead of bridle and saddle. A canvas 
pouch hung around the neck of the ani- 
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malt for the purpose, probably, of contain- 
ing the rider's tools^ and any thing else he 
might have occasion to carry with him. 
Although { had never seen the old man be- 
fore, yet, f^m the singularity of his em« 
ployment, and the style of his equipage, I 
bad no difficulty in. recognizing a religious 
itinerant whom I had often heard talked 
of, and who was k^id^^ in various parts of 
Scotland by the title of Old Mortality. 

*' Where this mau was born, or what was 
bis real name, I have never been able to 
Jearn; nor are the motives which made him 
desert his home, and adopt the erratic mode 
of life which he pursued, known to me ex« 
cept very generally. According to the be- 
lief of most people, he was a Dative of 
either the county of Dumfries or Gallo* 
way, and lineally descended from some of 
those champions of the Covenant whose 
deeds and sufferings were his favourite 
theme. He is said to have held, at one pe« 
riod of his life, a small moorland farm ; 
but, whether from pecuniary losses, or do^ 
me»tic misfortune, he had long renounced 
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tkei; and every other gainful catUing. Is 
the: languagie of Scriptttre^ he ; left hii 
hoiiie^ bb hotne^ aari his kin<ired^ abd wa» 
4et-ed ahbut uakii the day of his destb^ a 
pe«iod,: il is satd, of nyeatly tbirty years^ 
1 /' Diirtog.this loog pilgri itoage, the piolia 
eathumst regulated bis circuit so as annii^ 
uUf 40 ivtsti the gralFcs: of the unfbrtuiiate 
Coveoantefi who sttffered hy thd aword, .or 
by the execillkilii^iV during the reigua of 
ibo kwo.Jaat.oiofiarcha of the Stoari hno* 
iXhf 86 l«a ihGttfc ;tiuQierAua m :the iwesterti 
districte of A^x^ GaUow^^:afid Dumfitea; 
but they 9re also to ba found in otin^r 
parte of Scotkadft wherever; the fugitives 
had^fbughty ior falkn, m suiSered by mi\i^ 
tary or civil eseaitiQiu T^eir tombs are 
often apart from all hnman habitation, in 
the remotr moors and wilds to: which tl)e 
mranderers had fled for coacealment. But 
iffaemver theiy existed. Old Alortality was 
sure to vi^t them* whea bisr annual. round 
brought tiiem within his reach. ^ Ia the 
most k)9el(y tecessea of . the nountams, ^the 
tnoQi^f£nii»lt j^iootei^.faaS' bec».,oft«s au^U 
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nei to fiikd him l>tisied in cleaning the mosft 
frUtti thi grey stdii^ renewing with his 
chiMl the^balfv-dt^f^ted inscriptions^ and 
t^i^ilg'Vhe.enibli^nis of dearth with which 
tteke simple monuments^^te ustrally adorn- 
cfdL " Mottles 6f the. most sincere, though 
firiciftil de^Miem, indaced the old man to 
dcfdicate so many years of existence to 
pcfrfo^ifi this tribote to the memory of the 
dactesedwiitiofs of the church. He con* 
sideted hiteself as fulfilling a sacred dutyt 
while renewing to' the eyes of posterity the 
decaying emblems of the zeal and suffer- 
ings of their forefathers, and thereby trim* 
ming» as it were, the beacon*light vrhich 
was to- warn future gen^Rtions to defend 
their religion even unto blood. 

^' In all his wanderings, the old pilgrini 
never seemed to need, or was known «t6 
accept, pecuniary assistance. It is tru6 
his wants were very fcv, for wherever he 
went, be found ready quarters in the house 
of som6 Gamerotfian of his own sect, or of 
some other religious personu The hospita- 

lity wfaieh wtis reverentially paid to him be 



18 TALhS OF ICY LANDLORD. 

always acknowledged, bv repairing the 
gravestones (if there existed any) belong- 
ing to the family or ancestors of his host^ 
As the wanderer was usually to be seen 
bent on this pious task within the pre* 
cincts of some country church-yard, or rer 
clined on the solitary tombstone among the 
heath, disturbing the plover and the blacky 
cock with the clink of his chisel and mal*' 
Iet> with his old white poney grazing by his 
side» he acquired^ from his converse among 
the dead, the popular appellation of Old 
Mortality." ; . 

** The character of such a man could hav^ 
in it little connection even with innocent 
gaiety. Yet, among those of his own re- 
ligious persuaision, he is reported to ha,ffi 
been chearful. The descendants of perse* 
cutors, or those whom he supposed guilty 
of entertaining similar tenets, and the 
scoffers at religion by whom he was some- 
times assailed, he usually termed thf 
generation of vipers. Conversing with 
others, he was grave and sententious, not 
without a cast pf severity^ But be is said 
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never to have been observed to give way 
to violent passion, excepting upon one oo 
casion^ when a mischievous truant-boy de- 
faced with a stone the nose of a cherub^s 
face which the old man was engaged in re« 
touching. I am in general a sparer of the 
rod, notwithstanding the maxim of Solo- 
inon^ for which school-boys have little 
reason to thank his memory; but j^ this 
occasion 1 deemed it proper to shew that 
I did not hate the child. But I must re- 
turn to the circumstances attending my 
first interview with this interesting enthu- 
siast. 

<< In accbsting Old Mortality, I did not 
fail to pay respect to his years and his 
principles, beginning my address by a re- 
spectful apology for interrupting bis la- 
bours. The old man intermitted the ope- 
ration of the chisel, took off his spectacles 
and wiped them, then replacing them on his 
nosey acknowledged my courtesy by a suit- 
able return. Encouraged .by his afFability, 
I intruded upon him some questions con- 
cerning the sufferers upon whose monu- 
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m^iit he was now employed. To talk of 
tbe exploits of the Coveaaoters was the 
deligbt^.a^ totrepak theuT; iiBontfiiieDts wail 
the biKSiiie^^ of his life. He wais profuse 
iathe commuenieation of aU the mindte iii- 
feimatHm which he had cotledted concern^ 
iiig:thjein^ their w^rs^ and their v^nder^ 
ip&A One would; almost hai>e supposed 
he mast: have been their conteifipora^y,^ 
and have actually beheld the passaged 
whi^h he: related,, so. mudi had^ he identi*^ 
fied hi9> feelings and opiniobs whh theirs,^ 
aad so much had his narrtiitives the circum^ 
stantiality of an eye-'Witness. 

** ' W^/ he said, in a tone of exultation^ 
* we arc} the only true whigs» Carnal men^ 
have assunf>ed that triumf^nt appetlatioHj^ 
following him .whoise> kingdom is of this 
world. WJfiich of them would sitsix hours 
on a wet hill side to bear a godly sermon ? 
I trow an hour o*t wad staw them. They 
are ne^er a hair better than them that 
shame na to tak :upon thenvsels the perse- 
cuting n^me of blude* thirsty tories. Self* 
seekcsfs ;ili.€^ theai >stxivers afieir wealtht' 
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IK^wer, And worldly ambittaDy and forget^ 
lers alike of what has been dree'd and dont 
by Ibe mi^ty.men who stood in the gap 
in the gnat day of wrath. Nae wonder 
they . dread tbe accomplishment of what 
was. spoken fay the mouth of the worthy 
Mr Pedeo, ^that precious servant of the 
I^rd> none .of whose words fell to the 
ground) that the £renoh monaies* sail vise 
113 fast in the ^glena of Ayr^ and the Kemis 
iff Gallowa^^ as ever the Higblandmi^ 
did in 1677* ^nd now they are gripping 
to the. bow and to the spear, when they 
auld b ^mbuiTQing for a sinfu' land and a 
broken covenant.' 

'' Soothing the. old man by letting jhis' pe- 
culiar opinions pass without contradiCtioOi 
and anxious ito prolong conversation with 
so sti^lar a character^ I prevailed upon 
him to accept that hospitality which Mr 
Cleishbotham is alw^s willing to extend 

* Pk-obablj monsieurs. It would seem this was spoken 
daring the i^prehensions of invasioD ficom Fraacet— 
Publiiheru 

10 
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to those who need it. In our way to th<? 
schoolmaster's house, we called at the 
Wallace Inn, where I was pretty certain I 
should find my patron about that hour of 
the evening. After a courteous inter- 
change of civilities, Old Mortality was, 
with difficulty, prevailed upon to join his 
host in a single glass of liquor, and that on 
condition- that he should be permitted to 
name the pledge, which* he prefaced with 
^grace of about five minutes, and then^ 
with bonnet doffed and eyes uplifted, 
drank to the memory of those heroes of 
the Kirk who had first uplifted her banner 
upon the mountains. As no persuasion 
could prevail on him to extend his convi- 
viality to a second, cup, my patron accom* 
panied him home, and accommodated him 
in the prophet's chamber, as it is his plea- 
sure to call the closet which holds a spare 
bed, and which is frequently a place of re- 
treat for the poor traveller.* 

* He might have added, and for the rich b\zo, since^ 
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. , ^^ The next day I took leave of Old Mor« 
tftUty, who seemed affected by the unusual 
Attention with which I had cultivated his 
Hccjuaintance and listened to his conver- 
sation. After he had mounted, not with- 
out difficulty 9 the old white poneyt he 
took me by the hand and said, * The bless- 
ing of our Master be with you, young 
man. My hours are like the ears of the 
latter harvest, and your days are yet in the 
spring ; and yet you may be gathered in^ 
Uie garner of mortality before me, for tnl 
sickle of death cuts down the green as oft 
as the. ripe, and there is a colour in your 



I laud my stars, the great of the earth have also taken 
harbourage in my poor domicQe. And, (luring the ser- 
Tice of my hand- maiden, Dorothy, who was buxom and 
comely of aspect, his Honour the Laird of Smackawa, 
in his peregrinations to and from the metropolis, was 
wont to prefer my prophet's chamber even to the sand- 
ed chamber of dais in the Wallace Inn, and to bestow 
a mutchkin, as he would jocosely say, to obtain the 
freedom of the house, but in reality to assure himself of 
my company during the evening— J. C* 

6 



cb<Kk, tbai;^ like.itbe bud /of thejrose, wh^ 
ti^h;oft^: hidd the .WQim of CDrruptidnu 
Whor^foiTe .k^^Hir a^^ one vho knoivetb 
opt wbjsn bis oiabter calleth., iAjid if ^ be 
my lot. to .tiOtMLcn to tbis iviUage . after }^ 
9&^ gime hame to mjouc aiq placiei these 
aul4 livid)ereji.baiidAiWiU.frame a staueoi 
cnismoriMy >thait . your tiamfi iinay iuot ferfsii 
ftom among tbe people.' 

*^ I : thanl^jed Old Mortality for liis feind 
iotetitiods in my behalfi and faea^ f^ 
$lgb» inoty I tbuak» of r^cet so much, as of 
t^QaJgiaalioDi to tbink of the .chance that L 
wight :$oqn ifequire. bis good o^qes. But 
thoughi in all human probability, he did 
not err in supposing that my span of life 
miyiht dbddged in youtb, he had overe- 
stimated the period of his own pilgrim- 
age on earth. Jt is now: .some years since 
lie. has been ipissecj ia ?^11 bis usual ha,un,fs^ 

while iPPPfc. ,liGb§Jb;*p4 idjSfiF-bair, are fas*./ 
Goverii^i^tbaieiStoaes^a'dleansa which had^ 
been the bininesis of his life. About the 
beginning of this century he closed his 
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nfiortal toils, being found on the highway 
near Lockerby, in Dumfries shire, exhaust- 
ed and just expiring. The old white poney, 
the companion of all his wanderings, was 
standing by the side of his dying master.' 
Hiere was found about his person a sum 
of money sufficient for his decent inter- 
ment, which serves to shew that his death > 
was in no ways hastened by violence or* 
by want. Tlie common people- still re- 
gard his memory with great respect ; and 
niany are of opink)n, that the stones 
which he repaired will not again require 
the assistance of the chiseK They even- 
assert, that on the tombs where the man- 
lier of the nvartyrs' murder is recorded, 
their names have remained indelibly legi- 
htt sinte the death of Old Mortality, while 
those of the persecutors, sculptured on the* 
same momiments; havfe been entirely de» 
faced. It is hardly necessary to say that 
this is a fond imagination, and that^ since 
the tifffe of the pious pilgrini, the monu-' 

VOLi II. « • 
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xnents which were the objects of his carf- 
are hastening, like all earthly memorials^ 
into ruin or decay. ^ 

** My readers will of course understand, 
that, in embodj^ing into one compressed . 
narrative many of the anecdotes which I 
had the advantage of deriving from Old^ 
Mortalityi I have been far from adopting 
either his style, his opinions, or even his 
facts, so far as they appear to have beea^ 
distorted by party prejudice. I have en* 
deavoured to correct or verify them from 
the most authentic sources of tradition, 
afforded by the representatives of either 
party. 

" On the part of the presbyterians, I have 
consulted such moorland farmers from the 
western districts, as, by the kindness of 
their landlords, or otherwise, have been* 
able, during the late general change of 
property, to retain possessio^i of the 
grazings on which their gr^ndsires fed 
their flocks and herds. I must own, that,* 
of late days, I hay(^ found this a limited 



\ 
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sterce of information. I have, therefore, 
celled in the supplementary aid of those 
modest itinerants, whom the scrupulous 
civility of our ancestors denominated tra- 
velling merchants, but whom, of late, ac- 
commodating ourselves in this as in more 
material particulars to the feelings and 
'scmtiments of our more wealthy neigh- 
bours, we have learned to call packmen, 
or pedlars. To country weavers gravelling 
in hopes to get rid of their winter web, 
bnt more especially to tailors, who, from 
their sedentary profession, and the neces-' 
sity, in our country, of exercising it by 
temporary residence in the femilies by' 
whom they are employed, Htay be consi- 
defed as possessing k complete register of 
rural traditions, I have been indebted for 
mdny illustrations of the narrative^ of Old 
Mbrulity, much in the taste and spirit of 
tht original. 

'* I had more difficulty in finding tnate^ 
riats for correcting the tone of partiality'* 

which eyidbtAiy pervaded these stai^ of 

10 
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traditional learning, in order tliat J mights 
becQ^bl^d to present an unbiasaed: picture> 
of th^ nmn^^rs of that unhappy periodf^ 
and, at the saipjetime, to do justice to the> 
merits of both piajcties. But I have beeiL 
enabled to qualify the narratives of 01d> 
Mortality and his Cameronian friedds^ by 
the reports of more than one descendant 
of ancient and honourable families, who^ 
themselves decayed into the humble vale^ 
of life, yet look proudly hack on the pei» 
riod when their ancestors fought and fell 
in behalf ^of the exiled house of Stuart* I 
may even boast right reverend authority oa 
the same .score ; for more than one non-ju- 
ring bishop, whose authority and income 
\«fas upon as apostolical a scale ^s the great* 
est abominator. of Episcopacy could well de-^ 
sire, have deigned, while partaking of the 
humbljQ cheer of the Wallace Inn, to fur- 
nish me with information corrective of the 
facts liwhich I learned from others. There 
are a)j90 here, and there aJaird or two» who, 
though tl^y ^hriig their shoulders, profess 
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do great eliaine tn their fathers h&Y%g ser* 
ved in the fperkecattng squadrons of Earl- 
shall and Ciavieriiouse. From the igatne* 
keepers of these geotlemen, 'an office the 
most apt of any oilier toi^dme hereditary 
HI soch familieis, I have aho contrived to 
collect much valuable information. 

** Upon the whole, I can hardly fear, 
tliat, at this time, in desdrtbing the opera- 
tion which their opposite principles produ- 
ced upon the good and bad men of both par*- 
tJes^ I can be suspected of meaning insult 
or ^injustice to either. If recollection of 
former injuries, extra-loyalty, and contempt 
and hatred of their adversaries, produced 
rigour and tyranny in the one party, it will 
hardly be denied, on the other hand, that, 
if the zeal for God's house did not eat up 
the conventiclers, it devoured, at least, to 
imitate the phrase of Dryden, no small por^^ 
tion of their loyalty, sober sense, and good 
breeding. We may safely hope, that the 
souls of the b/ave and sincere on either side 
have long looked down with surprise and 
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pity upon the ilUappreciated motives which 
caused their mutual ha.tred and hostility 
while in this valley of darkness, blood, and 
tears. Peace to their meniory !^ Let us think 
of them as the heroine of our only Scottish 
tragedy entreats her lord to think of her de^ 
parted sire, 

*^ O, rake not up the ashes of our father&i 
Implacable resentment was their crimen 
And grievous has the expiation beeo.'*^ 



/ 
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CHAPTER II. 

Summon an hundred horse by break of day 
To wait our pleasure at the castle gates. 

Douglas, 

Under the reign of the last Stuarts, 
there was an anxious wish on the part of 
government to counteract, by every means 
in their power, the strict or puritanical 
spirit which had been the chief charac- 
teristic of the republican government, and 
to revive those feudal institutions which 
united the vassal to the liege-lord, and 
both to the crown. Frequent musters and 
assemblies of the people, both for military 
exercise and for sports and pastimes, were 
appointed by authority. The interference, 
in the latter case, was impolitic, to say the 
least; for, as usual upon such occasions, the 
consciences which were at first only sera- 
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pulouSy became confirmed in their opinion 
instead of giving way to the terrors of au- 
thority ; and the youth cf both sexes, to 
whom the pipe and tabor in England, or the 
bagpipe in Sdotktnd> ^ouM have been in 
themselves an irresistible temptation, were 
enabled to set them at defiance, from the 
proud consciousness that they were, at the 
same time, resisting an act of council. To 
compel men to dance and be merry by au- 
thority has rarely succeeded, even on board 
of slave-ships, where it was formerly-some- 
times attempted by wa}- of inducing the 
jwretcbed captives to agitate their limbs; 
and restore the circulation^ during the few 
.minutes they were permitted to enjoy the 
fresh air upon deck* The rigour of the 
strict Calvinists increased in proportion 
to the wishes of the govenimeat that it 
should be relaxed. A Judaical observance 
of the Sabbath— a supercilious condemna- 
tion of all nianly pastimes and harmless 
recreations^ as well as of the profane cus- 
,tQm pf projHiiseuous dancing, th^it is^ of 



toeh ated wontten daftfcitfg together in the 
same party, (for I believe they admitted 
that the e*dreise might be rttoffensive if 
practised by thfe ^f tics separately)— ^is- 
thi^'shed tfaoslfe "^r ho professed a more 
thaii brdinaty ih^i'e of stfnfetity. They 
discouraged, as far srs liaiy in their plbWcr, 
even tht andeht ti^/pew-sk^Adzi^^, as thfey 
irtre called, whfen the feudal arrdy of the 
ctoiMity ^as called duti and ^ach crowa 
vassal' waaf rcqtrired to appear With such 
ihuster of men and armour as he was 
bdcind to make by his fief, and that Under 
high i^tatutbry penalties. The Coveilatiters 
wert the more ji^alous of these assem- 
blies, as the lord lieutenants and sheriffs 
under whom theyrwere held had instruc- 
tions "^from* the government to spafcre no 
pains which might render them agreeable 
to the 'young men who were thus sum- 
moned together, upon whom' the military 
exercise of the morning, and the sports 
which usually closed the evening, might 
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naturally be supposed to have a seductive 

effect. 

I-* 

The preachers and proselytes of the 
more rigid presbyterians laboured^ there- 
fore, by caution, remonstrancCi and autho* 
rity, to diminish the attendance upon these- 
summonses^ conscious. that in doing so^ they 
lessened not only the apparent, bat the ac-^ 
tual strength of the government, by im- 
peding the extension of that esprit de corjps 
which soon unites young men who are in 
the habit of meeting together for manly 
sport, or military exercise. They, therefore, 
exerted themselves earnestly to prevent 
attendance upon these occasions by thpse 
who could find any possible excuse for ab- 
sence, and were especially severe upon 
such of their hearers as mere curiosity led 
to be spectators, or love of exercise to be 
partakers, of the array and the sports which 
took place. Such of the gentry as ac« 
ceded to these doctrines were not always, 
however, in a situation to be ruled by them. 
The commands of the law were impera- 
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tive; and the privy council^ Who admini- 
stered the executive power in Scotland^ 
were severe in enforcing the statutory pe- 
nalties against the crown vassals who did 
not appear at the periodical wappen-schaw. 
The landholders were compelled, therefore, 
to send their sons, tenants, and vassals to 
the rendezvous, to the number of horses, 
men, and spears, at which they were rated ; 
and it frequently happened, that, notwith- 
standing the strict charge of their elders 
to return as soon as the formal inspection 
was over, the young men-at-arms were 
unable to resist the temptation of sharing 
in the sports which succeeded fthe muster, 
or to avoid listening to the prayers read 
in the cl^urches on these occasions, and 
thus, in the opinion of their repining pa- 
rents, meddling with the accursed thing 
which is an abomination in the sight of the 
Lord* 

The sheriff of the county of Lanark was 
holding the wappen-schaw of a wild dis- 
trict, called Ihe Upper Ward of Clydesi- 
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d^le, iona haugb, or level plain, near to^^ 
ipyal borough, the name of which is no way 
^&ential to my f>tory» upon the morning of 
the S%h of May, '1679» when oar narrative 
GOQime^ces. When the musters liad been 
inacke, and duly reported, the young men, as 
was usual, .were to mix in various sports, of 
which the ehjief was to slioot at the popin- 
jay, an 'aocient game formerly- practised 
jyvith raivcbery, and then with fire arms. 
This w^s the figure of a bird, decked with 
party-coloured' feathers^ so as to resemble a 
popinjay, or parrot. It was suspended to a 
pole^ and served for a mark, at which the 
competitors discharged their fusees and ca* 
rabines in rotation, at the distance of sixty 
or seventy paces. He whose ball brought 
down the mark, held the proud title of 
Captain of the Popinjay for the remainder 
of the day, and was usually ei^corted in 
triuinpli to the most reputable change-house 
in th^e neighbourhood, where the evening 
A^as closed with coaviviality, conducted 
.under his auspices. 

It will, of course, be supposed that the 
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ladies of the cdutttry assembled to ^tnest 
ibis galkQt strife, those excepted ^rho 
held the stjricter tenets of ^vritanism, aad 
would therefore have deemed it criminal 
to afford coaqteoaoce to the profaae gaai« 
hols of the malignants. Laiidaus, batrou* 
chesi or tilburiesi there were none in those 
simple days. The lord-iieutemint of the 
County (a personage of ducal rank) alone 
pretended to the magnificence of a wheel* 
carriage* a thing covered with tarnished 
gilding and sculpture, in shape hke the 
vulgar picture of Noah's ark» dragged by 
eight iong'tailed Flanders flares, bearing 
eight'M^A/e^ and six ouisides. The insides 
were tbeif graces in person, two maids of 
honour, two children, a chaplain stuffed 
into a sort of lateral recesSf formed by a 
projection at the door of the. vehicle, and 
called, from its appearance, the boot, . and 
an equery to his Grace ensconced in the 
corresponding convenience on the oppo« 
site side. A coachman, and three postil- 
lions^ who wore short swords^ and tic- wigs 
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with three tails, had blunderbusses slnng 
behind them, and pistols at their saddle- 
bow, conducted the eqiiipage. On the 
foot-boardy behind this moving mansion- 
house, . stood, or rather hung, in triple file, 
SIX lacquies, in rich liveries, armed up to 
the teeth. The rest of the gentry, men 
and women, t>ld and young/ were upon 
horseback, Followed by their servants ; but 
the company, for the reasons already as- 
signed, was rather select than numerous* 

Near to the enormous leathern veliicle 
which we have attempted to describe, 
vindicating her title to precedence over 
the untitled gentry of the country, might 
be seen the sober palfrey of Lady Mar- 
garet Bellenden, bearing the erect and 
primitive form of Lady Margaret herself, 
decked in those widow's weeds which the 
good lady had never laid aside since the 
execution of her husband for his adhe- 
rence to Montrose. 

Her grand-daughter, and only . earthly 
care, the fair-haired £dith, who was gene- 
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rally allowed to be the prettiest lass in the 
Upper Ward, appeared beside her aged re- 
lative like Spring placed close to Winter. 
Her black Spanish jennet^ which she ma* 
naged with great grace, her gay riding- 
dresSf and laced side^^saddle^ had been ^nxi« 
oxxsly prepared to set her forth to the best 
advantage. But the clustering profusion 
of ringlets, which, escaping from under 
her cap, were only confined by a green 
ribband from wantoning over her shoul- 
ders V her cast of features^ soft and femi- 
nine^ yet not without a certain expression 
of playful archness, which redeemed their 
sweetness from the charge of insipidity, 
sometimes brought against blondes and 
blue-eyed beauties,-— these attracted more 
admiration from the western youth than 
either the splendour of her equipments or 
the figure of hqr palfrey. 

The attendance of these distinguished 
ladies was rather inferior to their birth and 
fashion in these times, as it consisted only 
of two servants on horseback. The truth 
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was, that the good old lady had beeti obli- 
ged to make all her domestic 5er?atits turn 
out to complete the quota which her ha- 
Mny ought to fui-nish for the muster, and 
in which she would not for the utfrverse 
Imve been found deficient The <Ad ste w- 
ard» who^ in steel cap atid jack-boots^ led 
Ibrth her af ray, had, as he said, sweated 
blood and water in his eflpbrts to overcome 
Ihe scruples andx evasions of the moorland 
j&rmersy who ought to have furni^ed men, 
horse, and harness on* these occasions* At 
last, their dispute can^rn^ar to aki 'Open d&» 
elaraftion of hostilities, the incensed epis- 
copalian bestowing on the- recu^ntfs the 
whole^ thunders of the commination, and 
receiving from them, in return, the denun* 
qiations of a Calviuistic excommunication^ 
What was to be done ? To punish the re- 
fractory tenants would have been easy 
enough. The privy council would readily 
have imposed fines, and sent a troop of 
horse to collect them. But this would 
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.l)dve been calling in the huntsman and 
hounds into the garden to kill the hare. 

" For,*^ ^aid Harrison to himself, •* the 
carles have little eneugh gear at ony rate^ 
and if. I. call iuJthe red-coats to takeaway 
.what little tbey liave^ bow is my worship- 
ful lady to get her rents paid at CandlemaSj 
Axrfaich is but a <lifficuh matter to bring 
round even in the best of times ?" 

So he arnfied the fowler, and falconer^ 
the footman, and the ploughman, at the 
hom.efarm^ with an old drunken cavalier- 
ing butler, who had served with the late 
Sir Richard under Montrose, and stunned 
the- family mghtly with his exploits at Kil- 
sy the and Tippermoor> and who was the only 
man in the party that had the smallest zeal 
for the work in hand. In this manner, 
and by recruiting one or two latitudinari- 
anpoacheis and black fishers, Mr Harrison 
completed the quota *6f men which fdl to 
the ^hare of Lady Margaret Belldnden, as 
life-retitrix^ of the barony of TiHietudlem 
wd Other^r JButwhen the steward, on the 
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morning of the eventful day, had muste-r 
ed his troupe doree before the iron grate 
of the Tower, the mother of Cuddie the 
ploughman appeared, loaded with the jack- 
boots, bufF coat, and other accoutrements 
-which had been issued forth for the ser^ 
vice of the day, and laid them before the 
steward; demurely assuring him, that 
whether it were the cholic, or a qUalm of 
conscience, she couldna take upon her to 
decide, but sure it was, Cuddie had beeu 
in sair straits a' night, and she couldna say 
he was muckle better this morning. The 
finger of Heaven, she said, was in it, and 
her bairn should gang on nae sic errands. 
Pains, penalties, and threats of dismission 
were denounced in vain ; the mother was 
obstinate, and Cuddie, who underwent a 
domiciliary visitation for the purpose of 
verifying his state of body, could, or would, 
answer only by deep groans. Mause, 
wlio had been an ancient domestic in the 
family, was a sort of favourite' with La- 
dy Margaret; and presumed accordingly. 
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Lady Margaret had herself set forth, and 
her authority could not be appealed to. 
In this dilemma, the good genius of the old 
butler suggested an expedient. 

*^ He bad seen mon\ a braw callant, far 
iess than Guse Grbbie, fight brawly under 
Montrose. What for no take Guse Gib- 
bie r 

i This was a half-witted lad, of very 
{small stature, who had a kind of charge of 
the, poultry under the old hen-wife ; for 
in- a Scottish family of that day there was 
a wonderful substitution of labour. This 
urchin being sent for from the stubble-field, 
was hastily muffled in the buff coat, and 
girded rather to than with the sword of a 
/ull-grown man, his little legs plunged in- 
to jack-boots, and a steel cap put upon his 
bead, which seetned, from its size, as if 
they were going to extinguish him. Thus 
accoutred, he was hoisted, at his own ear- 
nest request, upoii the tamest horse of the 
party ; and, prompted aBd supported by 
old Giidyill the butler, as his front file, he 
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passed muster tolerably enough; the she- 
riff not caring to examine too closely the re- 
•cruits of so well-affected a person as Lady 
Margaret Bellenden. 

To the above cause it was owing that 
the personal retinue of Lady Margaret, on 
this eventful day, amounted only to two 
lacqueys, with which diminished train she 
would, upon any other occasion, have been 
much ashamed to appear in public. Bujt, 
for the cause of royalty, she was ready at 
any time to have made the most unreser- 
ved personal sacrifices. She bad lost ber 
husband and two promising sons in the ci« 
vil wars of that unhappy period ; but she 
had received her reward, for, upon his^ 
route through the west of Scotland to 
meet Cromwell in the unfortunate field of 
-Worcester, Charles the Second had actu- 
allybreakfasted in the Tower of Tillietud- 
lem, an incident which formed, from that 
moment, an important asra in the life of 
Lady Margaret, who seldom afterwards 
partook of that meal, either at home or 
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abroad^ without detailing the whole cir- 
cumstances of the royal visit) not forget- 
ting the salutation which his majesty con- 
ferred on each side of her face, though she 
sometimes omitted to notice that he be- 
stowed the same favour on two buxom ser- 
ving-wenches who appeared at her back, 
elevated for the day into the capacity of 
waiting gentlewomen.- 

These instances of royal favour were de- 
cisive; and if Lady Margaret had not been 
a confirmed royalist already, from sense ol 
high birth, influence of education, and ha 
tred to the opposite party, through whom 
she had suffered such domestic calamity, 
the having given a breakfast to majesty, 
and received the royal salute in return, 
were- honours enough of themselves to 
unite her exclusively to the fortunes of 
the Stuarts. These were now, in all ap- 
pearance, triumphant; but Lady Marga- 
ret's zeal had adhered to them through the 
worst of times, and was ready to sustain 
the same severities of fortune should their 
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scale once more kick the beam. At pre- 
sent she enjoyed, in full extent^ the mili- 
tary display of the force which stood ready 
to support the crown, and stifled, as well 
as she could, the mortification she felt at 
the unworthy desertion of her own retain-* 
crs. 

Many civilities passed between her la^ 
dyship and the representatives of sundry 
ancient loyal families who were upon the 
ground, by whom she was held in high re** 
verence; and not a young man of rank 
passed by them in the course of the muS'% 
ter but he carried his body more erect in 
the saddle,. and threw his horse upon his 
haunches^ to display his own horseman* 
ship and the perfect bitting of his steed, 
to the best advantage in the eyes of Miss 
Edith Bellenden. But the young cavaliers, 
distinguished by high descent and un- 
doubted loyalty, attracted no qiore atten- 
tion from Edith than the laws of courtesy 
peremptorily demand ; and she turned an 
indifferent ear to the compliments with 
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which she was addressed, most of which 
were little the worse for the wear, though 
borrowed for the nonce from the labori- 
ous and long-winded romances of Calpre- 
tiede and Scuderi, the mirrors in which the 
youth of that age delighted to dress them- 
selves, ere Folly had thrown her ballast over- 
board, and cut down her vessels of the first 
rate, such as the romances of Cyrus, Cleo- 
patra, and others, into small craft, drawing 
as iittle water, or, to speak more plainly, 
consuming as little time, as the little cock- 
boat in which the gentle reader has deign- 
ned to embark* It was, however, the de- 
cree of fate that Miss Bellenden should not 
continue to evince the same equanimity till 
tlue conclusion of the day. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Horseman and hor^e confessed the bitter pang. 
And arms and warrior fell with heavy clang. 

Pleasures of Hope, ' 

When the rOilitaiy evolutions had beetii 
gone through tolerably well, allowing for 
the awkwardness of men and of horses, a 
loud shout announced that the competitors 
Were about to step forth for the game of 
the popinjay already described. The mast, 
or pole, having a yard extended across it, 
from which the mark was displayed, was 
raised amid the acclamations of the as- 
sembly ; and even those who had eyed 
the evolutions of the feudal militia with 
a sort of malignant and sarcastic sneer, 
from disinclination to the royal cause 
in which they were professedly embodied, 
could not refrain from taking considerable 
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interest in the strife which was now ap- 
proaching. They crowded towards the 
goal, and criticized the appearance of 
each competitor as, in succession, they ad- 
vanced, discharged their pieces at the 
mark, and had their good or bad address 
rewarded by the laughter or applause of 
the spectators. But when a slender young 
man, dressed with great simplicity, yet 
not without a certain air of pretension to 
elegance and gentility, approached the 
station with his fusee in his hand, his 
dark-green cloak thrown back over his 
shoulder, his laced rufF and feathered cap, 
indicating a superior rank to the vulgar, 
there was a nvurmur of interest among the 
spectators, whether altogether favourable 
to the young adventurer, it was difficult 
to discover. 

** Ewhow, sirs, to see his father's son 
at the like o* these fearless follies !'* was 
the ejaculation of the elder and more rigid 
puritans, whose curiosity had so far over- 
come their bigotry as to bring them to the 

VOL. II. c 



60 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

play-groi^mi. fiut the generalUy viewed 
Kht dtrife less morosely, and were con* 
tinted to wish success to the son of a de- 
jceased presbyteriao leader, without strict* 
Jj examining the propriety of his being.a 
xompetitor for the prize. 
^ , Their wishes were gratified. A^ the 
rv£rst dischai^e of his piece the green ad- 
ventures struck the popinjay, being t,h^ 
.£kst palpable bit of the day, though sevje* 
ral balls had passed very near the maik. 
,A loud shout of applause ensued* But t)ie 
.success, was not decisive, it being neces- 
sary that each w1k> followed should h^ve 
his ct^nccf, and that those who succeeded 
m hitting the mark, should renew the 
strife anMRg themselves^ till one display* 
: ed a decided: superiority over the others. 
Two only of those who followed iu^ order 
supoeeded iu hitting the popinjay « .The 
firjst was a. ypung ^an of Iqw r^nk, hea- 
vily built, a94 who kept bis tape muffled i;i 
his gr^ey Qlos^k; the second a gaJ Ian t young 
€»va|i?&. rfmaikibJjB^^r a .hai|<;UQ|iie. exte- 
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riof, sednlottsly decorated 'for the day. He 
bad been since the muster in* cld^ attend- 
anee on Lady Margaret aiid Miss fidletfden, 
asid bad left them with an air of indif- 
ference^ when Lady Margaret hltd asked 
whether there was no young man of iai^ 
ly and loyal (M'inciples who would dispute 
the priTC with those two lad^ who had 
been successfiil. In half a minute^ young 
liord Bvandale threw himself from his 
horse,, borrowed a gun from a servant, 
and, as we have akeady noticed, bit the 
mark. Great was the interest excit»l by 
fbe renewal of the contest between the 
ttiree candidates who had been hitherto 
snccessfuL The state eqiiipage of the 
Dnke was, with some difficalty^ pnt in 
motion, and approaehect mc^e near to the 
scene of action. The riderii Mtnh nule 
'imd female, turned their horses^' beads in 
the same direction) and idl eyeis were bdnt 
upott the issue of the trtid of skill. 

It !)l^as the etiqpiette in tbe srconfl oon* 
tort th»t tte cmnpetitorsi ikhoukl taki^ their 
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turn of firing after drawing lots. Thirf 
first fell upon the young plebeian, who, as 
he took his st-anH, half uncloaked bis> rus- 
tic countenance, and said to the gallant in 
green, ** Ye see, Mr Henry, if it werie ony 
-other day, I could hae wished to miss for 
your sake ; but Jenny Dennifeon is looking 
at us, sae I maun do my best.** 

He took his aim, and his bullet whistled 
past the mark- so nearly, that the pen- 
dulous object at which it was directed was 
seen to shiver. Still, however, he had not 
hit it, and, with a downcast look, he with- 
drew himself from further competition, 
and hastened to disappear from the ' as- 
sembly, as if fearful of being recognized. 
The green chasseur next advanced, aird 
his ball, a second time, struck the popin- 
jay. All shouted; and from the out- 
skirts of the assembly arose a cry of, 
" The good old cause tor ever !*' 

While the dignitaries bent their brows 
at these exulting shouts of the= diftaftect- 
ed, the young Lord Evandale advanced 
again to the haz^rd^ and again was sue- 
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Giessrul. The shouts and congfatulationa 
of the. well-afFected aud aristocratical part* 
of the audience attended his siiccessip but 
still a subsequent trial of skill remained. ^^ 
. The green marksman, as if determined 
to Wv^S the affair to a deciQion, took hia 
horse from a person who held him, having 
previously looked carefully to the sqcuri- 
ty of ^ his girths and the fitting of hi$ 
saddle, vaulted on his back, and motion* 
ing with his hand for the/ hy-standers to 
inake way, set spurs, passed the place from 
which he was to fire at a gallops and, as 
he passed, threw up the reins, turned side* 
ways upon his saddle, discharged his cara- 
bine, and^ brought [dpwn the . popinjay. 
I^rd £vandale imitated his example, alt 
though many around, him said it was an 
inpovation on the established practice^ 
which: he was not obliged to follow. But 
his skill was not so perfect, or his horse 
was not so well trained. The animal 
swerved at the moment his. master fired, 
and the ball missed the popinjay. Those 
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who htd been surprise 'by the address of 
^ green marksmiati Were now ei^nalty 
pleased by his courtesy. He diselaimed sAl 
merit from the last shot; and proposed to 
&fs antagonist that it should not be count- 
ed as a bit, and that they shduld veneW 
Afe contest om foot. . ^ ^^^ 

* ^'I would pjteftr horseback if T had li 
iofse as well bitted, mitft probably; aswdt 
iH^ken to the exercHse, » yours,^ said tlMf 
jFOUQg Lord, addressing his antagonist. '- 

^ Will you do nae the hoAour to HM 
!bkn for the next trial, on condition you 
wilt tend me yours ?*' said the young gen^ 
tietoan» 

• ^rd Evandale was ashamed to accept 

^k courtesy, as conscious how muc^'^t 

> 

woilld diminish the value of vrctory ; ?atrd 
yet unable to suppress his wish to redeem 
bis reputation as a marksman, he added, 
^' that although he renounced all preten- 
sions to the hondtir of the day,** (which be 
said soniewhat scornfully,) <^ yet, if the 
victor had no particular objection^ he 
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would willingly aoibrac^ bis obliging offer^ 
aodichtoge boF$e$ with l^im far the puc^ 
pMe qf Xtylng a ahot for love*'' 

As be said so, be looked boldly towards 
Miss Bellenden, and U^^ition says, that 
tbe ^yes of the young tirailleur travelledi 
though more covertly^ in the same direc- 
tion, l^he young Lord's l|i^t trial Wias as 
unsuccessful as the former^ and it w^s 
yfilth difficulty ^hat be preserved the tone 
of scpmftti indifference which he had hi- 
tlierto assuQied« But, conscious of the ri^ 
dic^e which attaches itself to the resentr 
iQeiitof a losing party, he returned to his 
antagonist the horse on which he bad 
lliade his last unsuccessful attempt, and re* 
fseiy^ bock his own i giving, at the same 
$im^ thanks to his competitor, who, he 
S2^id« , hiad ^e-established his favourite horse 
ifk H^ good opinion, for he ha^d been ii^ 
ff^ danger of trapsterripg to the poor 
9ag the blame of an inferiority which 
every one, as well w hfmselfi must now 
be satisfied remained with the ridert H» 
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Ying made his speech in a tone in which 
mortification assumed the veil of indif- 
ference, he mounted his horse and rode off 
the ground. 

As is the usual way of the world, the 
applause and attention even of those whose 
wishes had favoured Lord Evandale, were, 
upon his decisive discomfiture, transfer- 
red to his triumphant rival. 

• '* Who is he ? what is his name ?*' ran 
from mouth to mouth among the gentFy 
who were present, to few of whom he was 
personally known. His style and title 
having soon transpired, and being within 
tbiat class whom a great man might notice 
without derogation, four of the Duke's 
friends, with the obedient start which 
poor Malvolio ascribes to his imaginary 
retinue, made out to lead the victor to his 
presence. As they conducted him in tri- 
umph through the crowd of spectators, and 
stunned him at the same time with their 
compliments on his success, he chanced to 
pass, or rather to be led, immediately in 
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front .of Lady Margaret and her grand- 
daughter. The Captain of the popinjay 
and Mi83 Bellenden coloured like crimson, 
as l;he latter returned, with embarrassed 
courtsey, the low inclination which the 
victor made, even to the saddle-bo w^ in 
passing her. 

** So you Jcnow that young person ?** 
said Lady Margaret. 

** I — I — ^have seen him, madam, at my 
uncle'Sf and — ^and elsewhere occasionally," 
stammered Miss Edith Bellenden. 
^ ^^ I hear them say around me," said 
Lady Margaret, ^' that the young spark is 
- tbe*nephew: of old Milnwood.'* 

** The son of the late Colonel Morton of 
Milnwood, who commanded a regiment of 
horse with great courage at Dunbar and 
Inverkeithing/' said a gentleman who sate 
on horseback beside L<ady Margaret* . 

** Ay, and whQ, before that, * fought fpr 

the Covenanters both at Marston-Moor and 

Philiphaugh," said. Lady Margaret, sighing 

as she pronoiinced the last fatal words^ 

c2 
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which her husbaoid^s dwtb gave hor Boch 
aad Peftson to retteniber* 

** Yotir tady ship's memory is just,'* mid 
tiie gentlenany smiUegy *^ bat it ^em wM 
all thftt w^^fbrgot bow.** 

*^ He oii|^ to remember it» Gilberts* 
cleugb}'^ retumed Lady Margaret* ^^ a«iil 
dispense wtib ifltrading hitoself into the 
oompaay of lliose to whom his name must 
l>ri ng' u npietSitig ' recollections,'^ - 

*' You fetf^U ony dear tady*"' said her 
nomenctatiM!; ■'< that' the 'young geatteraan 
comes bere'%0r dfseharge snit and service 
in name of Iris tetle. I would 49 very estate 
in the country seat out as pretty € Mr 
few.^ 

^ '^'Hts aacie,. as welt as his umquhile 
ftther, is a roi|nd4iead> I presume/^ said 
li^ady Margaret; 

^*^He is an- old miser/' -said Gilberts. 
eleugK '^ with whom a broad piece would 
at any time weigh doira political opinions^ 
alidy* therefore^ although probably some- 
what against the grain, he sends the young 
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fretitiaitaafi to attend the musters to save 
l>ecuDiai7 pains ami jMsnsl ties. As ibr the 
^rest, I 'Suppose the youngster is happy 
fihough to^ escape here fw a day Jtoh} the 
duloess of the old 'house at MiliivoQcd 
where he sees nobody hut his hypochou* 
4ijac undo and the favourite housekeeper,-^ 
,^.<<Do. ydi know hgv many meq and 
hoise ' the hmds of Miln wood ar^ rated 
at r"^ said the old ladyi continuing her &lh 
qoiry. • 

- ^Tw# hosseoien with complete har- 
fiess»'' answered Gilhertscleugb. . 

^ Our Und,'' sfiid Lady Margaret, drav^ 
iog herself up with dignity, /* has always 
furnished to the muster eight men^ cousiii 
Gilbeftseleagb» apd <^ft^n a voluntary aid 
bf. tbrioe the oumberf I remember hifi 
sacred Majesty Kiqg Charles^ vMaen bf 
took his disjune at Tillietitdlepir l>ii^ P^^^ 
cuhr in. enquirtng^ ' - ■ " c • • 

V '^f: i sw the * Quke^s cippriage \w n^QtipQW? 
said Giibertscleughi partaking at .the fQjO^ 
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meiit an alarm common to all Lady Mar- 
g atet's friends, when she touched upon 
the topic of the royal visit at the family- 
mansion>— ** I see the Duke's carriage in 
motion; I presume your ladyship will 
take your right of rank in leaving the 
field. May I b? permitted to convey your 
ladyship aij^d Miss Bellenden home ?— 
Parties of the wild whigs have been abroad, 
^nd are said to insult and disarm the well- 
affected who travel in small numbers." 

" We thank you, cousin Gilberts- 
cleugh,'* said Lady Margaret ; " but, as we 
"shall have the escort of my own people, I 
trust we have less need than others to be 
troublesome to our friends. Will you have 
the gobidness' to order Harrison to bring up 
bur people somewhat briskly 5 he rides 
them towards us as if he were leading a 
funeral procession.'* 

The gentleman in attendance commu- 
nicated his lady'<S orders to the trusty 
steward. 
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Honest Harrison had his own reasons 
for doubting the prudence of this com- 
mand ; but, . once issued and receivedf 
there was a necessity for obeying it He 
set off^ therefore, at a hand-gallop, follow- 
ed by the butler, in such a military atti- 
tude as became one who had served unfier 
Montrose, and with a look of defiance^ 
rendered sterner and fiercer by the inspi- 
ring fumes of a gill of brandy, which he 
had snatched a moment to bolt to the 
king^s health and confusion to the Cove- 
nant, during the intervals of military duty. 
Unhappily this potent refreshment wiped 
away from the tablets of his memory the 
necessity of paying some attention to the 
distresses and difficulties of his rear file^ 
Goose Gibbie. No sooner had the horses 
struck a canter than Gibbie's ja,ck-boot8^ 
which the poor boy's legs were incapable 
of steadying, began to plfly alternately 
against the horse's flanks, and,nbeiiig arm- 
ed with long-rowelled spur^, overcame the 
patience of the animaV wbich bounced 
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»nd (>)uiiged, wSiile |>oor Gibbie's entrea« 
iies far aid cewr ivacbed ^ the ears of the 
400 he«l)Iai8^'biilter, being drawned partly 
in the CBnc$»e of the steel ^cap in which 
iiis Head was immersed, and partly in the 
-maftiiil tone of the Gidlant GrasmeS, which 
'Mr^'Gudyttl whistled with all his powdr 

' The upshot was, that the steed spcedi** 
4y ^tpok the matter into his own haiids, 
^nd <ha¥ing gerribolled hitbdr and thithear 
to'the great amtisernent of all^ speetat^ 
tors, set off at full speed towards 4ht 
4ioge famiiy-eoach already described, Gib* 
1>ie^8 pike, escaping from its sling, had 
HkWen t^B level direction acrpss bis hands^, 
#bicfa, I grieve tt» say, were seeking di»* 
fiODoui^e-'safi^y in as strong a grasp cC 
iihe mane as their ^muscles XM)uld managei 
Sis 'Casque^ tody had slipped comptetefe 
fy o^r his ^|hc#, ^«o that he sa^F u$ littfer 
in 'fi'det^a^ ha did in reir^'i '3liAde«d, »if 
lie oouM, 4t AiMUld bavei availed him If tdt 
In tbd ai«iM|flsfstaiiio#a } fpr jits iKwae^ m^ 
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m<>eague itfilh tbe dbaffiscted^lrtn full tilt 
towBads.l^ mltmn ^quifMigetoaf the Duke, 
trMcb theapngfGting liisoe ftfawattBcd to 
-pecfioiate from window to wiodoiir^ at >tbe 
jotk cf XmAB&xing ». mmay. in jt$ jMtssage 
at^ the celebratBditbfuit of Orlando, wiwoky 
msMfding to the Italtan.epie poet^ broaeh- 
cd as many Moora as a frenchtnaii spits 
•.£pogs^. 

Oa, beholding the bent of this misdireot- 
0d jeaaee^^si panic shout of mingled tenrar 
jaad mrath was jet jap by 4the ib hole equi- 
page, insides and butsideS);at: once, which 
bftdi^the blessed effiect. of averting the threat- 
iBped misfortune* The caprioioas horse of 
Xaroose Gibbie waa terrified by tb^ noise* 
and atarobltng as he turaed short round, 
^kickdl 4|nd pkroged^violeotljiso soon, as be 
fpcoyer^d* The. jadk^boats^ the originai 
XNUise- jof the disaster, maintaining the^e- 
|nitati|Hi tb^ bid ^acquired whan: woen by 
•better xiaraliers^ ^ anawered ,§v^y plange 
%y a fresh ipviak^f ^tbe spnii^nd, iby their 
ffimAw^mm^s^' kepi tii^;|daoe w 4fae 
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Stirrups. Not go Goose Gibbie, who 
was fairly spumed out of those wide and 
ponderous greaves, and precipitated over 
the horse's head, to the infinite amuse^ 
ment of all the spectators. His lance and 
helttiet had forsaken him in his fall,, and, 
for the completion of his disgrace, / Lady 
Margant Bellenden, not perfectly aware 
that it was one of her warriors who was 

* furnishing so much entertainment, came 
up in time to see her diminutive man*at- 

. arms stripped of his lion's hide, of the buff 
coat, that is, in which he was muffled. 

^ As she had not been made acquainted 
with this metamorphosis, and could not 
€vea guess its cause, her surprise and re« 

. sentment were extreme, nor were they 
much modified by the excuses and expla- 
nations of her steward and butler. She 

-made a hasty retreat homeward, extreme- 

\ly indignant at the shouts and laughter of 
the company, and much disposed to vent 
her displeasure on the refractory, agricul- 
turist whose place Goose Gibbie .had . so 
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unhappily supplied. The greater part of 
the gentry now dispersed, the whimst- 
cal misfortune which had befallen the gens 
d'armerie of Tillietudlem furnishing them 
with huge entertainment en their road 
homeward. The horsemen also, in little 
parties, as their road lay together^ diver- 
ged frotn the place of rendezvous, exctpt- 
ing such as, having tried their dexterity at 
the popinjay, were, by ancient custom, 
obliged to partake of a grace-cup witk 
their captain before their departure^' 
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V.Ai4ufiJi^{d^d before UiespiBraiciii 
Aim) gaily gimitbed in their gear theo. 
Steel bonnets, pikesy and swordi shone clear then 

Aionybel^l 
•: Now whawM^j-WiiKsic^iep^nept. 

Since Habbie's dead? 

£/e^ on Habbk Sim$(m» 

.- . > 

The cavalcade of horsemen on their road 
tot the little borough-town were preceded 
by Niel Blane^ the town-piper, mounted ou 
his white galloway, armed with his dirk 
and broad^swordy and bearing a chanter 
streaming witii as many ribbons as would 
deck out six country belles for a fair or 
preaching. Niel, a clean^ tight, we 11- tim- 
bered, long-winded fellow, had gained the 
official situation of town-piper of— —by 
his merit, with all the emoluments there- 
of; namely, the Piper's Croft, as it is still 



oatted, a fiekl of alKMft an aere in extent* 
five meriks, and ^ new livery ceat of the 
town's ccrfoursy yearly; some hopes of a 
dollar upon the day of the election of magi* 
atratesy providing the provost was able and 
willing to afford such a gratuity ; and the 
privilege of paying, at all the rMpectable 
houses^ in tl^ neighbourhood» an annuaf vi« 
sitat spring^^tUnC) to rejoice their hearts with 
Us music^ tocemforthia own with thdrale 
fin<d*6faildy9 and to beg from each a modi« 
eum of seed*cem. 

^' In addition* to the* 'inesitmable advan» 
iages*' Niel^s peisonal, €Nr profesaionali ac* 
•on^lishmeiifta woii tbg heart of 4 jotly wi- 
da#, ^ho then lEcrpt 4he principal change* 
iMui^'in the borougk Mer former bua- 
iMuid' having been a^itrict poesbyteriani of 
audh inote that he '4isuidly went among his 
unt t^ ' the QMne, of Gains the publican^ 
iMny of 4;bi "more rigid ttere^ scandalized 
by the profession of the • •sutcessor wboas 
his relict bad chosen £^1: a setmid faelp<4nate. 
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As the brow^t (or brewing) of the HowfF 
retained, nevertheless^ . its unrivalled repur 
tation» rao^t of the old customers conti* 
nued to give it a preference. The charac- 
ter of the pew landlord, indeed^ was of that* 
accomm«i)dating kind, whicli enabled hiin# 
by close attention to the helm, to keep his 
little vessel pretty .steady amidjlhe contendr 
ing tides of faction. He was a good-hu* 
mouredi shrewd, selfish sort of fellow^ inr 
different alike to the disputes about churplji 
and state^ and only anxious to secure th^ 
good- will of customers of every descrip- 
tion. But his character^ as well . as th^ 
state of the country, wiU; be best un4er; 
stood by giving the r^ader^an account of 

m 

the instructions which h^ issued, to. hi# 
daughter, a girl about eighteen, whom he 
was initiating in those cares « which had 
been faithfully discharged by his wife, .un- 
til about six months before our story com- 
mences, when the honest womi^a ,had be<?a 
carried to the kirk-yard. . 
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* " Jenny," said Niel Blatie, as the girl as- 
sisted to disencumber him of his bagpipes, 
** this is the first day that you are to take 
the place of your worthy mother in attend- 
ing to the public ; a douce woman she 
l^as, civil to this customers, and had a gude 
tiame wi' whig and tory, bafth np the 

-street anci 4Jh»wn the street. It will be 
bard -for you to fill, her place, especially on 
sic a thrang day as this, but Heaven's will 

•maun be obeyed. — Jenny, whatever Miln- 
nvood ca's for be sure he maun hae't, for 
he's the Captain o' the Popinjay, and auld 
customs maun be supported ; .if he canna 
pay the lawing himsel, as 1 ken he's keep- 
it unco short by the head, I'll find a way 
to shame it oiit o' his uncle. — The curate 
is playing at dice wi' Cornet Grahame. Be 

. eident and civil to them bajth — clergy and 
captains can gi'C"^ an unco deal o' fash in 
thae' times, where they take an ill-will—- 
The dragoons will b crying for ale, and 
they winna want, it, and mauna want it— 
they are unruly chields, but; tiiey pay ane 
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-some gaste or olhtfr. I ^fflt tbe biicDlt>^€0Wy 
tfaalks < the best ifit tbe^ bjFte, frae -black 
Fiamk biiglis Aftd' Serjeaffi<t 'fiotb«»>ell^ ior ten 
pond Scoto^ aed they drank .tmt tbe price 
ftt^aeilawiisitting.'" r : 

/" But, Caifatr,^ rotermpted JeoHyi ^they 
say tkeftwai reiving Iood^ dravb' tbe tow 
iirae tbe; gud^wifia c/ Bdl's^ahoor, just ^Imi- 
cause- sbe gaed: to^ bear a iie}d-pf€a4)l)ittg 
ae Sabbatb aftefiiQon.*' ^ >*' «^' 

•^Whisbt ! ye silly teupie/^ said ber€ib> 
thepy ^^ we have naetbing to* do 'hov tbey 
OMne by the bestial they seft''**4le -ifait 
atween Ihem and their c0n9cieQce^;«i*- 
;Aweel«-^Ta)te notice, Jenny; of that doiir, 
iaMiir-4ookitig carJetbatiitts'by tber check 
o' the ing^, and timis bitf^badt <»ia' adPfeb. 
iie4boks like- am o^ the biHLfdk^ for I siw 
Biin start -aW€e^^H€«lie^ka«ir the red^SMiiSt 
and I jalouae h« w&d^faae Kked tdiHae IM- 
deti by, bu^irii^ 'horse (i't'#li glide' gdding) 
vras'o^ersair travailed V h« behaved tepsti^ 
Whether be wad of; tio. Serve bim cannily^ 
Jenuy, «tid wf little ^^ aad dinna bring 
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(he sodgffs on bia» by speeriag oajr 
lioasrat him; .but let na bini'-hae » rootn^ to 
i^imsel, tbcf wad sty we w^ro-hidmg twn 
»>-For youFsd^ Jannyv yeMi befciyil to a* the 
ioik, and takis nae heed o': ony iimseiisc 
)Bd daffiog tho ym^mg Ms may say t'yew 
IfoUi in ^ hostlec lioe tnaua rpit »{> wi^ 
mmc\i]^f Yiov mother^ Ff st ber saurf, could 
t^.fip.;wi' ai.«)Dckleas maist woin€n*«4>itt 
iff hands ia fair play ; 9txd if on^y .body be ] 
^Mivjl lye may; gfe 91Q a cry — •-^Aweel, 
,,9irhen ti^e> malli bidgi^s^ to get abooa the 
i.»i^\, Ibey^U- begiB to spe^k aboiil govern- 
meut in^ kirk and atarte, aad, then, Jenoy, 
^ey are like tO' quarrel— 4eC them be doing 
tf—anger'aad^ou thy. passion, and the mair 
they dii^te^ the. maif ale; they'll drinks; 
jbii^ yQ weri9 \»H$i sei^e tiifim> wi' a pint, of 
^smal biTQW^it wiU beat: thdm: kw^ anH 

fjbey'l^nevfi^jfeenilie differ 

J f^fi^t>..f^thprif^ s?Md Je»oy^ i^'if they 

^^q[ie. tp loi^iHier: iliQ ilhesr «^ tbeydid bu^t 

iui^t sukt Ba 1 ory on you r'^ 
., /V4|,i|0 ^d, J^Dpy Si theiir«ddei: gelts 
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aye the warst lick in the fray. If the sod- 
gers draw their swords/ ye*ll cry on the 
corporal and the guards If the countra 
folk tak the tangs and poker, ye*U cry on 
the baillie and town-offiv-ers. But in nae 
event cry on me, for I am wearied wi* 
doudling the bag o' wind a' day, and I 
Am gautt to eat niy dinner quietly in the 
spence.— And, now I think on't, the Laird 
of Lickitup (that's him that was the laird) 
was speering for sma' drink and a saut 
herring— gi'e him a pu* be the sleeve, and 
round into his lug I wad be blyth o* his 
company to dine wi' me ; he was a gudc 
customer anes in a day, and wants naething 
but means to be a glide ane agane-— hB 
likes drink as weel' as e'er he did. And if 
ye ken ony poor body o' our acquaintance 
that's blate'for want o' siller, and has far 
to gang hame, ye needna stick to gi'ie them 
a waught o* drink and a bannock — We'll 
ne'er miss't, and it looks creditable in a 
house like oiiris. And now, hihny, gam^ 
awa', and serve the foIk> but first bring me 
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my dinner and twa chappins o' yill and 
the mutchkin stoup o' brandy." 

Having thus devolved his whole cares 
on Jenny as prime minister^ Niel Blane 
and the cirds^ant laird, once his patron, 
but now glad to be his trencher*compa* 
nion, sate down to enjoy themselves for 
the remainder of thei evening, remote from 
the bustle of the public room. 

All in Jenny's department was in full 
activity. The knights of the popinjay re- 
ceived and requited the hospitable enter* 
tainment of their captain, who, though he 
spared the cup himself, took care it should 
go round with due celerity among the 
resty who might not have ptberwise deem- 
e)i themselves handsomely treated* Their 
Aumbers melted away by degrees, and 
were at length diminished to four or five^ 
who began to talk of breaking up their 
party. At another table, at some dis- 
tance, sat two of the dragoons whom Niel 
Blane had mentioned, a serjeant and a pri- 

voi>« II* . D 



74 TALUS OF UY L^NDlOKB. 

Tafte^ m CUveriKmse^tegimefill oli life* 
guarck £v€a^ the ' BOR^cofinrtrmiaiied affi« 
cers* and ' privates in these t»)rps were ftot 
ccmrifiered as ordmarjr fntreeosffies, 'ttit 
rather -approached to the rank of the 
French tncwsquetairs^ bting rc^rded in 
the. ligfaC! of jQadett» who peif asmed^ the 
duties of f4iik*4Mid-'ffle with the 'pfoflprct 
of obtaiaiiig eoaamissioiis iB>?case ofdSs- 
thigtiishing themselrts. « ' 

Many ytwng BieiK of good ftnni^ea 
were to be found in the ranks^ a 'circum- 
stapce which added to th^ pride waA'MiK^ 
vCODsequence of these troops. A renaiit* 
able instanee of thb oceturred* in thev peiw 
son of the non^ com missioned officet in 
r^estion; His ^real tiame w^ Fraheis Stn*^ 
arfj but^he was uinitersajy^ kncl w^^ ^tiie 
appellal!ti<9ijOf Bothwell, jhehig IttieaHjride^ 
scendod ^mv^ lastrEatlof thttt^tifiQie; 
toot the infamQiM lover of the unCsrtiiiiiitc 
.Qoren Mary, M Frauds Stuart, fiarl t>f 
'Botb^w^lv - wttpse iterbutence tndh^repesled 
<K>nspii:iMcies embaivassed the earljr part' of 
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J^amcs SiactVt: reign^'^attd- vho «l length 
died m aciAtrhi great pbyrnVf* TlH^«|a 
«f ljii» 6art . had sutd t# €llarles> I;'^r 
tile DQrtitatHw of pftPt of hf« fellm^ ^fer- 
Arited etttttes, but the gresp of ' the udMes 
ta firlijoiB tbctyi liad been 'attMted #M*t6o 
traaMmHi liD be uodMMlied. ' 31iW«%fe^ 
9lg^«Mt of tile cWB^wftre «rtteHy ^ 
Ihqv bj» intercepting a^ maU penai M* wbieh 
Charles I. had alloiwed bim^ and ^le^ died 
m tbe utmost iod^fence* His^ son^,' after 
kavhig served as a soldier abi^d aad^ih 
BritatOy aad pai^sed tfapottgii'serend Tieis- 
altudea of fortunes was faifi^ to <oonteat 
-bimtelf with the $ttuatio# c^ a nbn^cMi- 
tm^idoed ofiieer ia thf^ Irfthguards^ at* 
jtluiagll' UdeaMy deaeended fViMfn the Foyal 
Jkm/Ayf tha faldker af the forfti^ed Ear^ of 
^fiMlMPeli tMirkig' been 9 natural soif: of 
Jaaies^ Vl.^ Oitit peroosla) st^iength, and 
'd& MtrHy invth^ nse of^Me^- armsi a^ #eU 
-at ^lAie i vtmarkaM^ V cimipfistences 0f ' Ms 
-cteacetil^^luwL rcMmiMmi^^ thia. mait' to 
t}»'jaMaalam: lof^liw aflkwi. ^ Ba* be par- 
took in a great: degiee of the ficentious- 



76 - TALES O*- MT'LAHBLOKD. 

nois aiui oppr dnhre diflposition/ «f hich 
tbe liafant of acting, as ageiita fdr >gOip^ 
MniineBliiin ievyii9g Sires^ eieaotHi^: fitd 
q^rten^ * ?aBd>: Mherwne oppressing ibe 
presbyterian recusants^ had rendered > tdd^ 
geneiai aoioog these Soldiers. They ' were 
sot> jnueb (acctetooied ta those miiAimig 
that'^tiacy^coaeeived dhepuelvei ^t libettf 
to^comnnt all nIanMr ^'ii6ensewititfin|>u* 
fiity^'tt if totally exemptedrfromHaU'lair 
ai£d authorityi excepting the oommmiA ^ 
their officers. On such occasions - BMhh 

N 

YHfiA »w«iftr utoaily the^ fai^st forward; r 
<,v It "IS probable that .Both well and hil 
eovnpanions wotfld not «o long have re* 
mained quiets hut for respect to the pi^ 
sence ef thehr iN>met, who commanddd 
the smaU parfcy quartered ihithe< borough, 
aod^ who was- engaged* in a^ game r at fdide 
with the:curatt^^ the place. -Bat bbtlt^^f 
these being suddenly called from :l]M!tr 
amusement to. ^>eak vWithrihe diief mbgi- 
strate ^vpon seilne ; ui^est^ -buaidess^ Botii' 
wei wa^ not loug- of evindngihis ^ oontemiit 
for thie rest of the Qompaiqrtf ^* 
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li it' ^not a 4Eitrange -tiihig^ Halliday/' 
hC: said' to. bit comradei ^^ to Bee a ^et df* 
bmnpkinB vait oaroasi^g : here - thi» whde 
evening without having drunk the king's 
health?'* 

{• 'SThejr have drank the kiag^^s health^^;* 
said ilaUiday. ^M heard that green kaiU 
vprm of a lad name his mi^esty^s iiealth^?? 

¥ Did he?-' saidBotbwelL '' Then> Tom^ 
Wf^ll have them diiak: the Archbishop of 
St Aftdrcnva' health, and do ' it on their 
knees too.** = 

«*So we -willy by O-^,"^ said HaUideqr; 
f^and he thattefuses it, we'U have him to 
the guard^'house^ and teacb him to ride the 
GoU foaled of an acorn, with a brace of ca^ 
tabines at each foot to keep hind: steadyi'' ^ ^ 
-^*5V Bight, Tom/* continued- ; Bothweli| 
%and|> to'do all things in»ordeii; ni^be^giB 
witb thal^eulky bl«ie*bonnet m theingle* 
nook.** .- ^ . .« H- j'. ' . ->- = ;.:? 

^^j^B ixise aceoi^dinglji^f r and takiog' hia 
shealiied^ brc»d*&werd under bir^ arm- to 
suppoilkjiihejtisplence which he meditated; 
placed himself w front ;o£ the stranger no'^ 
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ticed'bfliiel-fiiMei m4iis achnoiifitioilA jUi 

one ttiilibe JbiUr£aikipi.«ar Mfraofany pretliylffi 

^^ I make 80 bold as to request qf ykwh 
precision, b^loved^^'s 91M tfa^^ trooper an- a 
toiler; 'ofmffelMd Mlemnity^ aad'asanmiiigi 
the jiiuitiiiD' o£r^ oovntiy^ pwellcbery ^^^itliatr 

yw. lii^li^torise )ff<Mi)^ yo» fkMi^ ixdoi^y 
abd^ ibaxiiogLvbeottyMirnfaamatiia^ jNttip 

yoUiwilltmoQi over this ineasorelealied^iys^ 
tlie4piiifa0eiA gitt) of tberbettfortabkr l!it»» 
turer . wdMb^he <aam«l; dcMMnhiKte farandf^*^ 
ta 4^6^ bealtll a.ttd Klorifioatioft of hh QraoCf 
the Ai9DbbiMhof> fo£ Si AnAptmSf the^ nmrlkgr) 
pt imale^of ;aU ScoUand.'' > f 

. AU wadtedi for the struger's aiis«rw#*-«! 
Hi8:£aalafes^> austert jev«Q ftOifercicfl^^'iivithp^ 
a: CB»t tof ^ye w)^ch»t without jbemg Mctmhr 
]y oUtque^ approached nearly tOt a d^uuit^! 
and which gave a very sinister expreiaioii. 
to > Wilis' Icoaateb^saGe, My^udd 1 toi^^a fhinie, ^ 
square^ strong, and muscular^ theugfateome^ . 
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tli\<igf under the middle size, aeeaied to an- 
fioiinceia oan unlikely, to underataad. rude 
jestnig^ar to receive io8uila.witb impoiiitjr. 
^' And: wJiatift tlie consequence/' said 
fat^ .)* if. I jdMNild nofc be <liapoaed: to com-f 
ply . i¥itli;vy our uncivil.requett 9^ 
j<^TJ» .coiubeqtteace . thereof^ beloved,^ 
aaU Both:«eU|'>ii} theisame tooe of raillery^ 
^.wUl be, firstly, that I will tweak jLhy pnr 
homns XNT ao3^ Secondly, bdoyedt that I 
vnlJir app^jTf my fiat to thy distorted visual 
Qpt]oa}.,aad,mU. conclude, beloved,; with a 
f«Batical>^ai)f)dtcatioaiof the flat of my 
swxwi to tli9 shouldecs of the recusant'*. 
fi'I^; it ^even, £|or-' said the atrangerj^ 
^^ ibea.give me.thecup ;" and, taking it in 
his han4 said, with a peculiar expression 
of v^uoe md manner^ ** .The Archbishop of 
Sit.^idi;ew4b an^ the flace he now wof thr 
ly Jbolds ^f««may eacb^ prelate m Suolland 
sooa^jbe m^ the :Right .Jteverend. James 
Sbai^.lf ..■ 
*.ff:He haa, taken the test^'! aaidfHatiidaj 
exuitongly.u . 
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' ^''But'With a x|ttalificalioh,»* saifl'Bblli. 
if\AV; »• 16dA\ undiJrrtand what the de*B 
the <ipdt*»earid >^ig1tt(*tftt8.*' » * v ..^h. «. 
*' Comc>, geotlemeft," said Mortdn, who 
became impatient of their insoleAC^, " ## 
are here met as good subjectsi,^ atod 't)tt'tf 
liierry occasion; And wie have a ffght '<<J 
expect vre shall iiot be irotfbtetf with tftfs 
sort of disctissioh * ; ^^ '* 

* fibthwell wis abbut to makb a ^iuHy 
answer^ but Halliday remindcfd hfni iti'tf 
whisper, tUat there* were strict mjunctitons 
that the soldiers ahbuld give no offlhicife' «& 
the men who were bent out to the mnsCbrs;' 
agreeably to the cbuncini orders. SgI» af^ 
ter honouring Morton with a broad atd 
fierce stare, he said, *• Well, Mr P<y|!)fnjay, 
I shall tibt disturb your ireigii ; I teckbn'fi 
will be out by twelve at n}^ht.--^Is it'ndt 
an odd thing, HalHday,^' ht bontihiied, ad^- 
dressing tiis companion, ^ that they should 
make such a fuss about cracking off' their 
birding*pieces at a mark which any #6^ 
man or boy could hit with a day** practice ? 
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If.Captain Pi^ijqijay now» or any of his 
troops would t3y a bout^ either with the 
broadsword, backswordi single rapier, or 
rapier and dagger, for a gold noble, the 
first-drawn blood, there wonld be some 
foul in it--K)r, sounds^ would the bumpkins 
but wrestle, or pitch the bar, or putt the 
atonej or throw the axle«tree» if (touching 
the end of Morton's sword scornfully with 
his toe,) they carry things about them that 
tiiey are afraid to draw.'* 
^..lilortop's patience and prudence now 
gave, way entirely, and he was about to 
make a very angry answer to Bothwell's 
insolent observations, when the stranger 
stepped forward* 

•* This is my quarrel,** he said, " and in 
ibe nwie of the good cause, I will see it 
out myself-^-^Hark thee, friend,'' (to Both* 
well,) ^' wilt thou wrestle a fail with me r'* 
V *• With my whole spirit, beloved,'* an- 
swered Bothwell ; ^' yea I will strive with 
thee, to the downfall of one or both/' 
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<^TheO| ss iny trust is io Him th^ 
cap help|".xftoi;ted JUis antagoiust^ V I will 
fo^rtbwith, inline, thc^. an example to i^tt 
suoh railiiig IB^sbekalis/^ * - .s. 

With that Jm droppedf his coarse, gcegir 
berseoian'^^ ooafc from lus ahoalders»; >atid 
extieniliqg, Jiis stcong bmvvoy anna .<witi% 
a look 0f determmed lesokitioiii hGi^oit^ 
fei^d himself, io the eimteatw The sol- 
dier was. nothing ^abashed by the vu^oOf 
lar frame, broad chesti square shotddereb) 
md' hardy \uok of hia antagonist} but, 
^histli^g with great composure, uabucbf 
]|9d his belt, and laid aside his miUtary 
^at. The company stood round .theav 
anxious for the event, 
^ lu the first struggle the trooper seem** 
f d to have acme advantage, and also iu ihA 
4e^ndy though neither could be consi^ 
dered as decisive. But it. was plain he had 
put liis whole strength too suddenly forth, 
against an antagonist possessed of great 
endurance^ skill, vigour,: and length of 
wind^ In the third, close, the country- 



Hiiii^ liftad bSs oppoften€ hitly ffom' the 
floOTt. attd.huricd him to the ground witb 
siadir ▼iotonot^' ihafc he^ lay for ao ittvlanfcr 
stmiined »ad moiiei^leis^ His .cemrad^ 
HallidajT) immediateiy drew his ixrctdf 
^ ¥04 >Ibvii k\lM dry ae^eaht,"^ he *6xv 
tiiiimd: to tlM viof aiwii# Drrettic&rf ^ ^ 1 smd* 
li^ »U thtft itwcl^ yon shall anawet ilil'' ft 

hM Statkd bM>k'!^'rcrkd Mofttm iatidUi 
eilmpailiooi^ ^ it was all fair ph^^jrteff 
tibBMadeaoitghta f»H, and he bks.gotfiti;'?'^ 
c^^f'Tbati* tfte enotigb,^ satd BotbweDi aa 
b^aiowly KSie ;'i^ put w^ your Ulho^^ TmiU 
I^'did not thiiric , there waa a xrop^ar cS 
tbeiii'alL oaiild fa»ve iaid 4hA btot cap anil 
leather in the Kingfs lift-Ooanls on the 
flwr of a rascally ehange4ioiise.^^Harb ye^ 
ftriend, gW4 me yew? faand/^ The strangef 
held oob his haod« *^ I promise you*/^ aatdi 
BotUweH^ aqueesing Isis htad rery har^ 
V that the jitme shall oamS wheit we tt'ill 
i*eet ag^B, and try IJm gsmeover te « 
more earnest inahnen^ 

'/^^Aand F)l promise ]^''^ Mid ^e ktnUm 
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g€r» veturona^i-tbeMgrasp with eqiml fim- 

nass, «^^^tfaat| wltew iimt next meet, I ^nll 

lay lyoup^head as low ». it lay even' nmTy 

nrheflb^oii ahadi lack the'power to lift it4H> 

again/^i i ■ '■•:■■ J-r fi , ; ■•■ .-i^;; 

^ : < ' Welli ' : helored/^ answered BobkireU^ 

^^if tbou be^sta wfaig, thou art a stout'ttdd 

« brave one, and so good emn toi thQM»» 

Had^st jbest take thy nag before tfaettMiiet 

makes*, the round ; for, I prdmiae thee, he 

libs^stay-d lesa suspicious-looking personiiS' 

.The stranger seemed to think that the 

biat.w^ not to be neglected i he flung 

down his reckoning, ^nd ^ing int^^ittbe 

stable^ saddled and brought out arpower- 

ful black horse, now riecruited by reat and 

i^age^ and tnrning to Morton^ observed, 

V I ride towards Mifaiwood, which I /hear 

la your ^horne; will you give me tiie advan^ 

tage and protection of jtmhr cofnpaiiy ?^? f>> 

** Certainly,'' said Morton, ^ altboogh 

tJh^i^e was sMBetbing; of gloomy and;i^lent-» 

less severity in the man^a tmaasier} iraai 

which his ihind recoiled* His conipatiion^ 
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afiket air coilrteonS' good-liig^ brakes 4ip 
' And went off m di^mnfe dirteSionSy some 

Joteping vthon ^ company for dbout a miie^ 

aiittii thej dropped off one by ene^ and the 

tra^eUers were left alone* 

/f^^SlB^tj^companyt had not lon^ left the 
tUbwtfy as Blane's pubhohonse was call- 
^•diprjwhra 'tbe «trum pets and kettle-drunis 

fBtuided. Tba tcoopers got nnder arlns 

in ::tbef -jnarket-place at this nnexpect^ 

%d7«tmmon8^ wbil^ with faoes of anxiety 

r and earaestnesSf Comet Grahame, and the 

^Bmv(Mt of the borough, followed by ^ half 

a dozen soldiers, and town-officers wi<li 
^Ibert^ entered the apartment of Nlei 
:fiiane; ' .'■'■..■• ^ . • 

V. .^ Ciuard the doors,'' ¥rere the first words 
>«diioh the comet spoke i *^ let no mati 
leave the house.-^o, Bothwell, how comes 
this? Btid yon not hear them sound boot 
tedaaddlePV 

}f 1^ Mt^ was jtot going ^ quarters^ sir/^ 

iaid hi* oomrade:; ^^ he lias had a bad fall** 

;;^; lap fay, I siippon^i^V said Grahame. 



86 TALM or Mr &ANX>LORJ). 

loyttl bkml Witt btcilljr iiroicct.jpoli." . > . i.i^ 

^* You should htbrt^ httas-at epsdurten^ 
Seijeatrt fiotbweH ^ ^sea have lovl a gdLtden 
d)»portoiiit j.^ ' Hett i are new4 come i that 
^e Arcfabifthdp o£*St AndreWB baa bMnr 
itrangely and foully, assassinated by :^«jr 
body of i the rebel wbigs^. wbo^ iporsued; atti 
sibpficd; bis canHagtt oni Sfaguf^MatBr^^Bebif 
tbd town of Sc Aodfews^ digged fatn d«t^ 
abdl dispatched bimwitb Uimf sWonia and 
dbggem/' ■ ' •■''-: r: ■■■'■^■•^: 

All stood aghast at the Intelligenee. ' ^^ 

" Here are their descriptions/* coBfi4 

aiied the cori^et, pullrng out a procteffta- 

tion> '^ the repaid of a thousand tlierks ir 

en each of their beads.'* — 

** The test, the test, an* the ■ ^dfficsM 
tion !"said Bothwell to HalHdiy; ♦< I kmwr 
the meaning iKm^-^Zdunds that we- iboifld 
Hoi! have stopt him ! Gt) saddle our hopl^ 
HalUday»-^Was tbtte one df the ttren^' Cdr» 



11^ :reff stout aod sqoaie-midey dduble<# 
diested, thin in kbeflftok% bawkhnoaed j*^ 

;r¥iSrtajr^. ftta)r,'';8tikl:Cornel Oi:diam£» ^< let 
mt look at the pkper^-^Ii&Jitoun of Ra*» 
tbiitet/ tall,: tbinr Uack-faained.'' 
^fifXIuit i»'not mj maoy'' «aid BothwdL ' 

.t4h : John- fiatfoiir, called fiurley , aquilida 
womi f8di>haired^:^ve feet eight inches Hat 
lieigbt.'*'***^-^:---. •' 

h!^. It is: he^-^it is the very man»7 sAid 

Botbwellj .'*^ ■ skellies fearfully with one^ 

e|jrei r . 
,** Rights" continued Grahanie, ** rode a 

$trong black horse taken from tl^e primate 

at the time of the murder/' 

** The very man/* exclaimed Bothwell, 
^rand the very horse ! he v^as in this room 
Xj^ot a quarter of an hour since." 

A few hasty enquiries tended still more 
tp. confirm the opinion^ that the reserved 
and stern stranger was Balfour of fiurley^ 
the actual commander of tbe band of assas* 
sitiSt ,who» in the fury of misguided zeal, 
had murderejd the primatCi whom they ac« 
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Gidentally met, as they were seiarcbing for 
another person against whom they bore 
enmity. In their excited imagination the 
easual rencounter had the appearance of a 
providential interference^ and they put to 
death the archbishop, with circumstances 
of great and cold-blooded cruelty^ under 
the beiiefy that the Lord, as they expfMsed 
it, had delivered him into their hand.' ^' 

'** Horse, horse, and pursue, my lads,* 
exclaimed Cornet Grahame ; '^ the mur« 
dering dogV bead is worth its weight /SQ 
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V/Xx AJr JL'JCiXv Y • 

Haata ii^bere {h^ RedcroBs banners wave on hi^, 
^ Signalof honoured death| or victory I 

■''''■ ' ' •''■'■. James Duif.' 

'MoBTON and his companiotis had at- 
tained some distance from the town befBt^ 
erther of them addressed the other. There 
was something, ad we have observed, re- 
pulsive m the manner of the stranger, 
which prevented Morton from opening 
the* conversation, and he himself seemed 
to have no desire to talk, until, on a sad- 
den, he abruptly demanded, ^' What has 
your father's son to do with such profane 
mummeries as I find you engaged in T 

'^ I do my duty as a subject, and pursue 
my harmless recreations according to my 
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own pleasure;^ replied Morton^ aomewhat^ 
offended. 

^^ Is U yoiUTHdutyf tbiak you. or that of 
any Christian young man^ to bear arms la 
their cause who have povveddut the blood 
of God's saints in the wilderness as if it 
had been water ? pr is it a lawful recrea« 
tion to waste; timeM ^^hoetiug ^t.a konck 
of feathers^ and <!%^se y^siif l^^T'etiitrg ^ith 

wine-bibbing ia publix>houses anct market* 

,1 

fowns» when He that is mighty is come 
intP the land with his fan in his hand} rto 
pjurge the wheat from the chaff?'' . 

*Vi suppose, from your style of convct-? 
sation/' said Morton» *' that you are oneof 
those who have thought proper to stand, 
out against the government I mtwtre. 
mind you that you* are unnecessarily usiog^ 
dangerous language in. the presence of a 
mere stranger, and that times do not ren'^ 
der it safe for me to Hsten to it'' : 

** Thou can'st not help it, Henry Mor*. 
touy'" said his companion ; <* thy master has 
his. uses for thee^ and when he calls thou 
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mtiBtitshej. Well wot I- thou hatt not 
heard ti)e call of m true preacher, or thou 
harij»rii#ra now been what thou wiltr aa^ 
stftdlf one <iay become.*' • 

'^ We< Mb of the preabytman persua* 
sion/^ said Morton, '^ like yourself.^ 

•For- hfs omcle's^ family aUended tht 
mikmCry of one of those numerous pres«» 
bjteri^a ckrgymeOy whot» complying with 
certain regulations^ were licenaed to preadli 
iBvithout interruption^' from the govern** 
nwnti/' 'Thia indulgemef as* it was tailed^ 
made a great stbism. among the presbyte* 
riaaBi ^and those who accepted of it were 
aercrdy censured . by the more rigid sectan 
nei^who refused the proffered termsi The 
attanger^' therefore, answered with great 
dipAuu to MortonV fm>feBsion of faith. 

; ^f 'That k but an equivoGation-«ra poor, 
equivocation. Yc listen 'cm the safobiath. 
to a coldy worldly, time-serving discourse^ 
fraaly one who forgets his high commissioa 
saiDuch as to hold his* apostleship by the 
favour of the courtiers and the false pr&Y 
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lates^ and ye caH that hearing tb^ Vbf^! 
Of all the baits with which the devil has 
fished for souls in these days of blood and 
darkness, that Black Indulgence has bete 
the most destructive. An aipfut dispensa- 
tion it has been, a smiting of the shepherd 
and a scattering of the sheep upon the 
mountain^«-an uplifting of x>ne Christian 
banner against another, and a fighting of 
the wars* of darkness with the swords of 
the children of light.** 
" ^* My uncle,** said Morton, "is of opi* 
niouj that we enjoy a reasonable freedom 
df conscience under the indulged clergy, 
many and I must necessarily be guided by 
his sentiments respecting the choice of a 
place of worship for his family.** •' 
I •• Your uncle/* said the horseman, **i8 
one of those t0 whom the least lamb lor his 
own folds at MthiWood is dearer thitii 'Ihe 
whole Christian flock. He is M^e- that 
doold.: willingly bend down to the goldeh^' 
calf of 'Betbel, and Wokild hate^'fisbed fi^i^ 
the dust thereof when it was ground to 



powder and;. cast, upcm tbe waters.' Thy 
fsitber was a-man of aototlier stamp/' 

'* My &lheT^*^ tHflkd Morton^ ^> was ia* 
de$dA,i>raye and, gallant roan. And you 
niay have heard, sir, that he fought for 
that xo^al ^mily in whose name I. was this 
4ay carrying aims/' 

.^'VAy; and bad he lived to see these 
djay^ ..h^.wojild have cursed the hour he 
eyer drew sword in their cause. But mori^ 
of this hereafter«--I promise thee full sure* 
]jrlhat.thy hour will comC) and then the 
w^c^s thou hast now heard will atick in 
thy bosom like barbed arrows. My road 
lies there.** ^ - . 

He pointed' to wards^ a pass leading up 
into a wild eifitepb of dreary and desolate 
hilla; but as he was about to turn his 
hone's head into the li^ggcd path, which 
led from the high-road in that direction^ an 
c44 woman wrapped in,. a red cloak, who 
n^^sitting by the cross >way^.arose> and 
lumroaching bifOi 4aid» ite a myptefious tone 
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na up the pass tHc night ' for* j^dtir'HVtSi 
There is a liott in the -pat^, that ib^tbete. 
file curate* of' B^xrthent^ije and tifti M" 
dfers kae beset -the pate, to bae tM K^es 
iof t>Dy oif OUT puirwinderws'tbati^ntttre 
that gate to join wi' HamHtoaMatad^TBg" 
wali/*' ■ ;.•....» •>v,i, 

"Hive the pertecutied Mk <}ftlw«f^%> 
aiiy'bea^ among themstivtAt-f^' dcmkU dtd 
the stranger. "' - *■- * 

■ "JtboUt sisrty or' seveiHy hitttfe and 
ibtH,'^ said the oM' dihie ,• •* but, e^^hoiiri 
they are puirly armed, and warse ftndbd 
wi' victual." 

': «« dbd wilfbelp Rii^ovb;*' s«!dthb1tointe- 
tnau. ""Whifeh* ^y shaH T tstke tb Jdfe 
thenj?"-' *■'• '■ '■■' ■•' -'■■•«'«-■ 

"It's a'ttiittfe a«i)6s8ibWty •tbft^Kfgh^" 
said the' 'woman, *•« tbfe 'tribjJertf'Ireepf ske 
>trict'a( '^ard * 'and' thejr raytbeWVStrt*^ 
news come Irae th6'^fi that''fiifiie9**tlHM(i 



4NpYe iMiii^ take shelter, ^oio^ate^ for the 
night before ye get to the maira^ and keep 
yoiaaei ifj^: hiding till the grey o' the 
Viorqyupg, aad then ya may find yxuir wtj 
through the Dialp^ Most. When I beiFd 
^tdie v^wfa' ; thfiSatettings a' the oppreisori^ 
JK^^etovlbkok .my oloak about me* and sate 
down by the way-side, to warn ony tif ; pur 
pM|PE«rMaitt»racl semo^nt thU: clyuiced to 
-njmut 'tibift 9at4^ 4)e£bre they JelL ilMo the 
nets of the spoilers;'^ ' .. ,. 

/. ^^Ham^ y^iiiaJiouse^aar thb?*fi^i<tthe 
•traagpr;* ^< and eaa you give, nie hiding 

^* I haire,^ said the old woii|a%. v^' a hut 
:hsf the wfj^-ndf^.i&iiHigrJbe a viihib frooi 
iMHioe; J;ivti(^.Wfn/pj^.Belial» called^da* 
goons, ave lodged therein, to spoit mjf 
hti|iMrii<#gwdar^^^ B^KSftt^^ heeausa 
i^i^jiofc4«i»Mt;apQii Ae Uvi\i^sf,, thrift- 
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for thy council'* Mid the strangec^ a& be 
rode away. 

'^ The blessings of the promise upoa 
yooi'' returned the old dame ; ** may He 
keep yoii that can keep you/' 
. **Araenl'- said the traveller ;./' ibr» 
where to hide my head this night, mottal 
skill cannot direct me.^ > . . i 

^f I am very, sorry for your diatma,?^ 
said Morton ; ^' and had I a hcwae or place 
of shelter that could be called my own^ - 1; 
almost tiiink I would ri^ the uimttt ri* 
gour c^ the law ntthet. than^.leave you ia 
such a strait. But my un^* >; is so alarm^^ 
ediat the pains andr penalties denounced 
bf the laws agaiwt. suctb«as Mmforty itp 
Qtiv€i or ooiiiifMrt : with^ inierKX^nununed 
persons^ that he has strktly f<Nrb^4fftt all 
ef us :teriM>14^aiiy interoHUPie witb.tbwi/' 
' - ^' lit iaqiiK)^!^ thM Lfxpectedy'V said the 
9liaf9id^fB^l^^^miw^^^ nigbl^ be xfft» 

^ftdt witibout biSi knoptedgerrna hm^M 
lHiy4oft^ ^j»»^!evtMlhedftmp^y ^buM whiaw.I 
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0puU s(rcitob:«)e d9WB> woaldiieto my ha* 
bits like a tabernacle of silver set about with 
planks of cedar/' 

, ** I assure you,'' said Mortoo, much em<* 
barrassed, '' that I have not the means of rer 
ceiving you atMilnwood without my uncle^e 
oanMBt an4 knowledge; nor^ if I could 
do so, would I think myself justifiable in 
engaging him unconsciously in a danger, 
which, moat of all otbers» he fears und de- 
preeatfs.'' 

'' Well^'' said the tnivelter, '' I have but 
one word to say« Did you ever hear your 
iiithev mention John Balfeur of Burley ?'' . 
. *^ H4i ancient friend «od eomrade^ who 
saved his life* with ^Im^st the louof his 
Mm, IB the battle of LongaHurston-Moor r 
«4iOfteot 1r«ry often/' 

<f I atai that Belfiwr. Yonder ataads tb|( 
Mck^a house} I see the light wsoeg the 
titoea. The erengar 4if bknad is bebind me^ 
ted^ my death eertew entfl»s I baiM refuge 
ih«M. ' NeM^ mite «h|^ «bof6% JVPWI 
man ; toahrink i^om the sktfi of thy father's 
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fnend, lik^' a thief in the* titght, and* 16 
leare him- ^xptosed to thd Moody* deaifc 
from which he rescued thy fether, or to 
expose thrne uncle's warldly 'go6ds to 
such peril, fas, in this perrerse generatioiiyi 
attends those who give a morsel ofibfread 
or a draught of cold water to ^a Chrietiai 
irtani'wheti pcrishuig for lack ef refr<tsh- 
meiitf* ■ ''■ ' > 

A thf^trsand recollections thronged' ott 
the mind of Morton at once. His fatheij 
whose memory he idolized, bad often ^h^ 
larged upon his obligations to this mao^ 
and regretted, that, after having been long 
comrades, they had parted in some xxn* 
kindness at the time when the kingdom 
of ScoHand was divided into Resokitionerfe 
and Protesters ; the farmer of whoon.^dht^ 
red to Charles 11. after his fatber's 4eath 
iipon the'ScafFold, white' the- Protesters.. irt- 
cliired rather to^a unicnmvitb the triumphi> 
ant republicans* 'H. The' stern -fanaticisBiii4>f 
Burley had 'attached/ hinV'tQ ihit ^latter par^ 
ty, and the comrades liad parted 411 displea* 
aure^ never, as it happened, to meet again« 



^U> MORTALITY. 99 

Diese ciFetimstances^ tbe^eoea^ed Colonel 
liAortonrhadrofien menttoued to^bis son, 
and' alw^ays with an expression of deep. re* 
gret,: that be had nevef^ in any manner, 
hcen enabled to repay tbie assistance^ wbicby 
on>moie than one occasionv be bad received 
lyoiBnBurle}^ 

((if^uhastea^ Morton's decision, tbe* night* 
wind, as it swept along, brought from a 
distance the sullen sound of a^keltle-drum/ 
whicb, seeming to approach nearer, intima* 
ted that a body of hoVse were upon their 
iMarch towards them. > < 

: ** It must be Claverhouse, with the rest 
of bis regiment. What can have occasion* 
ed- this nigh t*march ? If you go on^ you 
ftlkinito their liaadfr-«-i£ you turn back tch 
^wards the* borougii^town, you are in no leas 
danger fiiom Cornet Grahame^a party;?-*K^ 
The'path to the hill is beset, ^ I must sheU 
teryou atMihiwood, or expose. you tctiur. 
Itanit^death ;^-4>ut the puuishmeutiof tl)e 
hmi shall fall' upon myself, as injustice it 
fhould^ iiot 4ipon my -unielet'^follow iue^? 
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f;iBuriey» who had: a wafted his Tesolntkm 
wi&h gceat jcomposure, vBOjw followed him. hi 
-silent/' V-:?' ^^ . . ? ^•." *•?••- • 

i^^The iioaie of Mihiwodd^ buib: by the fftit 
ther o£ t)ie rpraieiit proprietor, ' wv a.deoeBt 
ib^aioi^ saitabler to the size of the esl^ke, 
but^ since the accession of this oaniftiv^t 
hati bceit ^suffered to^ gfx considemUy foib 
disrepair. At sonm- little. distance £ro|i]*4li0 
bouse stood . the ootirt dT offic6S4^^ Here Moiw 
ton pausedw 

~ C4 1 uiQgt leave you here for a fittie 
he whispered, '^ until I cau provide a 'btiki 
fi>r you: in the house/* 

** I care little for such delicacy/* saild^ 
Bnriey ; *' for thirty years tliis head has^ #^est* 
ed ^ftener on the turf, ^r on the matgiiy 
stone, than upon either wocd or dowiu'* lA' 
draught of ale, a morsel of breach to sajr^ my 
pray era,^ and ta stretch me upon d#y hay, 
"W^ere to ni^ as good • as a -painted- cliamJMBr 
and a prinoc's tablek*^ '^ -^ 

' It' occttrsed ta jMotCon at the> same mb^ 
lOMi^ :^tfaat% -^t^Msm^mpu jb^ mt»duoe^^fthe( 
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fugitive ivitbin thelibiise, would materia 
kWy iftcreade the danger of detection. Ac* 
trordingly, having struck a light with im* 
plements left in the stable for that purpose, 
•and having fastened up their horses, he as* 
aigiied Burley, for hi^ place of repose, a 
ftrooden bed, placed in a loft half full of 
.faay, which an out*of^or domestic had 
DCfcupied until dismissed by his uncle in* 
xrm of those fits of parnmony which be- 
came more rigid from day to day/ In this 
.^lUKtcnanted loft Mortoir left his c6dipa-u 
imi0t$9 with a canticm so tojdiade his 
light that no reflection might be seett 
^j^m the windowi 'and a prdmbe £hat he 
«rould presently refcorn with so ch refreiih- 
,inent9 as he might be a^Ie to ^jMrocurelat 
rthat late houn Thil lasti, indeed, wa^^ 
,tttl]jeet 'on iirfthrh' he felt, by :nOf: meatas 
fxmfident, for the po\i'er of 'obtaining evqii 
ft^ most ordinary prdvisiona depended en- 
tirely upon the humotir in M4ifch he might 
Imppen to^'find his dfible-8 sde confidante, 
the t>ld faousekeepen If the- chanced to be 
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abed, which was very likely, or out of 
humour, which was not less so, Morton 
well knew the case to be at least problem- 
atical. 

Cursing in his heart the sordid parsi- 
mony which pervaded every part of his 
uncle's establishment, he gave the usual 
gentle knock at the bolted door, by whiclk 
he was accustomed to seek admittance^ 
when accident had detained him abwa4 
beyond the early and \ established hoursrof 
rest at the house of Milnwqod* It was jr 
sort of hesitating tap, which carried an 
acknowledgment of transgression in its 
very sound, and seemed rather to solicit 
than command attention. After it had 
been repeated again and again^ the house- 
keeper, grumbling betwixt her teeth an 
she rose from the chimney xorner in the 
hall, and wrapping her checked handker- 
chief round her bead to secure herefrom 
the cold: air^ paced across the stone pasi^ 
?^ge, and reputed a careful " Wha*s there 
at ibis time o' night ?** more than once be- 
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fore she undid the bolts and bars, and cau- 
tiously opened the door. 

^^ This is a fine time o' nighty Mr Henry,** 
said the old dame^ with the tyrannic iuso<^ 
lence of a spoilt and favourite doqies^ic ; — 
*Va braw time o' night and a bonnie, to dis- 
tiucb a peaceful house in, and to keep quiet 
fel'ks out o' their beds waiting for you. 
Yovnr uncle's been in his amaist three hours 
syne/ and Robin's ill o' the rheumatize, and 
lies to his bed too, and sae I had to sit 
up for ye mysel, for as sair a hoast as I 

i Here she coughed once or twice, in fur- 
ther evidence of the inconvenience which 
she had sustained. 

' *^ Much obliged to you^ Alison, ^nd ma- 
ny kind thanks." 

': ** ^Hegb, sirs, sae fair-fashioned as we 
are i Many folk ca' me Mistress Wilson, and 
Milnwood himsel is the only ane about the 
town thinks o' ca'ing me Alison^ and indeed 
; he as aften says Mistress ^ iUison as ony 
plher thing.** 
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**.WelI, then; Mhtn^ Alfso!^''^aid Mbti 

ton, ** I really am soti^y to hafc kept *^d0 

Up wsititrg tin I catoc itt.'' 

^^ ** 'Afid BOW that ye are cotkie in, Mr 

Henry, what fefr do ye no tik rip y GUI' 

idatfdle and galng to your bed ? attd nrindk 

y& dinnft I«t (he tsrndte sweal as ye gai% 

itAig the wainscot parlour; and havti ^' 

the"ht)\ise iteouring to get odt thfr gri^ 
ifg^.**- ■ ' ' " ' ''■■'"■ ■•■ - 

** But, Alison, I really Aiust* harie soniew 
tWhg to ea[t/ind a draught ef afe^ 6tfore t 
go to bed. •* '^ 

" Eatr-i-and ale, Mr Hdttly?»^My ccr- 
|te, yeVe ill to serve ! Do ye think we hav© 
j6a heard o* your grand popthjay-wartc yon* 
^<r, atid bow ye bleeied awily as thuckfe 
pouther as wad bae shot a' the wildHfo#l 
i'hat wfell want afweeto abd Gandleitials-^ 
land then ganghig niajoring to &e -piper^ 
HowfF Wi* rf the idle loons in the CMifatifyi 
kmt sittihg thfere ^irlir^ «t-y<mr ^ptidr 
imclb^ ^s( ift^idoUbl'/'Wi; ^' tbe^^ff ted 
xaff o' the water-sidl^ till sun«down/ and 
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3^ >ven& maU^r and mair-?" - i: r ^ - -- 
Extremely vexed^ yjet iniQouiSi' fm^ 90 
Q0(iio|^o£,b^s.giDe$t, tofxo€W4t i^fteskmento 
i£ (ipssiblei Morton suppressed :i^s >i»5etit» 
meaty ^ and good-bumooredly .aaiitued Mft 
||r,U9on that be vas. really both :^9gry and 
ifmsty.; ^^and as for the shootiiig- at the 
|K>pii^ay» i < have heard you say jqii :haw 
been there yourself, Mrs Wilson— I midl^ 
y^sm bad come to look at uf^*l , < 

k /f /;AJh Maisterllenry,*' saM the<)ld ^^ 
*' I wish ye binna beginning to>lei;irQ the 

way of blawing w a^ woms^'s Iug« wi' a^ 

your whi)ly*wha's !-«-AweeIj sae ye dinna 

practise them but on auld wives like m«» 

iIm less ttiatter. 3ut tak heed o' the 

yowtg queans, lad.^-^Popiajay-^-^y think 

youra^l i a bnf fellow enow ; and troth l^^ 

iswfl^fiiB^ him with tlie candle^ '^ tfaeri'a 

1^ fault to^fifid "wi* the outside, if the iii« 

sMe> be :GOBrorini|Btg.^ fBut I w ind| when I 

teas H gilpei^^ of ft kssQckkSeeifis the DukOi, 
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that wte him that lost his head at London 
—folk said it wasna a rery gude ane# bat 
it waa aye a sair loss^ to hinii puir gentle- 
man— ^Awcel, he 'wan the popinjay, for 
few cared to win it ower his Grace's head 
.-^Wecl, he had a comdy pr«ience, and 
when a^tbfc gentles mounted to show their 
*jcapers»' bis^Grace was as neao* to me as I 
OUD to you ; and he said to me, ^^ Take tent 
:o' youFsel) my bonnie lassie, (these were 
his \rcry woMs) for my horse is not very 
tJhaiicy.'-*tAiid now, as ye say yebadsae 
little to eat or drink, I!ll let you see that I 
' h&re n^e. been sae unmindfu' o' you, for I 
dinna think it*s safe for young.folk to jgang 
. to their bed on an empty stamach/' 

Td do Mrs Wilson justice, her nocitunial 

harangues upon such occasions not unfre- 

quently terminated with this sage apo- 

/thegm, which always prefaced the prod u- 

* cing of some provision a little better than 

. ordinary, such 'as sh& now placed before 

him; In fact, the principal object of her 
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maundering was to display her consequence 
and love of power ; for Mrs Wilson was not, 
at the bottom, an ilUtempered woman, and 
oertaioly loyed her old and young master 
(b6thof whomshe tormented extremely) bet* 
. teir than any one else in the world. She now 
tyed Mr Henry, as she called him^ with 
great complacency as he partook oC her 
«good cfaeer« 

.'' >* Muckle gude may it do ye, my bonpy 
vinan. I trow ye didna get sic a skirl?iu« 
-tbe^pan as that at Niel Blape's* His wife 
was a canny body, and could dress things 
yery weel for ane in her line o' business, 
•but BO like a gentleman's housekeeper, to 
be sure, fiut I doubt the daughter's a 
> silly tbingr~an unco cockernony she had 
'busked on her head at the kirk la&t ,San- 
>iiay« I am doubttng that there will be 
news o' a^* thae- braws. But. my auld een's 
'drawing tbegither-— dinna hucry ' • yoursel, 
«iy bonny man,* take mind about the put- 
ting out the candle^ and there/a a born of 
ale, and a glass of clow«gilliefk)\ver water ; 
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I dtiim giVHka body that i I ke^ it At « 
pam 1 7bae /wbiln^iii jny eitt steiiiaciij^;tiii4 
hVbclfter 4br. yeoi! yottng blood tban kraoH 
dy. Sae^ gitder^Dight «D ye, Mr Hemy/ md 
S9€( tbift yt Ukt glide care o' theciBdle.'^Y . 
Morton promised to i^end puA^tmllj^ 
1^ lier -cwtiooA and requested heiT/nolr^r^iit 
tM|:al^0icd.4f she besurd the door opent 
g4% 49 ahe knew he must agaili^ aaMUM 
lds» look ta his< horse^ and arrange him ^ 
the ntghtv Mrs Wilson then: retreate#i[ 
4wd l)iforton,i f^ his pravisMiMk: 

was about to hasten to his gu€st» when the 
nodding head of the old housekeeper was 
again tbrust in at the door, with an ;idnio- 
iptitioui to remember to take an account df 
hb ways before he laid himself down to 
feat, ^d to pray for protection during the 
hours of darkness. Such were the man« 
9ers of a certain class of domeistics, once 
coinnfion . in Scotland, and perhaps still to 
V* found in some old manor-houses in its 
gemote counties. They were fixtures in 
|h$ fifcw*y tbiy belonged to ; and as tlrn^j 
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nerer cancel v:edtb6 possibility of such a 
tkiDg tardiraiission to ijewithia the chafi^ 
C08> of their Itveb^ OfiCf were» of coursie^ sio- 
ioeiely attitbhed to every member of itr 
On the other hand) when spoiled by the to- 
^Igenee or indolence of their superior^ 
^y . were very apt to become ilUtemperedy 
sai£q^ifficientt and tyrannical ; so much so^ 
that a mistro^s or ^master would sometimes 
almoM have wished to exchange their cross^^ 
giramed fidelity for the smooth and accom^* 
ModMiiig' duplicity of amodem mei^al.' ^^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 
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Tea, this man's brow/like to a tngic leaf, 
Foreteb the nahire o^ b tiagfd vokntt*' > - 



*t-i 



Being at ladgtb rid of tbe'houftekeef>- 
ers presence, Morton made a collection 
of what he had reserved from the provi- 
sions set before him, and prepared to carry 
them to his concealed guest. He did not 
think it necessary to take a light, being 
perfectly acquainted with every tura of 
the road ; and it was lucky he did not do 
so, for he had hardly stepped beyond the 
threshold ere a heavy trampling of horses 
announced, that the body of cavalry, whose 
kettle«drums they had before heard, were 
in the act of passing along the high-road 
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which winds round the foot of the bank 
on which the house of Milnwopd was 
placed. He heard the commanding officer 
distinctly give the word halt. A pause of 
silence followed, interrupted only by the 
occasional neighing or pawing of an impa« 
tienl charger, 

** Whose bpuse is this ?" said a voice iff a 
tone of authority and coii^mand, ^ 

" Milnwood, if it like your honour," was 
thel reply. 

^i '^ Is the owner' well af&ct^d ?^' ^s^aid the 
!enquirer. r . 

** He complies with the oxders of go- 

/iiFemmeiBt^ and frequents an indulged .minisi- 

ter/Nwds the response. 

.' -^f Hum J ay 1 Indulged? a meretinaik 

^£or treai^n, very>impplitioally allowed: to 

those who are too great cowards- to wear 

I their prjincipje^! barefaced^^^Had . we not 

'better siepd uj^a party iaiid se^Pjch. jtbe 

f«bcws^tiin c^§e some of tb« b|pody y^l^ns 

,<conqerned in this heatl^aish'^utcbjBry Q9ay 

k.'feefwi>ceiiiled,initr'~S r. I' .^ '. .,.. . 
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Ere Mof toil cddld rttovtr^ iitim the 
al^m into wbkhithis^ pre|x]«a3 had throwm 
bim, a third speokef i^oJnedy <^^ ^I ^bail-' 
not think it lit -alt iietressary ; MihiWocId: b^ 
an infirm^ bjpochandriac old itoa*, ;w1mj 
-nwtv meddle Vitfa ' politiGB, and kHret^b^ 
money-bags and bonds better ithanf,iMii^ 
Mr.gaJm the worM. m.m.plJ^ 
h^n was at the ^Wappin-scbavr to-day^ umli -■ 
gained the popinjay, which does not lookt^ 
like a fanatic. I should think they ai^ 411 
gbile to bed long i^nce, and am fthu-itr at^ 
this time of night might kill the poor old 
man.^ 

«' WeU/' rejofiied the leader, '' if tbit {le" 
so, to search the honse wdnld be lost titaa^,^ 
dr'whicb we biTebttt little to throw aWay« 
Gkntiemen of the iLife €hiardsi forward-^ 
Hfttrdh." ' . . v.^ '- •- 

A few notes on the trumpet, mingled 
with 'the occasional boom of tJle "kettle*^ 
dnmii to knark the cadcnc^f joined wMb 
the tramp of hoofs wA the clash of arms^^ 
announced that the troop Uad testtmed-ibr 



r'r 



IXkV MOltTAXiITar* : 113 



mirch.: Tbemocm broke out as the lead^ 
ing fiJes of the cdumn iattalnod a.hill up 
which the road winded,, jand jshewed ftndia»^ 
titttttlylheiglitieriiigof Uie steel-^aps ; aod 
$be idadc Bguiea of tiieu horses and ridei^ 
might. te imperfectly traced. throi^h th*. 
^[Mnu- lESiey cxmtiBii^ to advance up ih»; 
l9iI#:iNtt4i^Mireep^overtbe top.o£ it vW suicfli 
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^fWlwa the kst of i iheohr had disappear^^j 
3q|Liiig'^ JMortoit ;xesusnecL hjs purpose of ^ y ir 
^tOpgiMi gilfsta^^ Mj^i^eirtfriogotiwipl^Cff 
of refuge, he found him seated on rfajt 
i^lpible concern w 

hisuhaiid,' which be seemed to 3ludy wit]|: 
in^oife iDeditattibn;^ ^iaiiroadswrord,;Whict^ 
hir 4iid^ ^sbest^ied itisithei«first. alarm al) 
the arrival of the dragoons, lay nak^! 
liBtQi^chis k»eest'an»b$hsrlittte taper that 
sMidfi^4>eskle "hiai< upoii> ^tfac^^old^ ijchesti 
l)M«h Mrvei^ Ifae^ipiirposeiof a ^le^ i}imf^:j 
a tptvtiill' ii»d Ampsi^eet lif^ lupwi^^hoae, 
sisrs^atidi^baMi (Icfttairesgm. IT f^fo^ 
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city was rendered more solemn and di^ 
nided by a wild cast of tragic enthusiasm* 
His brow was that of one in whomsom^ 
strong o'er mastering principle has over* 
whelmed all other passions and feelings 
like the swell of a. high spring-tide, when 
the usual cliffs and breakers vanish from 
the eye, and their existence is only>indica» 
ted by the .chafing ifdam of the war^s^^^tbat 
burst and wheel over thenu > He nised, 
bis head, aftier Morton had oontemplate4 
him for about a minute. 

** I perceive,** said Morton, looking at 
his sword, ^ that you heard the horsemen 
Tide by ; their passage delayed me for some^ 
minutes*" > « 

''I scaix;ely heeded them," said fial<* 
four ; ** my hour is not yet come. That I 
shall one day fall into their hands, and 
be honourably associated with the saints 
whom they have slaughtered, I am full 
well aware. And I would, young man, 
that the hour were come ; it should be 
as welcome to me as ever wedding to 
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bridegrootn. But if my (Master has moce 
work tor me on earth, I must not do his ia4 
bftwr grudgingly.'* 

/f^Eak and.irefresh yourself/? said Mor* 
t^.i* *S to-morrow yowr safety requires you 
should leavt this place, in order, to gain the 
hUls]^ • so soon as you can see to distinguish 
thev track througb^ the moiasaes/^ 
^Jf" Ymnig man/*, returned! Balfbqr/ *f yoU( 
atoOiaiieady weary of me» and would be yet 
Ooret S0^ perchance, ; did yott know the 
task upon which I have been lately put*: 
AndJLi fWonder not that it should be so, for 
there are times when I am weary of my^i 
self./ Think you not it is a sot e trial for 
flesh andffblood, to be called upon to exe*^ 
cube) the righteous judgments of Heaven 
Mthtleiwe are yet in the body^ and retata 
that blinded sense and sympathy for carnal; 
suffcrHigwhich makes^ our o\«rn flesh thrill 
when we strike afgai^ upon the body of 
another? Aqd think you^ that when som6 
prime tyrant has been removed from, hu 
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placei that the instramentsof ii\% fnimgh*^ 
ment can at ail times look back tm their 
share in his downfall with firm aiid*tMK 
shaken nerves ? Mujst they not sometirhes 
even question the truth of that inspiration 
which they have felt and acted underi 
Must they not aomettmes doubt the origin 
of Uiat strong impuke with which thj^ 
l^rayers for heavenly direction under (ti£- 
ficulties have been inwardly answered stud 
feonfipmed^ and confuse, in their disturbed 
apprehensions, the responses of Truth it^ 
self with some stroi^ delusion of the eat- 
myr 

*^ These are -subjects, Mr Balfour, ^m 
which I ^m ill qualified to coniwee witli 
yoUf" answered Morton ; ^ <bc^ I own i 
nhould etropglv' doubt tlie origin. of>anj 
inspiratioist which, seemed ta dietcte a Iwd 
of conduct contrary ta those ieelingsctf 
^tural ^bunianity, which Heaven has as^ 
signed to 'ua as tbe.general law of oar con* 
duet/- ^ ^ 



'Vi 
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*fialfour seemed somewhat dtBti]ffbed, and 
Atew iiimseif hastily up, but immediately 
tmn posed himself^ aiid answered cooH^ 
**iiiis natural yon should think so-; '^oa 
are yet} in the donj^eon-bouse of the law^ 
a^^t darker than that into which Jere^ 
m&k was pluDged, ^ even the 'd!^i%eon^'bf 
Mftkraiafa i the ' son of liameiniefeeh; ^ wiidft 
fisiere w>lis no water but mire. Yet is thj^ 
sead (off the covenapt upon your forehead', 
kfid^4be son of the righteous^ who^ resisted 
tb hkxxl wherr the banner was spread' oik 
^le^ mountainst sball not be utterly lost as 
one of the children of darkness. Tn>w 
ye, that iit^ thk 6^ of btttemesa and cataf- 
"ifitty, nothing is reqnired at our hands bit 
^o-'kee{> tbeomoral^htw as far ai^ aur cardd 
fnaity wiU pennit f ^Think ye our cxm^ 
4|iiesks must be onfy over our cenrmpt ivA 
wii*mSk^ow^ and^aesion^^ No^; we ate 
called upoofwhettwi^ have girded up oiiir 
loinsi^to .Tim Ihe^race jboMly^ and when #e 
have drawn the sword, we are enjoined 
to smite the ungodly, though he be ouf 
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neighbour, and the man of power sfnd 
cruelty, though he were of oiir own kin- 
dred and the friend of our bosom/' 

** The^e are the setttiments/^ said Mor« 
ton, ** that your enemies impute to you^ 
and which palliate, if they do not exeuli» 
pate, the cruel measures which the councy 
have directed against you. They affirm^ 
that you pretend to inward light, rejeeliog 
the restraints of legal magistracy, of na^ 
^oual law, and even of common huina;nit0ri 
when in opposition to what you call tli(S 
dpi rit within you.** . ^ 

^V^They do us wrong," answered the Co- 
venanter ; ** it is they, perjured as they are,, 
^ho have rejected all law, both divine 
and ciyil,. and who now persecute us for 
.adherence to the solemn league and cove^ 
Bant' between- God aod the kingdom^ of 
Scotland, to which all of them have s^'t^m 
in former days,* save a few popish :it)alig« 
nants, and which they bow burn iu the 
xnapket-placeSy^Mand tread und^r foot in de* 
rision. When this Charles Stuart return* 
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td to these kingdoms, did the nialignantft 
bring him back? They had tried it with, 
strong hand^ but they failed, I trow. Could 
James Grahame of Montrose and his High* 
land catterans have put him again in the 
place of bis father? 1 think their heads a» 
the Westpprt told another tale for many a 
long' day. It was the workers of the glo-* 
rjous work— tlie reformers of the beauty 
of the tabernacle, that called him again to 
the. high place from which his father felL 
And wliat has been our reward i In the 
words of the prophet, • We looked for 
peace, but no good came ; and for a time of 
health) and behpld trouble-'-^The snorting 
of his horses was heard from Dan ; the 
whole land trepnbled at the sound of the 
neighing of his strong onea; for they are 
come, and have devoured the land t and all 
tliat'ifl in it/*' - 

;*^ Mr Balfour," answered Morton, ** I 
neHher undertake to subscribe to or rer 
fute your complaints^ agawsjl «the govern* 



'. > ■•, 
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tnent* I have endeavoured to repay a <febt^ 
due to the comrade of my father, by giving 
you shelter in your distress^ but you witt 
excuse my engaging myself either in your 
cause, or in controversy. I will leave yoti 
io repose^ and heartily wish it were in my 
popster to render your condition more cotn« 
fortable/' 

^ But I shall see you, I trust, in the 
tnomingf ere I depart ^-^I am not a man 
whose bowels yearn after kindred and 
friends of this world* When I pat my 
hatfd to the plobgb, I entered into a co* 
irenant with my worldly affections that { 
jihould not look back on the things I left 
behind me. Yet the son of mine ancient 
comrade is to me as mine own, and i am'^ 
sot behold him without iht deep and 6rm 
belief, that I shall one day see bun gkd 
on his sword in the dear and precious 
cause f<n* which his father fought and 
Wed/" 

Wkb a promise on Mof ton's par^ that 
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* . . . * . 

he would call the refugee when it was 
time for him to pursue his journey, they 
parted for the night, 

^^ Morton retired to a few hours rest ; hut 
bis imagination, disturbed by the events 
of the day, did not permit him to enjoy 
aound repose. There was a Jbtlended visjoa 
of horror before him, in which his new 
friend seemed to be a principal actor. 
The fair form of JBdith Bellenden also 
in;ing](ed in his dream, weeping, and wii^li 
disiievelled, baYr> arid i^ppearipg to q^Uon 
bim for comfort and as«ia|aQfl^ which he 
h^4 it not in his ppw^r tP tenderer He 
awoke from ^these unr^freshing slumbers 
with a feverish impulse, aqd a heart .whi^h 
fprc^oded 4i»st«ri. : Th«r^*,wa8 aJready.a 
;l(iBgi^,of daazliiaig lustre on the v^g^pf the 
.diflaMPkthilU, and; the dawn, was ^bi:oadin 
all the freshnt»s>*oCa summer m<orning^ 
, ■, "I.^ve slfpfcloalong/'^tbe ^xclffc«»cd 
to himself, ** and must now hasten to. fcir- 
^Wfird t^he^JQUfn^:of thwunfertjantftB fugi- 
tive." 

VOL, II. F 
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He dressed himself as fast as possibleg 
6pened the door of the house with as lit* 
tie noise as he could, and hastened to the 
place of refuge occupied by the Covenant* 
en Morton entered on tiptoe^ for the dC'^ 
termtned tone and manner, as well as the' 
unusual language and sentiments of this 
Angular individual, had struck him with 
ai sensation approaching to awe« Balfoiir 
was still asleep* A ray of light streamed 
on his uncurtained couch, and shewed to 
M'ot-tot) t?be workiiig of his^ harsh featuri^s/ 
which seemed agitated by some strong in- 
tei^nal cause of disturbance. ' He had riot 
undressed. Both his arms were above the 
,bed*cover, the right hand strongly clench- 
ed, and occasionally making that abortivef 
attempt to 'strike which usually attends 
dreams of violence ; the left was extended, 
and agitated, from time to time, by a movc- 
mttit as if repulsing some one. The perspi- 
ration stood on his brow, •* like bubbles in 
a late disturbed streato/' and these mark^ 
of emotion wete accompanied with broken 
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ivords which escaped from him at intervals 
— '' Thou art taken, Judas— thou art tak.on 
«-rCIing not to my knees-mclmg not to 
njy kaees— hew him dow:n,l— ^A priest i AjTi 
a priest of Baal, to be bound and slaip^ 
even at the brook Kishon^T-Fire^ajtins will 
Bot prevail agai^st bimr-T-Strike—thrast 
with the cold iron-r-rput hig> pijVof |>aixi-<r> 
put him out.qf pain^ were it but for. the 
sake of his gr^y hali;s." 

I^uch alarmed at the in^port of , the^e 
expjTCi^sionpi whiph seqn^^ tp Jj^urst from 
him even in sleep with the stern energy 
accompanying the perpetration of 9»ome act 
of violence, Morton shook ;his gu^t by 
th^ shoulder in order to ji^ake him* The 
first words he uttered yr^re^ ; ^^ Bwr nae 
where ye will, I will avouch the 4eeld^'' 

His glance ground havUig then fully 
awakened him, he at oi^ce. Assumed all the 
8 teen and gloomy cpn^posiiri^ pf his ocicU- 
sary'ma^per, and tbrowipg'^imself .on bis 
kn^es before spf^aking to Mprtoo^ pouied 
fojrthA^^^^uUtpry^pr^y.^r.tpr the «uffef^ 
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' ing Church of Scotland, entreating that 
• the blood of her murdered saints and 
'martyrs might be precious in the sight of 
-Heaven, and that the shield of the Al- 
mighty might be Spread over the scatter* 
ed remnant, who, for His name's saJce, 
were abiders in the wilderness. Venge- 
ance — spe«dy and ampte vengeance on the 
'opprcvssors, was the concluding petition of 
his devotions, which he expressed aloud 
in strong and enophaltc language, render- 
ed more impressive by the orientalism of 
Scripture. - 

When he had finished his prayer he 
arose, and taking Morton by the arm, 
they descended together to the stable, 

; where the Wanderer, (to give BuHey a title 
which was often conferred on his sect,) 
began to make his horse ready to pursue 
'his journey. When the animal was sad- 
dled and bridled, Burley requested Mor- 
ton to walk with him a gun*sbot into the 
wood, and put him upon the right road for 

I gaining the moors, Morton readily com- 
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plied, and they walked for some time in 
silence under ,the shade of some fine old 
trees^ pursuing a sort of natural path, 
wTiich, after passing through woodland 
for about half a mile, led into the bare 
and wild country which extends to the 
foot of the hills. 

. . At length Burley suddenly asked Mor-, 
ton, ^^ Whether the words he had spoken 
o^ver-night had borne fruit in his mind?-' . 

..Morton answered. ^' That he remained 
iOif the same opinion which he had former- 
ly held, and was deter mineds at least as 
£ar.and as long as possible, to unite the 
duties of a good Christian with those of a. 
peaceful subject" , > 

; ** In other words,*' replied Burley^ " you. 
lai^e desirous to serve both God and Mam^. 
men — to be one day professing the truth, 
with your lips, and the next day in arms,, 
at the command of carnal and tyrannic 
authority, to shed the blood of those who 
for the truth have forsaken alL things f^ 

■'■'^.- -■ . . . 'i :. ^ - 
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Think ye/' be continued, '^ to tbuch pttdli. 
and remain undefiled t to mix in the ranks 
of maiignantSy papists, pdtpa-prelattsts, la* 
titudinarians, and scofTers; to partake of 
their sports, which are like the meals of- 
fered unto idols ; to hold interc()urse, per- 
chance, with their daughters, as the sons 
of God' with the daughters of men in the 
world before the flood, aud yet to renfiath 
free from pollution? P s&y ui!ito youi thai 
all cbnrinUnication' v^ttb thie eAiimies of the 
Church is the accursed thltfg^ Which Ob^ 
l^tetttl Touch xMit^tast^ n6t~handlc 
xmil And griewtio*, youtag ttifin, as if you 
alobe wet'e called Apldft td' isubdut yoiir' 
carnal affections, and reno^Bce' the plea- 
sttres which are a sriaife to^ ydut feet-^ 
say to yott, ibat-the son df 0avid hath de^ 
nbunced nd better lot on the whole gene- 
ration df mankind.'^ 

He then mounted his horse, arid, turning 
to Morton^ repeated the text of Scripturei^ 
'^ An heavy yoke was^ ordained /or thie 
sons of Adam from the day they go out of 
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t^eir toother's womb till the day that tjhey 
return to the mother of all things ; from 
him who is clothed in blue silk and wear- 
eth a crown^ even to him who weareth 
simple linen,— wrath^ envy^ trouble, and 
iinquietnessy rigour, strife, and fear of 
death in the time of rest,'^ 

Having uttered these words be set his 
horse into mot^on^ and soon disappeared 
Vmong the. boughs of the forest. 

/^ Farewell, stern enthusiast" said Mor^- 
ton,, looking after him ; *^ in some inoodsr 
ofrny mindy how dangerous would be^tlv^ 
sipciety of such a companion r If I anv 
i^timoved by his zeal for abstract doctrines^ 
' of faith, or rather for a peculiar mode of 
^orshipj (such was t|ie purport of his re» 
Sections,) can I be a man, and a Scotch* 
man. and look 'with indifference on that 
persecution which has made wise men 
mad ? Was not the cause of freedom, ci- 
vil and religiousi that for which my fa* 
fher fought ; and shall I do well to remain* 
inactivey or tq tal(|B^ the part of an oppres- 
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sive government, if there should appear 
any rational prospect of redressing the in- 
sufferable wrongs to which my miserable* 
countrymen are subjected ? — And yet wha 
shall warrant me that these people, ren- 
dered wild by persecution, would not, kk 
the hour of victory, be as cruel and as. in- 
tolerant as those by whom they are now; 
hunted down ? What degree of modera*^ 
tion, or of mercy, can be expected from 
thi^ Burley, so distinguished as one of 
£heir principal champions, and who seelns' 
even now to be reeking from some recent 
deed of violence, and to feel stings of re- 
mdrse, which even his enthusiasm cannot- 
altogether stifle ? I am weary of seeing no-' 
thing but violence and fury around me—' 
now assuming the mask of lawful authori-- 
ty, now taking that of religious zeal. I am 
sick of my country — of myself — of my de* 
pendent situation— of my repressed feel- 
ifags — of these woods — of that river — of 
that house — of all but Edith, and she can 
never be mine. Why should I haunt her 
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Walks ? — Why endourage my own delusion 
and perhaps hers? — she can never be mine. 
Her mother's pride — the opposite princi- 
jrfes of our familieis-^fhy wretched state of 
dependence-^a poor miserable slavci for I 
have hot even the wages of a servant— all 
circumstances give the lie to the vain hope 
that we can ever be united. Why then 
protract a delusion so painful ? 

** But I am no slave/Vhe said aloud, and 
drawing himself up to his full stature*-—. 
1^ no slave^ in. one respect, surely. I can 
change my abode — ^my father^s sword is 
mine^ and Europe lies open before me, as 
before him and hundreds besides of my 
countrymen who have filled it with ths 
fame of their exploits. Perhaps some 

.lucky chance may raise me to a rank with 
our Ruthvens, our Lesleys, our Monroes, 
the chosen leaders of i the famous Prptest- 
ant champion; or, if not, asoidier^s life or 

. a soldier's gr^ve.*' 

. , When he had formed this determination^ 
hft found himself near the door of his un» 

r2 
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cWs hottc^ and resohied to hm tt^ imk^bk 
Biakintg kin acquainted with it 
* ^' Another glance ef B4i th^s ; eye, anb^ 
titer waBi bjr EcKthV aidd, and my resulii^ 
Vimi woiftld flieh ftway# | wHl takb an ti^ 
Devecable Btepi and then* see l>er fbr the 
imt timct** ^ 

[^ In tiais ttnodd'he entered thef waiMeott^d 
parlour, in tirhtoh his noetewapB:^^ already 
}fiic(iA it hia inorniD^%<^ nefreshfiitnt, a 
-huge fdate o£ oatmeal poriidge^:iritka coir- 
;ref pondifig aHowaenee-vof butter*^milk« Tnt 
fifivourtte.housefceepei^ wias in attendance, 
balf standing ba^ reating on^ the back of 
a cbatr^ in a posrture betwixi freedomand 
M8peot# The old gentleman had been re- 
markably teitl in bia$ earlier days, an advan- 
tage which he now lo^t by stoc^iiyg to 
such a degree, that at a meetings where 
there was some dispute eonleming the 
sort of arch whicb should be tkrownover 
a considerable brook, a feoietioua' neigh- 
bour proposed to offer Mllnwood a hand- 
some sum for his cwpredbackbonev'aHe^ 
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giag tbath« would sell aoy thing that be? 
longed to him. Splay feet of unusual suie# 
lopg thin hands, garnished with nails 
whiph seldom felt the steel, a wrinkled 
and puckered visage, the length of Mrluch 
corresponded with that of hia persoUf. to? 
gether with a pair of little sharp bargain- 
fR^i^g gi*cy ^y^f that seen^ed eternally 
)4Qking out for their advantage, completed 
ihC} highly unpromising exterior of Mf 
Morton of Milnwood. As it would have 
h/ptn yery injudicious to haye lodged a li« 
hfiial px benevolent disposition in such an 
liaworthy cabinet^ nature had suited his 
person with a mind exactly in oonformity 
with it, that is to say, mean, selfiaht and 
jjOYptOus. 

When this amiable personage was aware 
l)f t}^e presence of bis nephew, he hasten- 
j^ before addressing him, to swallow the 
spopofu) of porridge which he was in the 
^t;Of con.veyiDg to his moiitlia and, as it 
j^bi^uccd to be scalding hot, the pain occar 
^9Be4.|)y it»,jiw»nA.4pwn hj* Jhroat and 
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into his storoachi inflamed the ill humour 
with which he was already prepared to 
meet his kinsman. 

*: ^* The de'il take them that made them^** 
liras his first ejaculation, apostrophizing his 
xness of porridge. 

• " They're gude parritch eneugh/^ said 
Ikfrs Wilson, ** if ye wad but take time to 
sup them. I made them mysel ; but if folk 
winna hae patience^ they should get their 
fhrapples causewayed.'* 

• " Haud your peace, Alison, I was speak- 
ing to my nevoy. — How is this, sir ? And 
what sort o' scampering gates are these a' 
going on ? Ye were not at hame last night 
till n^ar midnight." 

" Thereabouts, sir, I believe/ answered 
Morton, in an indifferent tone. 

** Thereabouts, sir ? — What sort of an 
answer is that, sir? Why came ye na 
hame when other folk left the grund r" 

" I suppose you know the reason very 
well, sir," said Morton ; " I had the for* 
tune to be the best marksman of the day» 
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and remained, as is usual^ to give some little 
entertainment to th6 other young men.^' 

" The deevil ye did, sir ! And ye come to 
tell me that to my face ? You pretend to 
gi'e entertainments, that canna come farf a 
dinner except by sorning on a carefu' man 
.kke me? But if ye put me to charges^ 
Tse work it out o' ye, I see na ivhy yc 
' ishouldna haud the pleugh, now that the 
pleughmkn has left us ; it wad set ye bet- 
ter than wearing thae green diids, and 
wasting your siller on powthei and lead ; 
it wad put ye in an honest callings and 
wad keep ye in bread without being np- 
hauden to ony ane." 

'^ I am very ambitious of learning such a 
s calling, sir, but I don't understand driving 
the plough." 

*' And what for no ? It's easier than 
your gunning and archery that ye like 
sae weeL Auld £^vie is ca'ing it e'en 
now, and ye may be goadsman for the first 
twa or three days, and tak tent ye dinna 
o'er-drivo the owsen^ and then ye will be 
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fi€ to gang betvreen the stilts. Ye'U ne'er 
learn younger. Til be your caution — Hag-i 
gie4iDlm is heavy tand, and Davie is o¥rer 
auld to keep the coulter down now/- 

- ** I beg pardon for interrupting you; air^^ 
Imt 1 have formed a scheme for mys^tf^ 
which will have the same effect of re^ 
Bering yoo of the bucden and charge at^ 
tending my company.*^ 

^^ Ay? Indeed.? a sefaeme o' tyoora^ 
that must; bear dennty ane 1" said the uncle, 
with a vesy peculiars sneer ; *' letfs. ^heai 
abmit it, lad/' i 

• ^ It ia said in two words, sir. I intend 
to leave this country, and serve abroad^ as 
my\ father did faefons^ these unhappy trou- 
^a broke out at home. . His name wiU 
not be so entirely forgotten in the coun^ 
tries where he served but that it will pro* 
core his sen at least the opjM^rt unity of 
ti^iiig hia fortune aa^iLjoldief.^ 
lii.^Gude be.gracnHta^lo its IZ exelaimed 
tiuKi bodi^ekeeper^ '^ enr, ypMif^ Mr Mwmy 
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^^attg abroad ?-iT«i%]i&i eh^iia:! thatmaua 
sever be/' 

r Milaurood, mitertainin^g^ no thought ot 
purpose of parting with his nepbevr, whe 
.was, merepver^ rery useful: tp him in many 
mpedtd^ was thunderslrttck at this abrupt 
-decTanttott of independence frbm 4i >pa[90tt 
Jtihos«^diefefe»ce:< to bim bad hitherto been 
f unHmited. '. H^ retover «d •bmtulf> ^ how;* 
everi immediately. 

rif^ And wha doiyou tkii^k.i& to give you 

the nueoAs^ young man,; foe : SMch a wild- 

\gQt09e cftase? Nat !» I am suee. I can 

haidly support ypu, at hame.: Andyewad 

be marryingi Tse warranty as yeur-fathaf 

did afciieii)^^.tocir and sending yoily. uncl« 

bame a pack o' weans te fae< fighting and 

skirling: through Abe bause^ > in my auld 

d&ysy and to; take idng and'i^teeaff/like 

yourftd^^ wtenever they weM ; asked to 

Mrve a turn .abtMt t^ town*" 

; ff'l have: UQ thoi^hta of ;eiier mainykig^^ 

- aMwejred Henryw 

. . c^ Jdeaii.tillimQr QQWiriftiiil thtt bause* 
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keeper. '^ It's a shame to hear a douqe 
young lad speak in that way, since a' the 
mrarld kens that they maun either marry or 
dd wau r." 

'*Haud your peace, Alison,'* said her 
master ; ** and you, Harry, put this non- 
sense out o' your head — this comes o' let- 
ting ye gang a sodgering for a day — mind 
•ye hae nae siller, lad, for ony sic nonsense 
plans.'' 

** I beg your pardon, sir, my waiits shall 
be very few ; and would you please to give 
me the gold ch^n which the Margrave 
gave to my father after the battle of Lut- 



zen - 



" Mercy on us ! the gowd chain ?" ex- 
claimed his uncle. 

" The chain of gowd !" re-echoed the 
housekeeper, both aghast with astonish- 
< ment at the audacity of the proposal. 

" I will keep a few links to remind xa^ 

' of him by whom it was won, and the place 

where he won it," continued Morton; 

'^ the rest shall furnish me the mean^s of 
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following the same career in which my fa- 
ther obtained that mark of distinction." *' 

" Mercifu' powers !'* said the governante> 
" my master wears it every Sunday, ** 

/* Sunday and Saturday ,** added old 
Milnwood, " whenever I put on my black 
velvet coat ; and Wylie Mactrickit is part- 
ly of opinion it's a kind of heir-loom, that 
rather belangs to the head of the bouse 
than to. the immediate descendant. It ha^ 
three thousand links ; I have counted them 
a thousand times. It's worth three bun* 
died pounds sterling.*' 

" That is more than I want, 5ir ; if you 
choose to give me the third part of the mo-» 
ney, and five links of the chain, it will 
amply serve my purpose, and the rest will 
be some slight atonement for the expence 
and trouble I have put you to*** 

** The laddie's in a creel !" exclaimed his 
imcle. ^' O, sirSi what will become o-' the 
rigs o' Milnwood when I am dead and' 
gane ! He would fling the crown of Scot* 
land awa, if he had it/* 
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" Hout, sir/' said the old hotisekeepttv 
•* I maun e'en say it's partly your ain fauE; 
Yc noauna curb his hdad ower sair in%^* 
ther ; and, to be sure, since be ha9 gani^' 
doun to the Howff, ye maun just .e'en pkf 
the lawtng*'' ' -^ 

«* If it be not abunc twa dollars, A!i^ 
sen^*^ said the old gentlemto, itiflfii^or 
t*nt[y. ^^^^ • 

'' m settle it mysel vn' Kiel Bt&iifi, th# 
iipst time I gang dovni tor the clad^j^-^ 
said Alison, <^ clieaper than your \hii6&^ 
or Mr Harry can do C* and then whisipett^ 
to Harry, ^* dinna vex him ony maif, 1^1 
pay the lave out o' the butter stller, antl^ 
nae ntair words about it^" Theii p/etceedF^ 
ingaloudf ^^ And ye mauna speak o^tHe 
Ji^ung gentleman handing the pietigh ; 
here's puir distressed whigs enow about 
the country will be glad to do that &r a 
bite and a 80up-*it sets them far better 
than the like o' him." 

^^ Aiid then we'll hae the dragoons oif 
Us^** said Milnwoodi '* for comforting and 



iatercommutied rebels, a bon* 
ny strait ye wad put us in I— But take your 
br^akfast^ Harry, and then lay by your 
fiew green coatf and put on your Raploch 
g^ey r i^s a mair pijrosefu' and ihrtfty dress^ 
and a mair seemly sight, than tbM dang* 
ling slops and ribbands/' 
; ;R<|<Hto?tkf^,tfe^^((H^^^ perceiving plain- 
ly that he had at present no chancd q& 
gfiiting^bif pmrpoMk wdrper^^fK^ n6t al^ 
together di&p}ea«fd. lit tbe jtriijStwlMiiishio^ 
aeei^ed to pr^s^k (bf^niiielves ta kit^ lon^ 
Tjij^,^. neigl^ojirfaood ol;TU)wtiidlemi( 
The bo^s^l^eper/^QUow^df Hfiii'Mito^tbe 

Bext room, patting bjm on the bucki^ aiMik 
bidding him be a glide bairoi and {Htiljijl 
bii braw things. 

/* And I'll loop doun your bat, and lay 
by the band and ribband/' said the offiei* 
ous dame ; ^^ and ye maun never, at no 
hand, speak o' leaving the land, or of sell« 
ing the gowd chain, for your uncle has an 
unco pleasure in looking on you, and ift 
counting the Unks of the cbainzie ; and ye 
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ken auld folk canna last for ever i sae the 
chain, and the lands, and a^ will be your 
ain ae day ; and ye may marry ony leddy 
in the country- side ye like, and keep a 
braw house at Milnwood, for there*s enow 
o* means ; and is not that worth waiting 
for, my dow ?'* 

There was something in the latter part 
of the prognostic which sounded so agree- 
ably in the ears of Morton, that he shook 
tfaeold dame cordially by the hand, and as*- 
sured her he was much obliged by her' 
good ad vicq, and would weigh it carefully 
before h€ proceeded to act upon his former 
fesolutiom u 



, * 
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CHAPTER VII. 

From Beventeen yean till now, almost fbuncore^ 
Here lived I, but now live here no more. 
At seventeen years many their fortunes seek. 
But at fourscore it is too late a week. 

At you like it, 

W£ mu8t conduct our readers to the 
Tower of Tillietudlem, to which Lady 
Margaret Bellenden had returned, in ro* 
man tic phrase» malcontent and full of hea- 
viness, at the unexpected, and, as she deem- 
ed it, indelible affront, which had been 
brought upon her dignity by the public 
miscarriage of Goose Gibbie. That un- 
fortunate man-atrarms was forthwith com« 
manded to drive his feathered charge to 
the most remote parts of the common 
moor, and on no account to awaken the 



grief or resentmeDt of his lady, by appear- 
ing in her presence while the sense of thc^ 
affront was yet recent. 

The next proceeding of Lady Margaret 
was to hold a solemn court of justice,^ tt^ 
which Harrison and the butler were adn 
mitted, partly on the footing of witnesses^ 
partly as asse^sp^^, .tfo ^^lAise jivto -^tiie re»? 
cusapcy of Cuddie* Headrigg the plough^r 
man, and theconifort and abetm^ent which, 
he had received from his mother^ theso! 
feeing regarded as the original causes o^i 
the 4isaster wbioh had be fallen the chl« 
valry of TUhetudkm* The charge being;; 
fully in^de out and substantiated, Lady 
JMargaret resolved .to reprimand , the cul** 
pHt6. 19, jHir;S9(ii» anil» if sheiound them iiii«)r 
pejiit^nt, to extend th^xensureinto^seBrr 
teppe of expulsion from: the barony. ,Mis«^ 
J^ll^nd^n alone ventured to say any tbi^^ 
in behalf of. the accused, but her counter 
na^ce did not .p^o^t them as it might taaverv 
done on any other occasion. , for so sopa^ 
as.£4iilh:h»diieaid it asfseitained th^ ttie 
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utrfbrtunate cavalier had not suflRered in hm 
person, bis disaster had affected her with 
an irresistible disposition to laugh, which, 
in spite of Lady Margaret's indignation^ ot 
fiiaither irritated, as usual, by restraint, had 
biroke out repeatedly on her return home«- 
wMd; until her grandmother, in no shape 
imposed upon by the several fictitious cau^ 
set which the young lady assigned for heir 
ill-timed risibility, upbraided her in verjf^ 
bitter terms with being ins^ensible to Utiit 
honour of her family. Miss BellendenV 
intercession, therefore, had, on this occa« 
simi, little chance to be listened to. 

' As if to evince the rigour of her dispose 
tion^ Lady Margaret, upon this solemn oc- 
#aMo«, exchanged the !vory*beaded cane 
with which she conrmonly Mralked, for an 
immense gold-^he?aded staff which had be- 
longed to her father, the deceased Earl of 
Tutwood, and which, Uke k sort of mace 
of office, she only made use of upon occa- 
sk>ns of special sdfemnity. Supported by 
this ftwfui totoa^ df x^ommatid^'iiady Mar* 
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garet Bellenden entered the cottage of the 
delinquents. 

There was an air of consciousness about 
old Mause, as she rose from ,her wicker 
chair in the chimneynook, not with the 
cordial alertness of visage which used» ojji 
other occasions, to express the honour 
she felt in the visit of her lady» but 
with a certain solemnity and embarrass* 
menti like an accused party on his first 
appearance in presence of his judge, be- 
fore whom he is, nevertheless, determined 
to assert his innocence. Her arms were 
folded, her mouth primmed into an expres- 
sion of respect^ mingled with obstinacy, 
her whole mind apparently bent up to the 
solemn interview. With her best curtsey 
to the ground, and a mute motion of reve- 
rence, Mause pointed to the chair, which, 
on former occasions. Lady Margaret (for 
the good lady was somewhat of a gossip) 
had deigned to occupy for half an hour 
sometimes at a time, hearing the news of 
the county and of the borough. But at 
present her mistress was far too indignant 
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for siich condescension. She rejected the 
mute invitation with a haughty wave of. 
her handy and drawing herself up as she - 
spoke, she uttered the following interror 
gatory in a tone calculated to overwhelm 
the culprit, 

/ **l8 it true, Mause» as lam informed by 
Harrison, Gudyill, and others of my peo-' 
pic, that you ha'e ta*en-4t upon you, con-- 
trary to the faith you owe to-Ged and the 
king, and to me, your natural lady and 
mistress, to keep back your son frae the 
wappen-schaw, held by the order of the she- r 
riff, and to return his armour and abuilyie* 
rnents at a moment when it was impossi*- 
ble'to find a suitable delegate in hi^ stead, - 
whereby flie barony of Till ietudlem, baith 
in the person of its mistress and ind weH- 
ers, has incurred sic a disgrace and disho< 
nbur as hasna befa'en the family since the ' 
days of Malcolm Canmore ?'* 

Mause's habitual respect for her mistress 
was extreme; shie hesitated, and one or. 

VOL, H. Cr 
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two shof t cooghs expressed the 6if&Qu^l 

abe hod in defending herself. j1 

' *^ I am sure-f-my leddy»-^bein, head J-^^^ 

tflri' sure I am sotry-^verj sorry that wtUKj/d 

cause of displeasure should hae occurred-%4 

but my son's illness"* — , jof^ 

^ Drona tell me of your son's illneris^ 

Mausef Had he^faeen shicerely unwee^i 

ye trould 4ia'e becai at the Tower hyid^ftt^ 

light to get something that wad do haiq 

gude i thktt are few ^hnents that I btnm^ 

nae medical recipes for, and that ye ^faoiss^ 

ftt'wcd;'' / 

:'^ O ay, my leddy! I am sureye hsB^- 
wimsght wonderfiyi' oures ; the last, things^ 
ye^aesit Guddie whetLhehad the batfiii e'eov? 
wrought like, a cfaarm^*' m>;^ 

-^;^ Whyi then, woman^ did ye natsqppkpt 
tB^mey tf there was ony real needtP^^Bisfe^! 
these' was none, ye fimsef^earted vassalv^ 
tlnit ye are !* r :i'i 

^>irot»r leddyship^ never ca'di me mtn^* 
word as that before* Qhon ! that: I sidd^? 



to 6e M^d me/' ^d3e t^tiau^di buHifr* 
itg into tean, '^ anti rae a borii s^trnittt ti^^ 
tile honw 0' Tniietudkinl I am sur^ tHey 
BlelU baith Chiddie iand meiair if Ihe^.aaM!^ 
fae^si^.iia' %lit oirer bt>ol» and biitda for* 
y^br leddysfaip and Miss £dithi and< tbe^ 
aitld IVrwec-^ay suld fae^ aiift I would ra^ 
t|rra^aee him bmied. baieath it| thwi hte 
snid^'e way^-^bat tbtr tiding^: and wap« 
pe&uscfaawingSy my leddy, I liae nae brooo^. 
tbaUraVai lean find nae warrant for tbem 
ndttlsoever^" ' 

^' Nae warrant for them ? Do ye iia keri^ 
VKmitmj' that ye are bound td.be fiege vas* 
8^ ill all hnnttng, hosting^ wattching^ alild 
waaStng^ when la.\(rfttffly aonaoiotted t3l6hi«. j 
tc^ in iby name i Yotir so^iee ts no gtlatitt^ > 
totW' It troiv^ 3?e'^ie::land foir. it^rr^Yefite 
kindly tenants ;bae a eofr-ltott^i n lcak<f > 
yiffdv ahd^txm^s^gfats on the ootaunto^^ 1 
Few hae been brought farther ben^ affd f&. j 
giBtdge your sdn mdd'gi^^ nitt a da^a Jet^ 
viiBUiti the; field r. 

^^ Na^ my leddy— ^% my hidd/> it^s nd 

a 
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that/' exclaimed Mause, greatly embarfaasr 
edi /* but ain canna serve twa maisters; 
apd, if the truth maun e'en come out^ 
tlieFe's Ane abune whase comraanda I 
maun obey before your leddyship's. lam 
sure I would put neither king's nor kaisar's^' 
nor ony earthly creature's, afore them/? 

.' ** How mean ye by that, ye auld fule- 
woman? — D*ye think that I order ony 
thing against conscience ?" 

' *• I dinna pretend to say that, my leddy, 
in regard o' your leddyship's conscience^' 
which has been brought up, as it werei 
wi' prelatic principles, but ilka ane maun. 
walk by the light o' their ain 5 and mine," : 
said Mause> waxing bolder as the confer- 
ence became animated, ^^ tells me that I 
suld leave a' — cot, kale-yard, audi cow's 
gfass,— and suffer a', rather than that I or 
mine should put on harness in an unlawful 
cause." 

** Unlawfu' !*' exclaimed her mistrefs; 
*• the cause to which you are called by 
your lawfu' leddy and mistressr*by the 
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cominand of the king—by the writ of the 
privy council — by the order of the lorcfe 
lieutenant— by the \varrant of the sherifF 1^ 
^* Ay, my leddy, nae doubt ; but, £rQ:'td 
displeasure your leddy ship, yell mind that 
•&ere was ance a king in^ Scripture th^y 
caM Nebuchadnezzar, and be set up a gold- 
en image in the plain o' Dura, as it might 
be in the haugh yonder by the waters 
side, w^here the array were warned to meet 
•yesterday; and the princes and the go- 
pernors, and the captains, and the judges 
themsels, forby e the treasurers,^- the couti!» 
fiellorsy and the sheriffs, were warned to 
the dedication thereof, jand commanded td 
falLdbwu and worship'at'the sound of the 
cornet, flute, - harp, sackhut, psaltery, land 
all kinds of music." .. -./^ 

" And what. o* a' this, ye fule wife? 
Or^what had Nebuchadnezzar to do with 
the wappen-schaw of the Upper Wa-rd -of 
CfydesdalePV . . 

, "Only just thus far, my leddy;*' continued 
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M^u&e, firmtyi ^^ tl^t t>nedacy is like th» 
great golden image m thm plain of Dvkw% 
iai4%h^% A^ Shadr^b^ Mjeshacb, and Abedt- 
irpgQ wiere bdrae nut .in refusing to b6tlr 
dpMfft and Wofsbipy so neither shall €u|ld|r 
He^drigg^ your leddysbip's poo? pletiig^ 
ipaU} ftt lieast wi^ his auki mithet V consetfi 
matc^^ irturgeona iir jenny ^flections, aft thi^ 
£»' tJsMein» in the bouse of the prelatw aiiA 
purat^ nor gird him wi* airmons to 6gfo 
in.;tbeif oaiue, etthejr atthe sound pflM^* 
|le-diiims» c^gans^ bagpi(BBS| OBougtai^^ 
)^ipd of tnusi^ whatever.f' ; -3 

< l^dy Idaigarei; Bellenden beacd Ui^ 
fxp^itiiM of Scripture with the greatest 
fipysil^lB iadignatioA as veil aa susprisei^ ^^^ 
' ^ iMti wbieb v»y the wii^d blawsi" siiik 
exclaimed, after a pause of astoaishment j 
*^ the evil spirif; of the year sixteen hun« 
dr^d and forlyrtwa is at wark again aa 
merrily as ever^ and ilka auld wife in the 
chimley-neuck will be for knapping doo^ 
trine, wi' doctors o' djviQity an4 the godl^r 
fathers o* the church.'* 
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V ;^ If your leddysbip means the bisihopa 
9ffd coratesi I'm sure they ha^ beeii bat 
stepfathers to the Krrk o' Scotland. Ami,: 
^ce your leddyshtp is pleased to speak 
ial fasting "wi* us, I am free to tell you ai 
cfifice.o' my mind in asiother article. Your 
JecMy^il)|pand the steward hae been pleased 
ilf^propose that xoy son Cuddie suld work 
^•tbd banf wi' a nev-fangledr machine*' for 
^«Hghtmg the corn frae the chafF, thus Im* 
^pknttsly thwarting the \f ill of I>ivine Pro* 
ffiixlencey b!3r raisings Wind for yo«r leddy-^ 
ship's ain particular nse by bumat ar^ mi 
,4tead ofi solicitiog it.by pinr^r, or waiting 
^tiently^ for whatever dispensation o£ 
wind Providence wa's pleased to senduponi 
^lAie 4beeUng4iilL Novl^i toy >l^ddy%-«— 



w^ 



. * Probably something similar to the b^^fann^rs 
now used for winnowing cornji which were not> how- 
ever^ lised in their preseni sb^pe until about 17S0. 
^ey wste'oVjecfed to bjihe iliore r^id sc^ctikriBii on 
^eir first introductloiiFyUpoti such resaboing Ss that of 
honest Mauscj vta the test* 
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. " The woman would drive ony reason^ 
able .being daft 1" said Lady Margaret; 
tben^ resuming her tone of authority and 
indifference, she concluded, ^^Weel, Manse/ 
rii just end where I suld have began*^ 
ye're ower learned and ower godly for me 
to dispute wi' ; sae I have just this to sayy 
either Cuddie must attend musters wl^en^ 
he's lawfully warned by the groiind-officep/ 
or the soouer him and you flit and quit m^ 
bounds the better ; there's nae scarcity o^^ 
aukl wivefi. or ploughmen ; buty if therer 
were, I had rather that the rigs of Tillies 
tudlem bare naething but windle-straesand 
sandy-lavrocks than they were ploughed 
by rebels to the king/* 
- « Aweel, my leddy,'* said Mause, " I was 
born here, and thought to die where my 
father died ; and your leddyship has been 
a kind mistress, 1*11 ne'er deny that, arid 
l*se ne'er cease to pray for ye, and fof 
Miss Edith, and that ye may be brought to 

see the error pf ypur ways. But still*' 

** The error of my ways/^ interrupted 



OLD MORTALITY* ■ y 15^ 

Lady Margaret — " The error of my w^yiy 
yeuncivil woman r" ; 

" Ou ay, my leddy, we are blinded that 
live^in this valley of tears and. darkness, 
and hae a' ower mony errors, grit folks aj 
weel as sma'— -but, as I said, my puir ben^i* 
nison will rest wi' you and yours wherever 
I am. I will be wae to hear o' y^ur afflic? 
tion, and blythe to hear o^ your prosperif 
ty, temporal and spiritual. But I canna 
prefer the commands of an earthly mistress 
to those of a heavenly master, and . sae I 
am e^en ready to suffer for righteousness^ 
sake." 

r 

" It is very well,** said Lady. Margaret; 
turning her back in great displeasure; 
^* ye ken my will, Mause, in the matter. 
UU hae nae whiggery in the barony of Til- 
/lietudlem — the next thing wad be to set- 
up a conventicle in my very withdrawing 
room." 

Having said this, she departed with* an 
air of great dignity ; and Mause,;givingway^ 
to feelings which she bad .suppressed du- 

o2 
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ring thf iiitervieW|r-ribr she, lili^e ker imip 
tress had her own feeliiig. of pride,^TTrnOJii|r 
lifted up her voice and wept aloud. 

Cuddkr wboee aiaUdy > real or pretfftdf^ 
ed| stili disHined him 141 hed^ lay perdoc 
duiing a)l tUs coafeccnce^ smi^y enseo»» 
ced witbiB hca boitrded bedsteadi aad \A^ 
figed to <f$ath lest iuady Margaret,, whote 
he held, m l^reditary revereiu:e^ shoi^ 
have detected hia pre^nce^ and^ bestow^ 
on him p^rsoualty some of those hitlef 1% 
preachea with whiqh. she loaded liii^fie*. 
ther% As soon as he thought het/kdyr. 
ship fairly out of hearing, he bounced u^. 
in his nest. 

^'The ft)ul fa! ye, that I sujd spy aae^* 
he eried out to. hia mother^ ^^ i^r^ a kng'^ 
tongued wife, aamy fa);her> honest mati^ 
aye ca'd ye} Gouklna. ye letr the» leddy 
alane. wi* your whiggery ? And £ was e*^n 
as great a gomeril to let ye persuade, me 
iolie.up here amang bhe-blankiBts like a 
huiclseon, instead o' g^ua t^the^wappea- 
Mhaw like other folk. Odd^ iHiit> I pAt'4k 
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Ifick dn y^i foir I was oTutat tte wind^^* 

^bbianrfaetiydurattld barcfc ws»jt«knwd^>Mid 

a^a' down by to hae a baiF at tber popii^agr, 

mti^l «hot vtiihmtwtoT^t^ I cbeaitkd' the 

hisfy fbr fovLt clavers, biit I< Watna gmm 

S^^QlaextmyjM. BatishemajF^inan^whie 

she likes now, for Vvtif ci«%a dnngrower* 

<7^tfli^'is a WAur dilrdum tUan we gotfrae 

fMi^Gmlyilt #h(Bi»' ye gftijfd me relbse to 

* 

€«tf t^ phimb^rridgtr on Y^ilcKeve; al< if 
artt M^ete ony inatter td God prtoiam wlieAfer 
Hr pkfti^mMr' bad supfiit on'miimliedrpies 
^isditt $o#easi'' 

T « O/ whwht, my bairar whigbt,*' rtplwd 
Mause; ^^ tlioti ken$ nae a^ut tfaae tbhigs 
-^t wi^ finrbrMent liiear, ^hinga dedicated 
ISprMt days^ atid^ tolirdayy; wbkii ape inin^ 
biteil to 'the isrit^ of protestant Ghvistiaa^a'' 
V ' ** And now;'* Gt^ntinned her sm^ ^yebae 
bfdttght the t^dy^ hersel en ottr baadb ^^^ 
i)hi^ I eonM but hae gotten some decent 
ickes oi^^ I wad hae sjianged out <^ bcd^ 
aad tauld htr I wad ride where she Iilce<|, 
^Blight orday, an- shewed but lea^eus^ the 
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free house and the yaird that grew the 
best early kale in the.hail country, and the 
OD w's grass/' 

• . ** O wow ! my winsome bairn, Cuddie,*' 
i continued the old dame, /' murmur not: at 
i the dispensation ; never . grudge sufFering 

• in the gude cause/' 

^^ But what ken I if the cause js gude or 

no, mither,*^ rejoined Cuddie, "for a' ye 

. bleeze out sae muckle doctrine about it? 

It's clean beyond my comprehension a' 

thegither. I see nae sae muckle difference 

atween the twa ways o*t as a* the folk pre- 

. tend. It's very true the curates read aye 

. the same words ower again ; and if they 

: be right words, what for no ? A gude tale's 

• no the waur o- being twice tauld, I trow ; 
and a body has aye the better chance to 

: understand it. Every body's no sae gleg 
' at the uptake as ye are yoursel, mither." 

. " O, my dear Cuddie, this is the sairest 
distress of a' — O, how aften have I shewn 
, ye the difference between a pure evange- 
lical doctrine and ane that's corrupt wi' 
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human inventions? O, my bairn^ if no 
for your ain saul's sake, yet for my grey 
hairs'* 

** Wcel, mither," said Cuddie^ inter- 
rupting her; '^ what need ye mak sae 
muckle din about it? I hae aye dune 
whatever ye bade me, and gaed to kirk 
'Whare'er ye likit on the Sundays, and 
fended weel for you in the ilka days be- 
sides. ' And that's what vexes me mair 
than a' the rest, when I think how I am 
to fend for you now in thae brickie times. 
I am no clear if I can pleugh ony place 
but the Mains and MucklewhamCi at least 
. I. never tried ony other grund, and it 
wadna come natural to me. And nae neigh- 
bouring heritors daur tak us after being 
turned aff thae bounds for non-enormity/' 
' •*Non-conformity,hinnie,*sighed Mause, 
*^ IS the name that thae warldly men gi'e 
us.*' 

" Weel, aweel — we'll hae to gang to a 
far country, maybe twall or fifteen miles 
aff. I could be a dragoon, nae doubt, I can 

6 
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ride and plajr wi^ the broa^word a* \M, 
but y^f wad be.roarmg'alfeat youj^ Mtis^ing 
and your ^rey hairs. (Here Manse's esroliEf* 
matitons became e^rtreme.) " W6elJ wecl, 
I btrt spoke a^ ; besides ye'l'e o wer aurld 
to' be sftttng cocked iipr on a baggagxs- 
vrag^n wi* Eppie DnmWane the oeipp0* 
raKs wift. Sae* what*s to come a* ni I 
cannr wcel sec-^ doubt Fll hae' tt> tak the 
hilb wi* the- wild vrbigs, as they ea' theiHi 
and then it wiH be my iol to be shot dcrvrii 
*likc a maAirfcin at^some dykcside^' or tO:fa|eL 
sent to Hearcrri wr' ' a Saint Jofanstoa«^ 
tippit about' my hause.*^ 

**0, my bdnnie Cuddie, fbrbearsie cam 
iraf, seif-seeking-languagfj whilk is* jotttti 
inisdonbting o*" Pro vidence-'-^I have n«it 
seen the son of the righteoitS' begging hi^ 
bread; sae says the- text ; and your fother. 
was a: dottce honest man, though somci- 
what warldly in his dealings^and cumbei- 
cil about earthly, things, e'en life^ yoursd^ . 

" -awed^^ said GkMe, after >A^^ 





4NM9std«fatitio, ^* I see bfrt;^acs* gato A^r\ 
iMid'th^s^aeftuldicoai to blaw-atj »Ktlle#. 
fic^wsomever^ mither, ye hae^. seme guetiBr 
^^'^i^weebit ktf]dlies» tbab^s atMreen Mite 
'Sditlv and j<HiBg Mr Hairy Mbfton, tMt 
Ml4^ be ca^d yeuDg Mitnwped, and that^I 
^iae whiles, ear pie# a bit book er maybe a 
Vrt' letter 4ui^tfy' atween tbem* and made 
"believe ftever to feen* wba it ^am frae, 
tlkoegh I kefKi'd bfawly; ThefeVwili^ 
^:;on venience \tk leoktng^ar wioe stof)idi^*-«nd 
1 hae aften seen them walking at c^en on 
the little path by Dingle wood-burn ; bnt 
naebody ever kennM a word about it frae 
i^uddie ; 1 ken I'm gay thick in the head^ 
^ot l^m as honest as our auld fore*hand 
iax, puir fallow, that Til ne'er^ worlc ony 
%iair-^I hope they'll be as kind to him 
fhat come ahint me as I hae been.^-f^But, 
as I was sayingi we'll awa down to Miln* 
wood and tell Mr Harry our.distress. They 
.want a pleughman, and the grund's nOr 
unlike our ain— -I am sure Mr Harry will 
tjltand my part^ for he's a kind-hearted 
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gentleman.*— ril get but little penny^fee, 
for his uncle, auld Nippie Milnwood, has 
as close a grip as the de'il himsel. But 
we'll aye get a bit bread, and a drap kate, 
and a fire-side, and theeking ower our 
heads, and that's a' we'll want for a season 
— Sae get up, mither, and sort your things 
to gang away, for, since sae it is that gang 
we maun, I wad like ill to wait till Mr 
Harrison and auld Gudyill cam to pu' us 
#\it by the lug and the horn.'' 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

The devil a puritan, or any thing dse, he is, but a time-server. 

Iheljfth NigU. 

1 

. It was evening when Mr Harry Morton 
perceived an old woman, wrapped in her 
tartan plaid, supported by a stoutf stupid- 
looking fellow, in hoddin-grey, approach 
the house of Milnwood. Old Mause made 
her courtesy, but Cuddie took the lead in 
addressing Morton. Indeed he had previ- 
ously stipulated with his mother that he 
was to manage matters his own way ; for 
though he readily allowed his general in* 
feriority of understanding, and submitted 
to the guidance of bis mother on most or- 
dinary occasions, yet he said, '* For getting 
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ca service ar getting farward in the warld^ 
he could somegate gar the wee pickle seasjfr 
be bad gang muckle farther than hcFS^ 
though she could crack like ony rainist^ 
o* them a /' 

Accordingly he thus opened the conyf^ 
sation with young Morton : — • >- 

'* A braw ilighttliisr^for the rye^ jii^ff 
)ionour; th# west park will be beiMtiii^ 
bravely this e'eir.** > -r 

** I do not doubt it, Cuddie ; but wb^ft 

oan lutvf- brought: your mother^^^tbif otf 

y^jur matber, it it not?" (Caddie iK»dite(|4 

^^ What can have brought yoor n«>tb|yr 

^uul ypir downi the water' so late ?** j 

^^ Trotfay^^irsf jiist what gars the m^^i: 
wives. tK^b-^neshessity^ stii-^I'm seeking 
Ibii' srf rricer stir.** ':^;i 

^* For service, Ciiddiei and at tliis tinif 
of the year ? how comes that r" * - 

Maute could forbear no louger. Froud 
alike of her cause and her sulFeringSi^d^ 
conimenced with an affected humility of 
tone, '* It has^ pleased Heaven^ an' it like 
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^tion.*'— • > 

«^ M De^U Ittk the if^fe- andf iiae gu^T 
IfH^peieid Ciiddifi to iiia^MdiineF ; '' an 3% 
eome wtt wi' your wf^iggtry, theyll itt> 
lUitif open a door to us Ihrotigh the haill 
cou&try P^ Then ato4id and adifressMig^ Mor- 
VifHi ^'My mother^B auifd^ 6tKr> wid she hM 
lilbet foig kieiF9et in ftpealcmg to injr 

lecyy^ that canna weeV hiSit %e^ be^conlrih 
^M|^ (te I k«ii naefeedy Kkes it if tfiejr 
%ottld h«flp^ tlreiils^Y^> c^dfelly by h^ 
y li ft>l^)ij-^d^ Mf MarrfiBeii^^ IffaC' ^t^w^rril^ 
m^fi <?udfill «be bntlei, Ihiy^e ne^Tery 
fond o"^ us, and kV illsttttogf at Rome 
ky^ atti^tng wi- the Fope^ sae I thought it 
Itett to flit before ill came to waur— and 
bofe's-a we^ hit Uue to youi^ kettotir^frae 
l^^iriead witi^ maybe fMf^ semii iQnh' eboul 

^Morton took thebilte% andl eritnsG&ing 
%|^ to the eers- betwc^ra^ ^y and 8urpnse» 
^ff tbese^ ijrttfih J* ** If you^ eair sertfo 
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Jthese poor helpless people, you will oblige 
E. B." 

* It was a few instants before he could 
attain composure enough to ask, ** And 
.what is your object, Cuddie? and how 
can I be of use to you ?" . ;, 

** Wark, stir, wark, and a service, is my 
^object— a bit beild for my mither ai)4 
jnysel — we hae^gude plenishing, o* our 
»ain, if we had the cast o' a cart to bring, it 
4down — and milk and meaU ;&nd greena 
endw, for Vm gay gleg at meal time, and 
sae is my mother, lang may it be saer^ 
And, for the penny-fee and a' that, rU juftt 
leave it to the laird and you. I ken ye'il 
no see a poor lad wranged^ if ye can htlft 

it;" 

Morton shook his head. *^ For the meat 
and lodging, ^ Cuddie, I think I can p;rQ? 
mise something, but the penny-fee will be 
a hard chapter, I doubt.'' 

" ril tak my chance o't, stir, rather thaii 
gang down about Hamilton, or ony sic faf 
country," 
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' *^ Well ; sWp into the kitcheni Cuddies * 
and ril do what I can for you." 
- The negotiation was not without diffi- ' 
dulties. Morton had first to bring over [ 
the housekeeper, who made a thouszind' 
objections, as usual, in order to have the 
pleasure of being besought and entreated; 
imt^ when she was gained over, it was- 
et^Riparatively easy to induce old Miln-' 
iiK>od to accept of a servant, whose wages ^ 
were to be in his own option. An out-- 
bouse was, therefore, assigned to Mause ^ 
and her son for their habitation, and it - 
wUs settled that they were for the time to • 
be admitted to eat of the frugal provi- • 
wons provided for the family until their 
own establishment should be completed* - 
All for Morton, he exhausted his own very 
slender stock of money in order to make ' 
Cuddie such a pte^nt, under the name of : 
arks J as might shew the sense of the value 
of the recommendation delivered to bim. 

•" And now we're settled ance mair,*^ ' 
said Cudie to his mother, ** and if we're ^ 
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n^ Mte'bieiv and comfortable as we wefo ufr 

yonder, yet life's life ony gate^ aikd we*m- s 

wf ^decent kirk^angi«g folk o* your'^ 

pOfwasioD, mitbof't there will bo &ttn> 

^aaFreUing alxmt that" i '^ 

^ Of my persuasioo, binnie 1 waea.iA^i^ 

for thy blindaess and tbeii^^ O^ Cnddiep^ 

tHimy are Iwt jn the eourt of the G^ntilei^b 

aii4 will ne'er wia farther beni Idoubfritv 

iboyaro but little better tbui the pi<eU^' 

tiHa theaisels. Tbey wait on the miiisferyk. 

o^ that blinded mani^ Petor Poiuidtox%H 

aue a{>recipus teaicher of the Wor<^ butKiLr 

now fr backslidkig pastor^ that hftSi for tbe^^o 

saki^ of stipeod and femily mftiaCensmxv^ i : 

fotfsaken th<e atrict path aad p^^ Mbta^Uf: 

aft^ t&e Blade IndnlgeHoe. O,' my »(m^^a 

hi^yo^but profited by the gospel" <}Oc>.v 

triflies 3^ hae heard- in the Glen o' Beft^:f :^ 

gonnar froo^ tlie dear Richard' Rumble* 

bej^ry, that sweet- yottfby wha^ suffered n)a^- 

ty rdoM in t4)e Grassmarketi afore Candl 

nmsl^ Didna ye hear him say, that BrasF- < 

tiaiiisei was^ as bad as prelacy^ and tbut^ ^ 
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^ ladulgeiipoe was m bad aa Eraatiaa^^ 

if« r 

^:^l Heard ever oiiy body Uit Uke.o' thisy". 
interrupted Caddie^ ^' we'U be drirea out- 
o[ howe and ha' again s^ore we hen whei^e 
U^tura 0iirsei8» Weei, mitbery I bae just 
•$;«r0rd inair — A&^' I bear oay mair o' your 
dijiii'itfere folk, that is^ far I diaaa siittd , 
yj^tr elaver4i my s^l, ttbey ay« sot me aleepN^ . 
iBgrMtot i£ I hear ettiy imair dia afore £olk^ , 
asN^I was sayiogy V about FousdteKtS' aud. 
Rfmbleberrfes^ aad doctsiuies and malign* 
ii96|S|. Ttse e'en ^urn aieingjie sodg#r srvysely 
orf>8ti^e a serjeaat or a- <^|^a if ye 
plfgoe me' the tnau?i and let Eiunbleberry 

aiHi^ Sl^a S^^S ^ ^b® ^^'^^ thegvtbe^ ' I 
neief'gat ony gude hf bis doctrine, as ye 
ca'^ but a gude it o' the batts wi' sitting^ 
aoMfl^ ^e w4t mo6s»bags for four beiura 
at'A j^akicigi snid the leddy cured me wi* 
some biobery^pickepyy mair by tofcen^ aa' 
^herhad kennU Jbow I oauie- by the disor* 
dets^ehe wadua haei b0eii\Hi sie ^burry t#< 

Although groaning in spirit over the 
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abdarate and impenitent state, as sh^ 

thought it; of hersonCuddie, Mause diirst- 

• • • 

neither urge him farther on the topic/ nor 
altogether neglect the warning he bad giw*' 
ven her. She knew the disposition of heir' 
deceased helpmate, whom this survivihg' 
pledge of their union greatly resemblcif,*^ 
and remembered, that although submit^'' 
tmg implicitly in most things to her boa^ 
of superior acuteness, he used on Certah^ 
occasions when driven to extremity, ^t* 
be seized with fits of obstinacy which'ncii'^ 
ther remonstrance, flattery, nor thrfeatii, 
were capable of overpowering, TremMiitg,' 
therefore, at the very possibility of Cud- 
die's fulfilling his threat, she put a guard - 
over her tongue, and even when Pound-- 

• • • • 

text was commended in her presenci^, a* ' 
an able and fructifying preacher, she had '^ 
the good sense to suppress the contraHio' • 
tibn which thrilled upon her tongue, ahd t'b '- 
express her sentiments no otherwise than 
by deep groans, which the hearers chari- ' 
tably construed to flow from a vivid recoK 
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)eotidD Qf the more pathetic parts of his 
homilies. How long she oould have re- 
pressed her feelings it is difficult to say* 
Ajx unexpected accident relieved her from 
the necessity. 

. The Laird of Milnwood kept up all old 
fashions vrhich were connected with eco- 
nomy* It was, therefore, still the custom 
la his house, as it had been universal in 
Scotland about fifty years before, that the 
domestics,^ after having placed the dinner 
on the table, aate down at the lower end 
of the board, and partook of the share 
which was assigned to them, in company 
with their masters. Upon the day, tbert- 
ibre, after Cuddie's arrivaU being the third 
from the opening of this narrative, old Ro- 
bin, who was butler, valet^de- chambre, foot- 
man, gardener, and what not, in the house 
of Milnwood, placed on the table an im-* 
mense charger of broth, thickened with 
oatmeal and colewort, in which ocean of 
liquid was indistinctly discovered, by clos^ 

VOL. II» H 
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#liletvers> two or three ibort i ib^ of le«9 
niuttoti sailing to and fro. Two hugt 
bMk6t«, one of bread made of barley md 
ptascy and one of oat^cakea^ flanked tbft 
standing dish. A large biMled salaum 
would now*adajrs haire indieated mei^o^U* 
beral housekeeping; but at that period 
it was caught in such plenty in the cpnai^ 
derable rivers in Scotktnd^ that it wa4 
generally applied to feed the sefira«t]|^ 
who are- said sometimes to have stipolat^ 
thtt they should not be required to^HA 
food so lusctou4 and surfeiting in its qqii^, 
Hjty above^ five times a-week. The Iftrgc 
black-jack, filled with very small beer of 
Miln wood's own brewing, was indulged tA 
the servants at discretion, as wepe the bap? 
BOckSy cakesi and broth ; but the muttou 
was reserved for the heads of the family^ 
Mrs Wilson included ; and a measure of ale« 
iomewhatdeservingtbename^wassetapart 
in a silver tankard for their exclusive U9e« 
A huge kebbocky (a cheese that is rn^f^ 
with ewe milk mixed vy^ith cow's milk) 



avd a jafr of ialt .iMitte^ were in edfnmoot 
to the company. » 

' To enjoy tliis exquisite cbeef, was jiUl*' 
end at the head of the table the old laM 
himself, with his nephew on the Me side; 
ttbd the favourite housekeeper on the 
tfther. At a long interval^ and beneath the 
flilt of course, sate old Robin, amiJagrei 
liatf-starved setving-man, rendered crosy 
aird cripple by the rheumatism^ and a dirty 
drkb of a house-maid, whom use had ren* 
dered tajlous to the daily exercitatiotts 
which her temper underwent at the hand^ 
of her nmster and Mrf Wilson* A barn«^ 
man, a white-headed cow^hirrd boy, SEnd 
Cuddle the new ploughman and hi^ ttfo« 
t^er, clompleted the party. The other la« 
bourers belonging to the property resided 
in their own houses, happy at least in thin^ 
that if their cheer was not more delicate 
thaii that which we have described, tbey 
could at kast eait (heir fill, unwafched by 
the sharp, enviona, grey ey^sof Midnwood^ 
iiAmk seeoMd to measuFt the ^pmiiitf 
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that each of his dependants svatlowied, 
as closely as if their glances attended eacb 
mouthful in its progress from the lips tb 
the stomach. This close inspection waii 
unfavourable to Caddie, who was tnucl^ 
prejudiced in his new master's opinion^ "bjr 
the silent celerity with which he causdd 
^he victuals to disappear before him. AiA 
^verand anon Milnwood turned his ey(6s 
from the huge feeder to cast rndfgn^kit 
glances upon his nephew, whose repug- 
nance to rustic labour was the prinbi|i^t 
cause of his needing a ploughman^ arid 
who had been the direct means of his hf- 
fiwg this very cormorant. 

^ Pay thee wages, quotha ?" said Mi In* 
wood to himself. ^* Thou wilt eat in a 
week the value of mair than thou canst 
work for in a month.** 

These disagreeable ruminations were in- 
terrupted by a loud knocking at the outer* 
gate. It was a universal custom in Scot- 
landi that, when the family was at dinner, 

the outer-gate Qf the court-y ard« if there 



wai OBe» and, if not, the door of the house 
itself, vat always shut and locked, and 
only guests of importance, or persons upoa 
urgent business, sought or received admits 
tance at that time. The family of Miln« 
^ood were therefore surprised^ and, in the 
^iisettled state of the times, something 
^larmed, at the earnest and repeated knock-' 
iog with which the gate was now assailed* 
Mrs Wilson ran in person to the door, and# 
having reconnoitered those who were so 
.glamorous for admittance, through some 
^ecret aperture with which most Scottish 
door-ways were furnished for the express 
purpose, she returned wringing her hai^ds 
in great dismay, exclaiming^ ^^ The red* 
.coats I the red-coats r . - 
i..,*' Robin — Ploughman — What ca' they 
ye?— -Barnsman — Nevoy Harry — open the 
door, open. the door^'' exclaimed old Miln« 
wood, snatching up and slipping in ta his 
pocket the two or three silver^spoons with 
which the upper end of the table was gar^ 
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Bubed) tbeM teneatb tb$ salt being ^of 
goodly horn. ; ^' S(>eak them fair^ iit$^^ 
Lojd love ye, speak them fair — they wmmi 
bide thrawing — we're a' harried — we're t? 
harried !" 

While the servacits admitted the troap«-l 
er$, who9e oaths and threats already iodx^ 
cated r^sentmeiit at the delay thiey bad 
\m^n put to, Cuddie took the opportuntQr 
%p whisper to his mother^ " Now, ye deft 
9Aild carlinei mak yoiH-sel deaf-*-ye baii 
made us a* deaf ^e now*— and let me tif&M 
for ye. I wad like iU to get tny neck r%%pi 
for an auld wife's cksbe^ though ye beotnt 
piither." 

" O, hinny, ay ; I'#e be atlent pr thaw 
sail come to ill/' waa the corr^spoqdiD^ 
whisper of Mause ; '^ but bethink ye, my. 
dear^ them that deny the Word, the Wpr4 
will deny" — 

Her adoionitioB iwaa cut short by the 
futranee of the Life Ovard's-meOi a party 
of four tro^era commanded by Botif* 
welK 




. 'Iq tbey trampedi makiiig a tiMiendcmM 
daUer upon the rtoae-floor with the iroft* 
sbod heek of their lange jack>baotii« ami 
ti»e clash ami da&g of their loog» heav/^ 
basket-hil ted broadswords. Miln wood and 
)h(I housekeeper fcrembled» frooi weli* 
grounded apprehenaiou of the «yitein of 
toactioa and plunder carried on during 
Ibve doQiiciliary visits^ Henry Mortoa 
vaa discomposed with more special cause»^ 
for he remembered that he stood answera* 
llkbt/o the laws for baying harboured Bur^ 
lay. The widow Mause Headriggi b«? 
(wf eir fear for hfv sQu'a life and an over* 
strained and enthusiastic zeal, which re* 
pflroachf d Jbar for orosejadting eve«i tacitly 
%fii batie jber i^eligioua sentimentst was 'm 
a^atrangA iqjuandary. The ot^er s^rvantf 
funked for they kn^w not wiell whait* 
Cuddie alonfi with the look of avprenMi 
indifference and sttij^jdity whicb a Sfixitf^ 

tish peasant ean al tinaes assfiuM m» a 
OBMMqtie for considerable shrewdness and 
craftf continued to swallow large 9p90iif 
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fuls of his brotb, to command which, he 
had drawn within his sphere the large veS* 
set that contained it, and helped himself^ 
amid the confusion^ to a sevenfold portibttr 

** What is your pleasure here, gentle* 
men ?'' said Milnwoodj humbling himsi^lf' 
before the satellites of power. ■ ' -^f 

" We come in behalf of the king,** an* 
sw.ered Bothwellj ** Why the devit did 
yon keep us so long standing at the door ^ 

" We were at dinner," answered Miltf^"' 
wood> '^ and the door was locked, as'^'ii^ 
usual in landward towns in this count/yif" 
I am sure, gentlemen^ if I hiad keiin'd otiy 
servants of our gude king had stood at tl:^' 
doorr— But wad ye please to drink soimi' 
ale — or some brandy — or a cup of canafj^' 
sackj or claret wine ?'' making a pause be* 
tween each offer as long as a stingy biddek^^ 
at an auction, who is loth to advance his 
offer for* favourite lot. 

** Claret for me,** said one fellow. • 

^' I like ale better/* said another,^ pr<yi 
vfded it is right juice of John Barleycorn/* 
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^!' Better never was malted/' said Miln<^: 
wood; 'M can hardly sae say muckl^ for 
t^l» claret. It's thin and cauld/ gentle^ 



men*" 



..J^[ Brandy will cure that/' said a third feU 
Im i ; '' ^ gl&ss of brandy to three glassea 
of wine prevents the curmurring ^in the 
stpmaqh/^ 

f^ *i Brandy, ale, wine, sack, and claret,— 
Wip'U try them all,** said Bothwell, " and 
stick to. that which is best* There's good 
^se in. that, if the damn'dest whig in 
Scotland had said it." 

^Hastilys yet with a reluctant quiver of 
bis. muscles, l^ilnwood lugged out two 
|K>ndef ous keys, and delivered them to the 
g^vernante. / 

^/* The housekeeper," said Bothwell, ta^^ 
king a seat, and throwing himself upon itf 
^' is neither so young nor so bonny as to 
tempt a man to follow her to the gaun^ 
trees, and devil a one here is there worth 
sending in her place.— -What's this?*^ 
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nmt ?'^ (searjchiiig with a fork amotog ^ 
faroth^juiii fiAmgmp a cutlet of Hiutto»)>^ 
f>I tbfiik I could cat a bit-*^t's at toiif[k 
as if the devil's d^m bad hatched it.** 
«- .^ if A^n is any thiog better in ^ 
]|0MC> f ii/ said M i4awood, altrnijsd«t tbiie 
qraiptoiMof disapprobatioo-*^*^ r 

" No, no,** said Bothwell, •• W§ net 
w«jtli whtte, I must f^oeeed to bMineas.T?^ 

Y«Hi attend PouQdiextr the presbyttfita 
|MW4o% i Miiderstaiid, Mr Mortoa ?*^ 
.Mr MortMi hastened to slide ia a^N^^ 
fession and apology. 

^ By the iadulgenee of his graekxts «a- 
jcaty asid the govemmenty for i wad do 
votkcng out of laiKP-— I hae nae ot^ectio* 
whatever to the establishment of a ]iK>de^ 
Mte. episcopacy 9 but oftly that i aoi a coun* 
Jtiy^bred maa, and the ministers are it 
kanelier kind of folk, and I can foUov 
-their doctrine better ^ and, with reverence^ 
mt^ it's a oiaif ft^ugal estaUishoient for the 
•eeuiitfy/' 

'' Wells I care nothing about that/' 



« V . 



^u> mmatAUfrfu ifO 



^d So^«ieU ; '^ they are irodiilged. And 

there's an end of it; hut^ for wy patrt^ if 1 
"liMrt to give tl^ imw^ nerer a crapHeared 

tut of the wholcf paek ^hottlil hark m % 
.^ieoteh pulpit. However^ I am to oh^y 
aecrninrantls. Tbeie com^s the liquor ;^iil 

it <i#Wfi, my good old l*dy/^ 
jr>':Hfr decanted about one half of m qtnit 
»*iNittle of elaMt into a wooden^uaigik nr 

Mdkefi and took it off at a dimgfat. : 
*' Yoti did yonf good wise injuitici?^ mf 

dliesd y'^-^it's better thao your brandy^ 

^>#iigh tliaf^a gopd too. WtU yon pJtdge 
rme to the king^s health ?** 
. K ^ With pleaourei^ said Mthiwood^ f^ in ale^ 
^ iw^i b t it I Mvcr dfink claret^ itnd ketip im\f 
>^ very little for lomia boncnaid friends/^- 
'iifj^Like mtf I swppoae/' 4aid Bothwell;: 
. «0d then, pushing the liottla to Hewy^ he 
^wid, >^ Here, young man, pledge j'^u the 

%tng^ health.*^ 
> ' Henry fttled a mjodemto giais in ijlefioe». 

wgardless of the htais and pushes i^hfts^ 

^UMleit wbieh Mttttdi tir indicatie tiutt he 
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6ugh( to have followed his example Uk 

preferring beer to wine* m 

ii '' Well,'' said Both well, *' have ye all 
drank the toast ?-^What is that old m^fii 
about ?i Give her a glass of brandy, sbt 
shall drink the king's health, by!*— ;;. -i; 

*' If your honour pleases,'' saidCuddie, 
with great stolidity of aspect^ ** this is my 
mither, stir ; and she's as deaf as Corra* 
linn ; we canna make her hear day w» 
door ; but, if your honour pleases, I aoa 
ready to drink the king's health for her in 
as niony glasses of brandy as ye think ne« 
shessary." . 

'' 1 dare swear you are,'' answered Both* 
well, /' you look like a fellow that urould 
stick to brand)— -h^lp thyself, man ; all^ 
free where'er I <:omc.— Tom, help the maid 
to a comfortable cup, though she*s but j^ 
dirty jilt neither. Fill round once mort-^ 
Here's to our noble commander, Colon^. 
Graham of Claverbouse I— What the devil 
is the old woman groaning for ? She looki 
as very a whig as ever s«|e on ahill side 



••^Do you renounce the Corenant^ good 
woman ?" . .. 

} /' Wbilk Covenant is your honqur meaur 
ing ? Is it the Covenant of Works, or thc( 
Covenant of Grace?" said CuddiCi interpo« 

^. ^^ Any covenant ; all covenants that ever 
if^ere batched/' answered the trooper. , 

s 

-^>" Mither/' cried Guddie, aflfecting t(> 
speak as to a deaf person, '* the gentlemau 
wants to ken if ye will i:enunce thp Cqye* 
Bant of Works*** , . 

^ J* With all my hearty Cuddie*" saidMause^ 
^ and pray that my feet may be delivered 
ffom tbe snare thereof.'' 
L. " Come,** said Bothwell, V* the old damo 
bas come more frankly off than I expect* 
ed. Another cup rounds and then we^ll 
proceed to buiBiiness. — You have all heardt 
I suppose, of the horrid and barbarous 
jDurder committed, upqn the person of the 
Archbishop of St Andi:ews, by ten or>ele« 
ven armed fanatics ?'' 
L .,AU started and looked at «ach other; 

• " ■ ' • ■ 

10 
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*t kngth MSIiiwood htmseif ansifrmc^ 
^ They had heard of some such mitfov* 
tune, but were in hopes it fctt^ ^^^ been 
tWie,** 

^ There is the rdatipn published hy gd- 
Ternment, old gentleman ; what do jmm 
think of it?- ' . 

"Thklc, sir? Wh— wh— whaterer the 
council please to think of it/* stammered 
Milnwood. 

" I desire to have your opinioii more tx^ 
plicitlyi my friend^'* said the dragoon an* 
thbritatively'. 

Milh wood's eyes hastily glanced throtigh 
the paper to pick out the strongest exprea*- 
-sibhs of genswre with which it abounded^ in 
jg^eaning which he was greatly aided by 
their being printed in italics. 

** I think it a — ^bloody and exeerabte-^ 
murder and parricide — devised by hellish 
and implacable cruelty — utterly abomi- 
liable, and a scandal to the land.^ 

** Well said, old gentleman/* said the 
ijuerist— ** Here^s to thee, and I wish you 



fif af yenr geed principles. ' You ^#e me 
A 'Cifrp f>f tliaoks <<]ir baviBg tftught ]FOtt 
AetH ; tiayi thcHi «)mU pledge me in thnie 

e^irfi sadt — sour ale tits ill upon a lojril 
fMoHMcii. — Now eomes jwur turn, joung 
jmm t wimt lifaiiik you of the matter in 

haadP 

j^ ^ I etiould hare little otrfection to an* 

jiwery^tt,'^ eaid Henry, ^ if I ktiew wbM 

right you had to put the question.^ 

- ^ .^ The Lord preserve us F' said the old 

-Iroufdieeper, ^ t^ ask the like o^ that at a 

trooper, when a' folk ken they 4o what- 
^i^er they^Uke through the hail country wi* 

inau «nd W6ma», beast and body,^ 
rf Theald^gifntleiiian exelaimed in the same 
\lK>rror at his nepheMr'a audaeity, ^ Hold 

y<Mir peace, s?r, er answer the gentlematt 

dfsereetiy. Da you mean to affront the 

imigVs authority in (he person of a ser» 
-^ttt of the lifcguardf i^^ i 

^ Silence, all of you,*^ exclaimed Both- 
:Hirell, fltriking his hand fiercely en the 
rtable^ — ^' SHencCi every one of you, and 



hear km I-^You uk me for my right to tXii 
amine you^ sir; (to Henry) my cockad^ 
and my hroadsword are my commiasiQii^c 
and a beiler one than ever Old Nol gare 
to his round^heads ; and if you want t<r 
]cnow more about it, you may look at thei 
act of council empowering his majestyfg,^ 
officers and soldiers to search for^ exa- 
mine, and* apprehend suspicious persoiis^;^> 
and, therefore, once mor^ I ask you yaui^ 
opinion of the death of Archbishop Sharpe 
r-it's a new touchstone. we have got f^x 
trying people's metal.*' 
' Henry had, by this time, reflected upoi|^ 
the useksi> risk to which he would expose 
|he family by resisting the tyrannical pow« 
er which was delegated to such rude hands ; 
he therefore read the narrative over, and 
replted, composedly, *^ I have no hesita* 
4.ion to say, that the perpetrators of this as« 
sassination have committed, in m> opinion, 
a rash and wieked action, w hicb I regret 
the more, as I foresee it will be made the 
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cause of (proceedings against many who 
ate both innocent of the deedi and as far 
from approving it as myself.** 

While Henry thus expressed himself^ 
Both well, who bent his eyes keenly upon 
him, seemed suddenly to recollect his fea^^" 
tnres. 

"Aha! my friend Captain Popinjay, I 

think I have seen you before, and in vety 

auspicious company/'. i 

- *< I saw you once," answered Henry, '* in 

the public«house of the town of '* 

'^ And with whom did you leav^e that 
ptiblic-house, youngster } — Was it not 
with John Balfour of Burley^ one of tfac^ 
murderers of the Archbtsbop ?'* < 

^^f I did leave the house with the person 
yt>tt have named,*^ answered Henry, " I 
sc6rn to deny it ; but, so far from,: know^ 
ing him to be a murderer of the primate^ 
I did not even know at the time that such 
a crime had been committed/* : ' 
« ^ Lord have mercy on me, I am rniiH 
ed 1 — utterly ruined and undone f ex<^ 



claimed Milnwood* ^'That calUftt"^ tongue 
will ria the bead aff his ain shduMeffl^ 
and waste my gcrdea to the very ffrty 
cloak on my back." 

^' But you know Burley/' coutinued 
Bothwelly still addressing Henry, and re* 
gardless of his uncle's interruption, ^< tm 
Be an interooinmuned rebel and tcaitor^; 
d^d you knew the prohibition to tleal iridic 
auch persons. You knew, that, m avlojwl 
subject, you vere prohibited to reset, sup4 
ply, or ifitercoiomune with this attaiJEitbcl 
trailoty to correspond with him ^by wo^^r 
Writ, or message, or to supply him wiilh 
meat, drtnkt houtt, harbour, or victual^ 
under the higheat paiius^^You knew aU: 
this, and yet you broke the law.** (Henrys 
was sileni) ^ Where did you paii from 
hkn ?'' conttnaed Both well ; ^^ wus it ia the 
highway, or did you give him harbourage 
m this very house ?*' 

*^ In this house !'' said his uncle, '^ ha< 
daved not for his neck bring ony traitor 
Mto a bouse of mioe.^ 



J.' 



;. '/ Dare he dany t)Mt be did toP' said 

^/f As jKMi isiuirge it to me aa a crime/' 
^iA Henry, ^^ you will ^KCUfie my saying 
mqr thiiig that will criminate myself*'' 
ri-^^ Q, the lands of Milnwood I — the bon^ 
9gr hnd$ of Milnwood, that have been in 
|j»e iBiame of Morton twa hundred years !'> 
Mpeiaimed bis uncle ; *^ they are barking 
stmd fleeingt outfiddMd infield^ haugh and 
kqlmer 

i>:^rNo, sir/'said Henry, '^ you shall not 
aikffer on my account~*I own,'' be conti« 
itied, addressiog Botliweli, ^^ I did give 
tltts man a' night i lod^ng, as to an oi^ 
xltttitery comrade of my father. But it waa 
0^ only wtfhottt my uncle'a knowledge, 
\mt contrary to bia espiMs general or# 
dars* I trust, if my 'evidence ia consideiw 
ed as good against myself^ it will havo 
some weight in proving my uncle's in* 



nocence.'' 



.v^^ Come, yottus man,'V nid the soldier^, 
in a somewhat milder tone, f^ yoarcT a 
smart spark enough, and I am sorry for 
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you; 'and your uncle here is a fine aid 
Trojan, kinder^ I see, to his guests tbaa 
himself, for he gives us wine and drinks 
his own tliin ale--tell me all you kno# 
about this Burley, what he said when yott 
parted from him, where he went, an4 
where he is likely now to be found ; and, 
d-— n it^ I'll wink as hard on your shacf 
of the business as niy duty will permit 
There^s a thousand merks on the murdeiw 
ing whigamore's head, an' I could but lighl 
on it— Come, 6ut with .it— where did ^ou 
part with hiour" , ^ 

^' You will excuse iny answering that 
question, si r, 'V s^d Morton; '^ the same 
cogent reasons which induced me to ^ 
ford him hospitality at considerable ri«k; 
to myself and my^friends, would command 
me to respect his secret, if indeed h&had 
trusted me With any." 
' V So you refuse to give me an answer^^ 
said Both well. 

^ ^y I have none to give,'! returned Henry* 
^ f^ Perhaps I could teach you to H^d 
•ne, by tying a piece of lighted match 



Iretwixt your fio^era/* ahswered Both-- 
Well. 

<>p « 0^ for pity's sake, sir,** sai4 old AH* 
ibn apart to her master, 'Vgi'e tbem siller 
-Hit's siller they're seeking—they'll mur-* 
ilerMr Uenryi and yoursel next.'V ' 
r Milnwood groaned in perplexity and 
Bitterness of spirit, and with a tone as if 
Bie was giving up the ghost,' exclaimed, 
^ If twenty p — p — punds would make up 
tfik unhappy matter**-^- — 
/^^€( ]^y master," insinuated Alison to the 
seijeant, ^* would gi'e twenty punds ster- 

** Punds Scotch, you b— h," interrupted 
Milnwood, for the; agony of his avarice 
drercame alike his puritanic precision 
and the habitual respect he entertained 
for his housekeeper. 

*^ Punds sterling,'' insisted the house- 
keeper, ^^ if ye wad hae the gudeness to 
look ower the lad's misconduct ; he's that 
dour ye might tear him. to pieces, and ye 
wad ne'er get a word cnit o' hioQ ; and it 
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wad do ye little gude to bum his tiotttiy 
finger ends." 

•* Why/* said Botbwell, hesitating, ^* I 
fkin't know— most of my cloth woiiUf 
liBve the money, and take off the prisoni^ 
too ; but I bear a ccmseiettce, and if y^M^ 
Siister will stand to your offer, and eM^^ 
hito bond to produce his nephe\ry atut IP 
all in the house will take the test-oatb, £ 
do not know but** '■ * 

** O ay, ay, -sir/' crle^ Mrs Wibtw/ 
" ony test, ony oaths ye please !'* Ahd' 
then aside to her master, '^ Haste ye away, 
sir, and get the money, or they will buYti< 
the house about our lugs.** 

Old' Milnwood cast a rueful look ttpon 
bis adviser, and moved off, like a piece of^ 
Dutch clock-work, to set at liberty his im*'^ 
prisoned angels in this dire emergency.' 
Meanwhile, Serjeant Bothwell began to ptit 
the testoath with such a degree of soletnn^ 
reveretice as might have been expected, 
being just about die same which is used^ 
to this day in his m^esty V custom^bouse/ 

5 



\ 

" You— what's ywLT aame^ woman ?'* > 

" Alison Wilson, sir."^ 
, ^< You^ Alison Wilson^ solemnly swear, 
ipertify, and declare, that you Judge it ubi 
lawful for subjects under pretext of re- 
formation, or any other pretext wbatso* 
eyeiv to enter into Leagum and CoYe<9 



nants"-*-*^— 



^ Here the ceremony was interrapted by 
a strife between Cuddie and bis mother^ 
which, long conducted in whispers^ now. 
Ij^Came audible. 

/^ O, whisht, mither, whisht! they're 
upon a communiHg-^h t wh»H aad 
they'll agree weel e'enow/' 

**: I will not whisht,. Caddie," replied bit 
mother, ^' I will uplift my voice and spare 
not'-^I will confound the man of sin,^ even 
the scarlet mani and th tough my voice 
shall Mr Henry be freed from the net oS 
the fowler." 

^\ She has her leg ower the harrows now," 
said Cuddie, *^ stop her wha can-— ^I see het 
cocked up fiehint a dragoon on iier way 
to the Telbeothr^I £nd my ain legs tJM 
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below a horse's belly— Ay— -she has jost 
mustered up her sermon, and there— ^i' 
that grane — out it comes^ and we are a? 
rained, horse and foot !'' 
• " And div ye think to come here," said 
Blause^ her withered hand shaking in coin 
eert with her keen, though wrinkled vu 
sage, animated by zealous wrath, and emattfi 
dpated by the very mention of the tea^ 
from the restraints of her own prudence 
and Cuddle's admonition — ^^ div ye think 
to come here, wi^ your soul-killings saints 
seducing, conscience-confounding oaths, 
and tests, and bands~-your snares, and 
your traps, and your gins ?^-Surely it is ia 
yain that a net is spread in the sight of 
any bird." 

. ^* £b ! what, good dame ?" said the aoU 
dier. ^' Here's a whig miracle, egad ! the 
old wife has got both her ears and tongue^ 
and we are like to be driven deaf in. oat 
turn.— >Go to, hold your peace, and remeniF 
ber whom you talk to, you old idiot.**^ ; - 
, *^ Whae do I talk to ? Eh, sirs, ower 
weel may the sorrowing land ken what ye 
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Efe. Malignant adherents ye are to the 
prelates, foul props to a feeble and filthy 
cause, bloody beasts of prey^and burdens 
to the earth." :> 

. " Upon my soul," said Bothwell, asto- 
nished as a mastiff dog -might be should a 
hen-partridge fly at him in defence of her 
young, ^' this is the finest language I ever 
lieard ! Can't you give us some more of 

itr .... "... . 

.♦ "Oi'e ye .some mair o'tr"said Mause,; 
clearing her voice with a , prehminary 
qough, "• I' will' take up my testimony 
against you ance and agaim-^Philistines 
ye are, and £domttes — leopards are ye,- 
and foxes— evening- wolves, that gnaw not 
the bones till the morrow — wicked dogs,, 
that compass about the chosen — thrusting 
kine, and pushing bulls of Bashan — pier- 
cing serpents ye are, and allied baith in 
name and nature with the great Red Dra- 
son, Revelations, twalfth chapter, third 
and fourth verses/' 
. Here the old lady stopped, apparently 

VOL. II, I 
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much more from lack of breath than of 
matter. 

, " Curse the ol4 hag/* said one of tte 
dragoons^ ** gag her, and take her t6 
head-quarters.'^ 

" For shame, Andrews,** said Bothwell ; 
" remember the good lady belongs to the 
U\r sex, and uses only the privilege of 
her tongue,-^ But, hark ye, good woman, 
every Bull of Bashan and Red Dragoa 
will not be so eivil as 1 am, or be content- 
ed to leave you to the charge of the coitf 
i^table and ducking*stooL In the mean 
time, I must necessarily carry off this 
young man to head-quarters. I cannot 
answer to my commanding-officer to leaiPC: 
bim in a house where I have heard so much 
treason and fanaticism/' 

** See now, mither, what ye hae dune,** 
whispered Cuddie ; " there's the Phili- 
stines, as ye ca* them, are gaun to whirry 
awa* ^Jr Harry, and a' wi' your nash-gab^ 
de'il be on't !" 
" Haud yeVe Jtongue, ye cowardly loon, 
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said the mother, ^^ and lay na the wyte on 
me ; if you and thae thowless gluttons that 
are sitting- staring like tiows bursting on 
clover, wad testify wi' your hands as Ihave 
testified wi' n>y tongue, they should never 
harle the precious young lad awa' to cap- 
tivity.** - ^ 

While this dialogue passed, the soldiei^s 
had already bound and secured their pri- 
soner. Milnwood returned at this instant, 
add, alarmed at the preparations he beheld, 
hastened to proffer to Bothwell, though 
with many a grievous groan, the purse of 
gold which he had been obliged to rum- 
mage out as ransom for his nephew. The 
trooper took the purse with an air of indif- 
ference, weighed it in his hand, chucked 
it up into the air, and caught it as it fell, 
then shook hfs head, a^tf said, " There^s 
many a -merry night inr this nest df yei- 
lorw boys, but d — n me if I dare ventute 
for them— that old woman has spoke too 
loud, and before all the men too. — Hark 
ye, old gentleman,*' to Milnwood, ** I must 
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take your nephew to bead-quart.erS| so I 

.cannot, in conscience^ keep more than is 
my due as civility-money ;" then^ opening 

'the'purscy he gave a gold piece to each.of 
the soldiers, and took three to himseU^ 
*' Now," said he, " you have the comfort 
to know that your kinsman, young Cap- 

rtain Popinjay, will be carefully looked af- 
ter and civilly used^ and the rest of the 
money I return to you." • - 

Milnwood eagerly extended bis hand^ 

' ** Only you know/' said Bothweli, stiil 
playing with the purse, " that every land- 
holder is answerable for the conformity 

<and loyalty of his household, and that 
these fellows of mine are not obliged to 

. be silent on the Subject of the fine sermon 
we have had from that old puritan in the 

i tartan plaid there ; and I presume you are 

. aware that the consequences of delation 
will be a heavy fine before the council." 

** Good Serjeant, — worthy captain !" ex- 
claimed the terrified miser, " I. am sure 
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there is no person in my Jiouse, to my. 
knowledge, would give cause of offence.'* • 
. .<« Nay," answered Bothwell, " you shall 
iiear her give her testimony, as she calls itr 
herself. — You fellow," (to Cuddie) ***tand 
back; and let your mother speak her mind.* 
\ see she's primed and loaded again since 
Eer fii^t discharge." 

/' Lord ! noble sir," said Cuddie, " an 
auld wife^s tongue^s but a feckless matter 
f6 fnak sic a fash about. Neither my fa* 
iCher nor mc-ev-er minded muckle what our 
*lither said." 

t-w*HJ)ld your peace, my lad, while you 
are well," said Bothwell ; *' I promise you 
I think youare slyer than you would Hke 
tto be supposed. — ^Come, good dame, you 
:;^ee your master will not believe that you 
can give us so bright a testimony.". 

Mause's zeal did not require this spur 
to set her again on full career.- 
-v *^ Woe to the compliers and carnal self- 
seekers," she said, *' that daubs over and 
drowns their consciences by complying 
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wrth wicked exactions, and giving mam- 
ittbn of unrighteousness to the sons of 
Belial, that it may make their peace with 
them I It is a sinful compliance, a base 
confederacy with the enemy. It is the 
evil that Menahan did in the sight of the 
Lord, when he gave a thousand talents to 
Feel, King of Assyria, that his hand might 
bewith him. Second Kings, feifteen chap« 
ter, aughteen verse. It is the evil deed of 
Afaab, when he sent money to Tigteth Pe« 
leaser, see the saame Second Kings, sax'^ 
teen and aught* And if it was accounted 
a backsliding even in godly Hezekiab^ 
tint he complied with Sennacherib, giving 
bim money and offering to bear that which 
war pot upon him> (see the saame Second 
Kings, aughteen chapter, fourteen and 
feifteen verses) even so it is with them that 
in this contumacious and backsliding gene- 
ration pays localities and fees, and cess and 
fines, to greedy and unrighteous publicans, 

• 

and extortions and stipends to hireling cu» 
fates, (dumb dogs which bark not, sleeping, 
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lying down, loving to sluaiber) and gives 
gifts to be helps ^d hires to our oppress* 
ors aqd destroyers. They are all like tb^ 
casters of a lot with them — ^like tlie prepa<- 
i\ng of a table for the troop» and tl>e fur- 
nishing a drink-offering to the number.^ 

^^ There's a fine sound of doctrine for 
youy Mr Morton! How like you that?" 
said Bothwell ; '^ or how do you think the 
Council will like it^ I think wercan cai^ry 
the greatest part of it in our beads witk- 
Wt t kylevinf pen and a pair of tablet^ 
ittch as you bring to conventicles. Sb^ 
denies paying cess, I think, Andrews r'' 

" Yes, . by G-*-," said Andrews ; *^ and 
•be swore it was a j^in to give a trooper. a 
pot of ale, or ask him to sit down at a 
Uble.*' - 

'^ You bear/' said Botbwell, addressing 
Milnwood, ^^ but it's your own affair;" and 
be proffered back the purse with its di- 
minished contents, with an air of indiffe* 
lence^ 
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' Milnwood, whose head seemed stunn^ 
t)y the accumubation of his misfortunes, 
extended his hand mechanically to takt 
the purse. * 

" Are ye mad ?** said his housekeeper; 
in a whisper ; " tell them to keep it ;*^ 
they wiUkeep it either by fair means or fdul^ 
and it's our only chance to make thttA 
quiet.'* ■ . .'ti- 

" I cannia do it, Ailie— I canna do it,** 
said Milnwood> in the bitterness of hi) 
htzH. " I canna part wi' the siller I hkd 
counted sae often ower, to thae black- 
guards." 

** Then, I maun do it mysel, Milnwood," 

m 

' said the housekeeper, ** or see a* gang 
wiiahg thegither. — My master, sir," she 
said, addressing Bothwell, ^' canna think 
o*" taking back ony thing at the hand of an 
honourable gentleman like you ; he im- 
pibres ye to pit up the siller, aftd be as 
kind to his nephew as you can, and be fa* 
vourable in reporting our dispositions to 
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government, and let u$ tak nae wran^ for 
the daft speeches of an auld jaud," (here 
she turned. fiercely upon Mause, to indulge 
herself for the ^ort which it cost her ta 
assume a mild demeanour to the soldiers,)- 
^ a daft auld whig randie, that ne'er was 
in the house (foul fa' her) till yesterday af- 
ternoon, and that sail ne er cross the door- 
stane again an* anes I had her out o't/* 

"Ay, ay/' said Cuddie, '* e'en sac. I 
kenn'd we wad be put to our travels 
again whene'er you suld get three words 
sppken to -an end. I was sure that wad be 
the upshot o't, mither.'* 
' *? Whisht, n^y bairn," said she, "and din- 
iia murmur at the cross.-rrcross their, door-: 
stane ! weel I wot TU ne'er cross their door^^ 
stane. There's nae mark on their th res- 
hold for a signal chat the destroying angel 
should pass by. They'll get a back-,cast.o* 
his hand yet, that think sae muckleo' the 
creature and sae. little o' the. Creatpr-— sae 
muckle o' warld's gear and sae little o' a 

12 
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broken cov«Dant-r-sae xnuckle about tbae 
wheen pkces p' yellow muck, aod sae little 
about the pure gold o'' tbe Scriptof e^T-$aet 
muckle about their ain fiieud aad kinsmaUi 
tnd 4ae little about the elect that are tried 
m'.horoipga^ barassiugs, huntings^ search*' 
iftga, bbaiiugSy catcbings, imprifionmeiitSy 
torturiiigs, baubhoieDts, headiugs, hang- 
ings^ disfflemberings^ and quarterings 
quick^.forbje the hundreds forced from 
thetr 81D. habitations to tbe deserts, mouii* 
taiour, nrair^ mosses, moss-flow^ aiul peat* 
bags, Jihere, t0 bear tbe word like bread 
eaten in secret." 

• f^ She's ai the Covenant now, serjeant^ 
sbaU we not bare her aw^ay ?" said one of 
tbeaoidiera. 

• " You be d-«-d,'* said Both well, aside to 
him^;^ cannot you see she's better where 
she is, so long as there is a respectable^ 
if>orisible, money-broking heritor, like Mr 
Morton of Miln wood, who has the means 
of atoning her trespasses? Let the old 
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mother fly to raUe another broody she's too 
tough to be made any thing of herself— 
Here,** he cried, " one other round to 
Milnwood and his rx)of-tree, and to our 
next merry meeting with him ! — which I 
think will not be far distant, if he keeps 
such a fanatical family ."^ 

He then ordered the party to take their^ 
horses, and pressed the best inMilnwood'3 
stable into the king's service to carry the 
prisoner. Mrs Wilson, with weeping eyes^ 
made up a small parcel of necessaries for 
Henry's compelled journey^ and, as she 
bustled about, took an opportunity, un- 
seea by the party, to slip into bis hand a 
small sum of money» Both well and his 
troopers, in other respects, kept their pro- 
mise, and were civih They did not bind 
their prisoner, but contented themselves 
with leading his horse between a file of 
men. They then mounted,, and marched 
oS with much mirth and laughter among 
themselves, leaving the Miln^vood family 
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in great confusion. The old laird liim^ 
iclf, overpowered by the loss of his ne* 
phew, and the unavailing outlay of twen- 
ty pounds sterling, did nothing the whole 
evening but rock himself backwards and 
forwards in his great leathern easy: ehaiff 
repeating the same lamentation, of ** {luin^ 
ed on a' sides, ruined on a' sides— body and 
gudes, body and gudes !" 

Mrs Alison Wilson*s grief was partly m-' 
dulged and partly relieved by the torrent 
of invectives with which she accompanied 
Mause and Cuddie's expulsion from Mila^ 
wood. 

' " 111 luck be in the graning corse o? 
thee ! the prettiest lad in Clydesdale thi» 
day iliaun be a sufferer, and a* for you and 
your daft whiggery:** 

" Gae wa^" replied Mause; " I trow ye 
are yet in the bonds of sin, and in the gall 
of iniquity, to grudge your bonniest and 
best in the cause of Him that gave ye ar* 
ye hae — I promise I hae dune as muckle 
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for Mr Harry as I wad do for my ain ; 
for, if Cuddie was found worthy to bear- 
testimony in the Grassmarket" 

** And there's gude hope o*t," said Ali* 
son, '^ unless you and he change your 
courses*** 

^^ And if," continued Mause, disregard- 
ing the interruption, " the .bloody Doegs 
and the flattering Ziphites were to seek to 
insnare me with a proffer of his remission 
iipon sinful compliances, I wad persevere, 
natheless, in lifting my testimony against 
popery, prelacy, antinomianism, erastian- 
ism, lapsarianism, sublapsarianis^m, and the 
6ins and snares of the times — I wad cry as 
a woman in labour against the black in- 
dulgence, that has been a stumbling-block 
to professors — I wad uplift my voice as a 
powerful* preacher.'* 

" Hout tout, mither,** cried Cuddie, in- 
terfering> and dragging her off forcibly, 
'* dinna deave the gentlewoman wi' your 
testimony ; ye kae preached eneugh for 
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sax days ; ye preached tis out o' our canny 
free-house aud gude kale-yard, and out a' 
this new city o' refuge afore our hiuder*end 
wai weel hafted in it; and ye hae preach- 
ed Mr Harry awa' to the prison ; and ye 
hae preached twenty punds out o' the 
laird's pocket that he likes as ill to quit 
wi' ; and sae ye may hand sae for ae wee 
white without preaching me up a ladder 
and down a tow; sae cum awa\ cum 
awa! ; the family hae had eneugh o' your 
testimony to mind it for ae while." 

So saying, he dragged off Mause, the 
words, ** Testimony — Covenant — malig- 
nants — indulgence/' still thrilling upon 
her tongue, to make preparations for in- 
stantly renewing their travels in quest of 
an asylum. 

" lll-fa'ard, crazy, crack-brained gowk, 
that she is !'' exclaimed the housekeeper, 
as she saw them depart, '^ to set up to be 
sae muckle better than ither folk, the 
auld besom, and to bring sae muckle dis* 
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tress on a douce quiet family ! If it hadna 
been that I am mair than half a gentle wo*^ 
man by my station, I wad hae tried my 
ten nails in the wizen'd hide o' her." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

I am a son of Mars who have been in many wArs, 
And shew my cuts and scars wherever I come ; 
This here was for a wench, and that other in a trench^ 
When welcoming the French at the sound of the drum. * 

Burns. 

" Don T be too much cast down,*' said 
Serjeant Bothwell to his prisoner as they 
journeyed on towards the head-quarters ; 
" you* are a smart pretty lad, and well 
connected ; the worst that will happen 
will be strapping up for it, and that is 
many an honest fellow's lot. I tell you 
fairly your life's within the compass of 
* the law, unless you make submission, and 
get off by a round fine upon, your uncle's 
estate ; he can well afford it." 

" That vexes me more than the rest/' 
said Henry. " He parts with his money 

7 
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with regret ; and, as he had no concern 
whatever with my having given this per- 
son shelter for a night, I wish to Heaven, 
if I escape a capital punishment, that the 
penalty may be of a kind I could bear in: 
my own person." 

" Why, perhaps,'* said Both well, *^ they 
will propose to you to go into oiie of the 
Scotch regiments tha^t are serving abroad. 
It's no bad line of service ; if your friends 
are active, and there are any knocks go^ 
ing, you may soon get a commission.'' 

" I am by no means sure,** answered 
Morton, '• that such a sentence is ilot the 
l)est thing that can happen to me.'* 

" Why, then, you are no real whig after 
all ?" said the serjeant. ' 

** riiave hitherto meddled with no pafty 
in the state," said Henry, " but have re'- 
maihed quietly at home; and sometimes I 
have had serious thoughts af joining one 
of our foreign regiments." 

'* Have you ?*' replied Bothwell ; " why, 
I honour you for it ; I have served in the 



Scotch French guards myself many a long 
day ; it's the place for learning discipline 
d — n me. They never mind what you do 
when you are off duty ; but miss the roll* 
call, and see how they will arrange you— • 
D — n me, if old Captain Montgomery 
didn't make me mount guard upon the ar* 
senal in my steel-back and breast, plate* 
sleeves and head-pieccj for six hours at 
once> under so burning a sun, that gad X 
was becked like a turtle in Port Royalei^ 
I swore never to miss answering to Franctt 
Stuart again, though I should leave my 
hand of cards upon the drum-head — Ah t 
discipline is a capital thing/' 

" In other respects you liked the ser- 
vice ?" said Henry. 

*^Par excellence^' said Bothwell ; " wo- 
men, wine, and wassail^ all to be had for 
little but t^e asking ; and if you find 4t ia 
your' conscience to let a fat priest think he 
has sonie chance to convert you, gad he'll 
help you to these comforts himself just to 
gain a little ground in your good affec* 
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tiom Where will you find a crop-eared 
vhig parson will be so civil ?** 

** Why, nowhere, I agree with you,** 
said Henry } "but what was your chief 
duty ?" 

** To guard the king's person/* said 
Both well, " to look after the safety of 
Louis le Grand» my boy, and now and 
then to take a turn among the Huguenota 
(protestants that is«) And there we had 
fine scope ; it brought . my hand pretty 
well in for the service in this country. 
But, come, as you are to be a buon came* 
TodOf aa the Spaniards say* I must put you 
in cash with some of your old uncle's 
broad- pieces. This is cutter's law; we 
must not see a pretty fellow want, if we 
have cash ourselves/' 

Thus speaking, he pulled out his purse^^ 
took out some of the contents, and ojSer« 
ed them to Henry without counting themr 
Young Morton declined the favour ; and,, 
not judging it prudent to acquaint the 
Serjeant, notwithstanding his apparent ge- 
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nerosity, that he was actually in posses^- 
sion of some money, he assured hrm he 
would have no difficulty in getting at sup- 
ply from his uncle. ^ 

'' Well/* said Bothwell, '' in that case 
these yellow rascals must serve to ballast 
my purse a little longer. I always make it 
a rule never to quit the tavern (uhleM 
ordered on duty) while my purse is so 
weighty that I can chucic it over the sign* 
post. . When it is so light that the whi<I 
blows it back, then, boot and saddle, — we 
must fall on some way of replenishing.-^ 
But what tower is that before us, ristng 9a 
high upon the steep bank, out of the 
woods that surround it on every side?" 

# 

" It is the tower of Tillietudlem," said 
one of the soldiers. *' Old Lady Marga- 
ret Bellendeh lives there. She's one of the 
best affected women in the country, and 
one that's a soldier^s friend. When I was 
hurt by one of the d — d whig dogs that 
shot at me. from behind a fauld-dyke, I lay 
a month there^ and would stand iHich aii^ 
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otiier wound to be in as good quarters 
again." 

*• If that be the case/* 'said Bothwell, 
/* I will pay my respects to her as we 
pass, and request some refreshment for 
men and horses ; I am as thirsty already 
as if. I bad drank nothing at Mitnwood. 
But it is a good thing in these times," he 
•continued, addressing himself to Henry, 
•^^ that the King's soldier cannot pass a 
•'house without getting a refreshment. In 
.^uch houses as Tillie — what d*ye call it, 
ypu are served for love ; in the houses of 
the avowed fanatics you help yourself by 
force ; and among the moderate presbyte- 
rians and other suspicious persons, you are 
well treated from fear ; so your thirst is 
always quenched on some terms or other." 
. " And you propose/' said Henry anxi- 
ously, ** to go upon that errand up to the 
; tower yonder ?** 

•* To be sure I do,*- answered BotI> 

well. " How sliould I be able to report 

; favourably to my officers of the worthy 



-i 



S14 TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

]ady*8 sound principles, unless I know tht 
taste of her sack, for sack she will pro* 
duce-^— that I take for granted ; it is the 
favourite consoler of your old dowager 
of quality, as small claret is the potation 
of your country larrd." 

" Then, for Heaven's sake/* said Henry^ 
"•* if you are determined to go there, dt> 
Bot mention my name, or expose me to a 
family that I am acquainted with. Let me 
be muffled up for the time in one of yoOT 
soldier's cloaks, and only mention me ge- 
nerally as a prisoner under your charge.** 

" With all my heart/* said Bothwell ; 
•* I promised to us^c you civilly, and I 
scorn to break my word.— Here, Andrews, 
wrap a cloak round the prisoner, and do 
not mention his name, nor where w^ 
caught him, unless you would have a trot 
on a horse of ^rood/ 

They were at this moment at an arched 
gateway, battlemented and flanked with 
turiets, one whereof w.as tota4ly ruinous, 
excepting the lower story, which served 

11 
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u.a cow-liouse to the peasant, whose fa- 
mily inhabited the turret which remain- 
ed entire. The gate had been broken 
down by Monk's soldiers during the ci- 
vil war, and had never been replaced, 
therefore presented no obstacle to Both- 
vrttl and his party. The avenue, very 
steep and narrow, and causewayed with 
large round stones, ascended the side of 
the precipitous bank in an oblique and 
Zigzag course, now shewing now hiding k 
view of the tower and its exterior bulr 
.warkd, which seemed to rise almost per* 
pendicularly above their heads. The frag- 
menls of OotUic defences which it exbt* 
btted were upon aucb a scale of strength 
at induced Bothwell ta exclaim, '* It's 
well this place is in hone»t and loyal 
hands* Egad, if the enemy had it, a dozen 
of old whigamore wives with their distaffn 
might keep it against a troop of dragoom, 
at least if they bad half the spunk of tha 
old girl we left at Milnwood. Upon my 
life/', he continued, as they came in front 
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of the large double tower and its suj^ 
rounding defences and flankers, *^ it iSffi 
superb place^ founded, sa>s the worn Jn« 
scription over the gate — unless the rei^ 
nant of my Latin has given me the slip~ 
by Sir Ralph de Bellenden in 1350*^— a re- 
spectable antiquity. . I must greet thepkl 
]ady with^due honour, though it sboiila 
.put me to the labour of recalling some of 
,th^ cornplimexits that I used to dabble iii 
^ivhen I was wont to keep that sort of con\r 

pany-*' J 

. As^ he thus communed with himself, 
the butler, >yho had reconnoitered the 
soldiers from an arrow-slit in the wall, an- 
pounced to bis lady, that a commanded 
party of dragoons waited at the gate with 
a prisoner umler their charge. 

" 1 am certain," said Gudyill, "and po- 
,sitive, that the sixth man is a prisoner, for 
^is horse is led, and the two dragoons that 
l^r.e before have their carabines out of their 
budgets and rested upon their thigbs. It 



iiras aye the way we gii9>4e4 pnsqtiexs i;^.- 
tine duy^ of the great Mar^qjuU/' 

*' KjogV soldiers^' said the laily ; ^^ p^o- 
biU^ly ir¥ waat of* refresbiQent. Qq^ Cfudr: 
yi)i, maketbem welcome^ ai^d let them be-j 
a^ammodated with what provision a^d. 
forage the Tower-can afford^-— ^A^d stay» 
tell my gentlewoman to bring my b^acl^; 
scarf.^ and o^anteau. I will go down^ my*, 
self to receive thepi;. am- cannot shewt 
them tpomuc^ respect in times when they, 
ajre doing: so much for. royal author! ty« 
A<id*d!y4'hear, Qudyill; Jet Jenny Deqni« 
SOB slip on her pearlings tq walk before/ 
my niece ai9d met, and the thrite women, tp* 
wa)]i:i. behind ; sy^jd bid rmy niece attend mO' 
insiwrtlyf*? - 

J^uUy, ^Wi^tred, and attqndeid accord*^ 

]i|ftteherrdj^!efHy>9A« l^ady Margaret nowr 
sailed out into the court-yard of her tow^r^ 

with grwfr' €fiurt$fiy^ ajw^ di^riilyi, Ser- 
jeant J3c(Dh%wH^|ut€)dc:the gr^ire 4ll4 reye- 

re^id i4i4y oi tA«<mmftr:'Wi<ii«aPiQ4sitmi^ 

VOL. II. * . . 
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which had something of the light and^^ 
careless address of the dissipated men of I 
fashion \xl Charles the Second's time^ and \ 
did not at all savour of the awk^rard or4 
rude manners of a nbn^^comtnissioned bfli- ' 
cer of dragoons. His language^ as weU'as% 
his manners, seemed also to be refined forf 
the time and occafsioh ; though the truth r 
was, that, in the fluctuationis of anadveR-'<': 
turous and prc^igate Iife| Bothwell had:^^ 
sometimes kept company much better^'i 
suited to \i\% ancestry than to his ^reseirt*: 
situation of life. To the lady's request to > 
know whether she could be of service to^ 
thim, he answered, with a suitable bow, 
"That as they had to marchi some mile^^' 
farther that night, they would be much**^ 
accommodated by permission to rest their 
horsier for an hour before continuing theii' 
j6umey,* ' . ' , .:. - 

^ With the greatest pleasure,'* answered 
Lady Margaret, " and I .trufct that itiy f. 
people will see that neither horse nor meu - 
want suitable refreshment/' 



.. • ' 



,\g , »*?f? 



MSWAhJkTrr.ijA 9^192 



*."j We ;apc w«U awar€# fltadafm/ •) cdn ti- 
nned Bath well, V that such* has always been - 
the recepMon, within the walU of Tillie- 
tttdlami. of those who served the* King/-: '\ 

jt* . y[e have ; studied to discharge' ouf 
duty .faithfully and loyally on all occa- 
sidt)Si sifyV answered Lady Margajrety -plea* 
sed '3i^ith the complimenti ^^ both to our 
nionarchs and to their fotlowersi partictf-: 
larly to their faithful soldiers: ; It is not^ 
loftg ago, and it probably has not escaped 
the recollection of his sacred majei^y; now 
oa tl^e throne, since he hiins9lf honoured; 
iny poor houBe with his pieseilc0, 4a4' 
breakfasted in a room in this icas^tjei Itfri 
Serjeant, which my waiting*gentlewt)»mi|tt) 
shi^U sh^w you ; we still call it the King's 



J 



;8<xthweW bad by. this time dja(B3omtJboi> 
his party, and committed the bo)^$i^ Aft^thflj 
chi^rg^4D|f. ppe filct' avd the prispiMr ID tbat 
oi; another, ip^ th^t he faimaelf. wi^ atji^ 
bfi^y. to continue the conversation, which^ 
the lady had so condescendingly opened* 
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^£»nc^ the King! "Mjf nuu/t&r, had-'t^c 

catfMt wonideir tbat^ t id eMetflkKl' t«Ptiloir 
that'ilet^'e him; atfd whbile' pVittcrp^l-alcf^^ 
i«'<k>i&g'iC with fiae(ityi AuiyePl ^iire 
zruattet reltttioii: id his itfajevty thM thi»> 
cdar^ r6(|:cdat^^oufl<l sleiW t6ln(lltiit%J^^ 

" Ind^^i sir? Pfobatoty," safi La^ 
Mlit^g^reit,' «'- 3^tf J hav^ bxAoogtA tb^ hAr* 
household r'^ •':''• 

*^N«fi ^Mc^ly, nMKdaTH, - 1» ' his: bb^^* 
hlDH- but i^helr'td Ms ^awej a ootiti^b^oiii 
thMtlgh #M«sh- 1 may ckim ti?i6dreU~ii)^lt^ 

!> ^^lt««<c^- eattelutive' of that of Tikl»tU* 

&^mi'^ ' ■■'■'.■' .^ ■'■':'i- 

'>r^ f^ siid thd old' lad jr^ di^Wittjf^ h6t^ 

self up with dignity at hearing what' slfe- 

cAmA»A v«d: ati'^m^ertiAettV jbtffi *' I' dib^ ^t 

ifiid0ri(»tt«tyoii«'^. 

^It'^ btfl^sifoioliih%ttbj«s«fbr oitelnwy 

ritJuMidtt tQ^ttlHtix^ Blkdi!|»i" answered thtt> 
tiid^iMr/ ** tiiiif«yib<ifm«tot h««t^bc»ird«f life« 



hiatory aqd -misforkuinQs^ of . piy igfaft^- 
. father .Francis St4iar,ty tp,wbom .JaiD€sX> 
,bis cou84D.-;gerwan,.gaye t,he title of Botb- 
..we4l,^^ v^y Co?i»des.giye,i»e.t^e ni,c^- 
.^naiii^. ItiwaSrUot in ^|;ie4^^£ {UQ $Q9<re 
' ady^ajt^gcous to him jljti^n: it .is, to,fflif ." 

/' ][adeedr^V said iL>ady vAfafgare^^ .with 
^mughsyoipathy^dd sufpiise; **. I tfaye Ia- 

deed always understood that^^^ie jgcfujid- 

.i^ajQ of the last EarLw^s in nc^c^s^iito^scir* 

, Cum^tanceSy .but. I, should never l^aye eiL* 

^pected.lo.see him so, low, in fj^ie ^ervicje. 

With such iCoaoectiQns, .n^hat .iU^/(j^t^9€ 
[ ffO^L^ |ha,vc; jr^duoed ypu'*Tmr- 

^ /r-rNothinjg.jiMuch , 9vt, of .^thec^otd^WMfy 
«<^»>f!*?ft 1 Mieye^flijM^am,'' jMijfi JBothvpj*! 

.:jMck Uken^y pe?gJ\t>pMCteTth»v^4fai»K^i^y 
my luck ner^rjJw^ i,X, pwH-A^^iii^jilFe 
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• . * ■ 

'tiseful friends out of my jolly compatiions 

*'— Perhaps I was not sufficiently aware,''iie 

continued with some' bitterness, ** how 

much the descendant of the Scottish Stu^ 

w 

arts was honoured by being admitted \itio 
the convivialities of Wilmot and Villters.'' 

r 

'V But your Scottish friends, Mr Stuart^ 
your relations here, so numerous and to 
powerful?" 

*^ Why, ay, my lady, I believe some «>f 

'them might have made me their game- 

* keeper, fpr I am a tolerable sfaot-^someisof 

tliem would have entertained me as their 

bravo, for I can use my sword well — and 

'here and ther^ was one, who, when better 

v' company was not to be had, would faatve 

'made me his companion, since I can drink 

'my three bottles of wine. — But I don't 

Xknow bow it is--— between service and ser- 

' .vice among my kinsmen, I prefer that of 

' my cousin Charles as the most creditable of 

- them all, although the pay is but poor and 

^ the livery- far frbm splendhi.'' 
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*' It 18 a shame, it is a burning scandal/' 

. said Lady Margaret. *\ Why do you nQt 

t-apply to his most sacred majesty i he can- 

.not but be surprised tp bear that a scion 

./of his august family**- 



' ' ■ >■ i ■ 



*'I beg your pardon, madam,'* inter- 
^'lupted the Serjeant, ^' I am but ablujit 
K^ soldier, and I trust. you will excuse me 

when I say, his roost sacred majesty is 
r more. busy in. grafting, scions of his own 

than with nourishing those which were 
i4)lanted by his grandfather's grandfather.** 
i ^ ^* Well, Mr Stuart,'* said Lady Marga^ 
^sf ent| ** one tiding you must promise me--^ 
;. remain atTillie|;udlem to«night ; to«morrdw 

I expect 'your> commanding-officer, the 

i gallant *Claverhouse, ' to whom king, and 

I country are so much.obliged^ for his exer- 

tions against those who would turn the 

' , ' » . i, 

r. world upside down. I will speak to him 
. on the subject of your speedy promotion, 
and I am certain he feels -too nmch, both 
, what is due>to the blood which is in your 
. veins, and to the request; of a lady so 
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highly di^titi^uiishAl as mjself hy*ln^ ino^t 

"sacred majcStyi not to twike better provi- 
sion forjwu'ttian you liaveyict'rtccttipTe^^^^ 
^* I am touch dbliged to y crffr )a[()yifii^, 
and I ccrtainly"Win remam hcrcrliritfa ttfjr 
iprisoner; since ymi requeH it, especially as 
it will be ' the* earliest way'of prestAWAg 

^faim to Colonel 6rahame,'and tibtainin^)^ 
ultimate ordcirs^ aboilt the young ^patkt'f 
•*'Who is'your prisoner^ pray you?* safiKl 

'l^ady Margaret. • •? 

" A young fellow of tather the better 
class in this neighbourhood, who iias been 

'so' incautious as to give countenance to 
one of the nrafdferers^ of the pTimate/' anil 

'to facilitate the dog's escape/' 

*<0, fie upon him !" saTdXarfy^Margarit, 
'** I aln but too apt to forgive theiiijuViesl 
have received* at the hatlds^of these rogues, 
though some of them, Mi* Stuart, are of a 
kind not like to be fbrgbttcn ;' but those 
who would abet the perpetrators bf Ho 
cruel and deliberate a homicide on a^ single 
man, an oid man, and a nlan of the ^Afcli- 

8 



4bi.s1io^*3 Mcr$dprof€S9ipnrr-Q fie upon himi 
*ICy9M wiab.tQiDAkehim secure, ;^witb4it;^ 
trouble to your people, I will cause. ilau;i- 
iSODy or.^udyi)!, Ipokior the key 4>f pur pit, 
lOr pritMipM^MPgeoju Itibas pot:beeuppeii« 
ltd Aitice:tae week rafter the victory ofl^i)- 
fyitil»ei,wfe*iiiiPXP9oy,{ikirjAr|^m.ftey^n4^fi 
put twenty whigs into it; but.it ;i|i,,q^t 
^]|H)r«)^i|^WQj^t$ffieSB |;>^«atl^.gr9)iji|cl^ so 

^eioiiteriair." ,. oo ■ :. ;;.,r. 

ed the Serjeant} "I dare say, Ji^i^^i^* 
,8eoniiS)4 r^% adipMle o9«»,ji};u.t \ bare 
;pr»ioi«6d tO;^^ ^Yil to. the M) ^4 <)Will 
,tftk&.o«r« .bo 4a(iW»tiCrh«d.;SO,;^.,to.(4^f Bcifir 
|efiCApe;impQ$sible. I'iljPtet, j;hpj)e:to ^^^^k 
after him shall kji^plkim^i^fvXl^itkffi 
;lega> necce an . tb^iioPUWi^ tui^; $PgSr« m.i^^ 
'tbttoabluns*^./ 

"iWcU^iMr 4to»rCrWJpin§d7Uii^;te<?^, 
• « .you;ibejit ka^w^ypur p\^p; cfe^ty. : i c^f afj- 
^y^wUb/yau^ljin^d cyeiiiitgi.ji«;(ijfipmg!it 

]^ t 
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I • ■ ... 

yon to the care of my^ steward^ Harrison; I 
^ould ask^yott to keep us company, bnU^^ 

J • • • ■ . 

«^ '/^Qnrtidani,- it requires no apology*} I 
*kmiieni^le' the cbariie red coat of Kioe 
'Gkarlea'lL doe» and ought to aiiiiihilaWe 
^tfae privileges of ' the red bloodf of-Kibg 
-James VA^' ' i . ^ ,. ; :.4 t 

^ ^ Not itrilh -me^ I do assure you, • Mr 
-Stuart ; you do me injustice if you think 
^8o*> 1- ^U Speak to your office* to^norrow'; 
you shall soon find yourself ' in a ^rank 
*wliere there shall need no anomAHes to be 
reconciled.'*- ^ 

^' ' '^ 1 believe, madam,*' said fiothwell, 
'*' jolir goodness will find itself deceived ; 
'but I am obliged to you for your intention, 
anJ, at all events, I will have a ipevry 

night with Mr Harrison/^ 

' Lady Margaret took a eeremonious leave, 
with all the respect which she owed to royal 
blood, even when flowing in the veins : of 
a Serjeant of the life-gyards, again assu- 
ring Mr Stu^rtt that whatever ^ was in the 
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Tower of Tiltietudlem was heartily at his 
. nervice and- that of bis attendants. ^ 

Serjeant Bpthwell did, not fail to take 
f (h|B;.lady at her wordi and. readily forgot 
. I;lie hejght'from whijDh;;fai%f2(niUy had\d[^ 
>tcend[ed, in ajoyous carousal, daring which 
J JVlr Harrison exerted himself to produce 
. the best wine in the cellar, and to cixclte 
";■ his guest to be merry by thjit seducing gx- 
^^ ample> wbiph, in matters of conviviality, 

- goes farther than precept; Old Gudyill 
.asspciated himself with a pafty so much 

4ohis taste, pretty much as Pavy iA the 
Second Part of Henry. the .Fourth mingles 

: in the revels of bis master. Justice Shal- 
low, tie r^n down to the cellar at, the risk 

.:of breaking his necHy to ransack. some pri- 
vate catacomb, known, as he boasted, only 
to himself, and^hicb never either hady or 

. should, during his superintendance, ren- 

. der forth a bpttle of its contents to any one 

. but a real Ring's friend. 

" When the Puke dined here," said the 

- -bu(ler|. SQaiiiig: himself ;4t a dii^tance from 



the table, being somewhat overall^d^ by 
BothweU'9 genealogy, but yethitcfain^lAi 
-tfeat hialf a yard nearer at e^ery cUute of 
:h» speeeb, ** my leddy was^ftnfiorturmtie'io 
liave a bottle of %hat? Barg«ndy,7 (here*te 
t«dTaac«d his'fteat a lhtle>-''*bur i dtttflU 
^ittn hi^W' it iKFas, Mr Stuart, f mUdoulMAil 
^bira» I jalbused ' him, dir, ' iio^ ta be^ tf^e 

* friend -to goviHrnmen t- he pretends ; ' tke 
.family' are' not to^ lippen to. That aidd 
i Duke James lost bis- hearti before he^klit 
^liitf head ; and the ^Worcester man was Mt 
^ Wersh parpitoh, neither gude to fry^ isbil^ 
/ aor Bttpisauld/"' (With this witty observa- 
tion he eompleted bis first parallel,' arid 

' commenced a'zigxag after the manner^of 

* an experienced engineer, in order to •eonti* 
' nue hk approaches to thetable.) '^Sac^, sir, 

* the fas^ter myleddy cri^d '^Burgundy tahis 
:Orace<^the atfld'^Burgufldy-^the eboite 
•Bur^ndy-^— the Burgundy that cam cH*ter 

in the thirty-nine'***the mair did I-sij^^o 

myself de^it a drap gangs down hiii bauae 

^ ' wiiesi I was in^ir^enttblda^bid^priiMil^les; 



^f^nrtemtti, as- laufgas'l hae l^e^ttrritio' 

'^ibfrtter* m tbra' house 6^ Taliietud1em,<^ 

^ tUk'tt ttiK>ir me- to see that nariHsloya^ior 

t'^oalilfU^perscm is ithc hotter V'oui'bnims. 

^Sttt when'Iccair 'find « true frieikdio the 

^]niigaiid*hiS'cause;^tDda^iikKierate eptsoo- 

<^>]iaty ;- when- I^^find r ^tnan, as 1 say/'titat 

MNU'^suiid^by chuHehaiid crown as Idid 

- mysel in my master's fife; and alf through 

Hontrose's time, I think there is naetbmg 

in the cellar ower gude to be spared on 

him/' 

By this time he had completed a lodg* 
ment in the body of the place, or, in other 
. words, advanced his seat close to the 
teble. 

*' And now, Mr Francis Stuart of Both- 
well, I have the honour to drink your 
gude health, and a commission .t\e, and 
much luck may ye have in raking^^this 
country clear o' whigs and round^beads, 
.'fanatics and Covenanters." 

Both well, who^ it may well be believfdji 
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. bad long ceased to be very scropulout in 

. point of society, wbich be regulated more 

, j>y.bu: con venieofje and station iq life tban 

. bis apcestry, readily answered the butler's 

.; pledge, acknowledging, at tbe same time, 

. tbe ea^cell^Qce of the wine ; and Mr Gi|d- 

,yill, thus a,dop.teda. regular member of tbe 

J company, continued to furnish them with 

^e means of qiirth until an e^riy tiQnr in 

, tl^e next mqrningr 
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. . I>idIbdt(iyr^6Betoeiiib«rk.w2lh tiMec; . ^ 

A|id would forsake jhe skiff and make the shore . 
■' ■ ' When 'tKe winlds wbf9tleaWtnetemt>clt^ roar? 



V . . if 



4 



« DIThils .Lady Margaret liekl^ with the 
faigh-descended serjeant of . dragoonss the 
confelrclnce 'which we have detailed ia the 
preqeding. pa^es, her: graud-daugbter, par- 
taking in a) less degree: her ladyship's en- 
thusiasm for all who were descended of the 
-blood royals did not honour Serjeant Both« 
well with more attentioQ than a single 
glance, whieh'isbowedher a tall powerful 
persoiiy and a aet of hardy weather-beaten 
features, to .whidi pride; >aiHi>^dJi39ipation 
Jbad given an air where di^ccmtent mingled 
with the reckless gaiety of desj^r^^tipn* 



The olher soldiers offered still less to de« 
tach her consideration ; but from the pri- 
soner, muffled and disguised as he wi||^ 
she found it impossible to withdraw her 
eyes. Yet she bla»fdf herself for indul- 
ging a curiosity which seemed obviously 
to give pain tO'him>wha>wa« its.ol^ecL ^ 

** I wi$b/^ she said to Jenny Dennisom 
who wfu» the immediate attendant joq hf r 
person, ** I wish we knew who that poQr 
fellow is/* 

^ ^'Iwa^ just thinking s^e^iiyyafil^iJiAlss 
t^Editk; butiit cannaJ^eLCUiddieLHeadrjgg,, 
4»eoaus&he's latier and/ ncLsae- stout.? ... 
-\i^^v ¥^^/^eoiitinued'iMi$s;|feUQ^deDi *^i% 
^may hensome poor aei^ib^ur .for wlicuii^we 
msigh t4iftve -oause^ to^ in-terest owael yes*** 
"* • ' '^ I oaiv aune 4«!arni wfaa he is^af tho^Aod^ 
^rs<^w€re*4Hiesisettled and' at LeisiM-eyi ifor 
^I ' ken ^ne- o^ «bem .very cvaeeif-^the') JicM* 
4eoktiig^and^thd youngest o'lthem.'' . 
^-<.f«. XitbiiaWj^ilu- know'Oliii theLidlej young 
Allows aboutPtke' courntry/i! ^muwm^kfiK 



"^ Na/Hfiss^Editft, I fctni!ioisac*fTCc 6' my 
iacquaintance a« that ^To be- siirc, fdk 
'■dahni hdpkennhig thefblkH>y head*niark 
*that' they see aye glawrhig;aiTd' looking at 
^.lliem it- kirk and -market ; but I ken iew 
'lads to speak: to unless it^be them 6' the 
-fahiily,and the three Steitt8oii8f»' and Tam 
^IRand, arid- the young'miller, and^ the five 
Howisons in Nethersheils^ amd lang Tarm 

'Gif!y,anc{*' 

*' Pray -cut short a Hstof exceptions 
'^hich threatens' td be* d^ long-one; and tell 
iifie how your come to know this 'young sol- 
:-dier," said Miss Belienden. 

** Lord, Miss Editb, it's 'Tarn Halliday, 
-Trooper^Tam, as theyca' bimi'tbkt was 
^ourided by the HWUfolkat the conventicle 
•• ak €JuteMide?Muir; atfd Jay hereWHile he 
*'Wasiittd«rcure. Icanttsk him ony- thing, 
. arid' Tam will not refuse to answer ine/ Til 
be caution' foi^ him." 

"Try,theri,'» said Mtss Edith, "if you 
'<»tn find -an opportunity to ask him the 
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.same of bi« prisoner, and come to my room 
.and tell me what be says/' 
r . Jenny Dennison* proceeded on her.er- 
. rand, but soon returned with such a face 
., of surprise and dismay as evinced a deep 
. interest in the fate of the prisoner.* * 
^^ Wbat is the matter r" said Edith, ank- 

iously ; "does it prove to be Caddie, afttr 
. all, poor fpllow r** 

^^ Cuddie, Miss Edith ? Na i na ! it's nae 
.Cuddie," blubbered out .tlie faithful fitle- 
[ de^chambre, sensible of the. pain wliicbher 
.news were about to inflict on her youisg 

mistress. ^* O des^r, Miss Ediths it's young 

^ilnwood himsel !" 
. , ^v Young MilnwoodP! exclaimed Editfa^ 
.aghast in her turn; !^ it is impossible — to- 
« tally impossible !-^His uncle attends the 
.i^ergyman indulged by law, and has no 
• ^t^onnection whatever with the refractory 

people ; and he himself has never interfe- 
j rod in this unhappy dissention; he must 
r be totally innocent unless he has been 

standing up for some invaded right.^ 



- "O, my'dear Miss Edith/' said ber at- 

tendaut, *' these are not days to ask vvhat's 

right'or .what's WFa,ng; if lie virere as inoo- 

v'cent as uhe new-born iofanty they would 

;-^fi&d some way of making him guilty, if 

'they liked ;*:bat Tarn HalUday says it will 

:lou€h his life, for he has been resetting anie 

fiO" the Fife gentlemen that killed that auld 

carle of an Archbishop*^ .> 

% ** His life!" exclaimed Edith^ startiAg 
4'bastily up and, tpeaking with a^ hurried and 
rtriemulous accent;-^^^ j;)iey ositmo^-r^thiB^ 
^ shall not — I will. speak wttl^ him-^they 
^ahall not huffrbimr* - ' r* ' . 

^^ Of my dear yonng leddy, think on your 
^^aridmother; think on the danger and the 

• d-iffienlty/' ^dded Jenny ; " for he's kept 
^ under close confinement' till Claverhouse 
fcomes up in the mornings and, if he does 
\ na gi^e him fuil ^satisfaoiion, Tarn Halliday 

* aays there will be. brief wark wi' him-?- 
^ Kndel down-^mak ri^dy — present^-wfire^- 
sjust as> th^y did^ wi' auld deaf John Mac^* 
^ briar^ thttuie^erlieard a question they pat 
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"Jenny/* saadi the ,y<mi\g . Udy, *Mfhe 
:Ahoulddie5 I. wall diie>Mujth:]bini ;.thfm js 
.no time ta.taik of^dnuger or diffiw^ty«rnl 
iWiil put on Aiplw^^.md: fUp* dQjWn wwijih 
tyou to the place^rhere .jfeh^ ih^ye Jd^^ 
ibim-^1 MTiii. tbroDiriaiy^elC 9t: (be fe^t^^^ tbe 

oentmel, and entreat biroi:A9.he.ihM«^wl 

rto bcjtavcd" 

:.■ ** Eb.guide. lis !" inlerrupted ; the . m9\fij> 
vV^ our young Icddy at the feet .d* Tro^^r 
^Tanii and ipeakiog t» him about his^ $pi|,L 

when the puir chield hardly kens wh^.tbgr 
-;fae . hasviaQ^; pr jpto, iinleps th^t hcvwhiles 
cAircarii iby . il— ^hat will -peyer do ; M}i$ 
jSKhbt aiBttn:be ^laun b,e|{ and I'll Reve.i[td«r 
^sertiajtruedoTe cai>iM>-r'Aa- sae^ if ye maw 
£see young. ?MilnwQod»( though 1 ken :Q§« 
Yj;ude.it will <^whut -tP: n)ftke}<b9ii(^h.y9Mr 
-hearts :thei sairer, irllj.fe'en .tak:*beL riik 
- o^taad try^ jto; manage. Taoi lialriiday. ; . bttt 
-ye mauni let me :hae.0iy.Aiagatei:iand,;^o 

apeak j ae .wocd-irhe's. Jkecping: ftva^d, ;9!«r 



MslifW^ood^ ia^ the eastet round of thio. 
tower.** 

" Go, go, fetch mc a pUid,^ said Edith*. 
^' Let nit but see: hiro,: and I: will find 
tome remedy forrfais danger^-^Haste yep 
jMrny, as ever you hope- ta have good; ati 
niy. hands/* 

' ' Jebnf haisteaed^ aodisocm retornedi with^ 
a^plaird,• in which Edith imufflbd'hertelf so: 
as • cotnpletbly: t6 : sereeU' her face^ >andr. iitr 
{fait to 'dts|;uise her person;: This^ wai at 
ttrodfc df atrranging; the plaid v^ivf crioix 
inon: atmng the: ladies) ofotimt ceDtiiry;^ 
ted^tbc^ earlier part'Of<t1ie^8iicbeedi0g one$ 
HD ikiivck- io^ indcedy that i the v«i«erable 
ifli^«/'of tbe^ K»rkv* cbnii:eit«Dg' that the 
'lHtod(rcgai^e^temp«iiig>ft^ forimtri^oe^ 
idireoMl' ffford tteaWoiniiiietrofiAssettdUjr 
against this use of the amnliks; > Bud ian 
shion, as usuali proved too strong for au- 
tUbnty, and W^'iie plki^ qoliittnife^^o be 
worUi women of all ranks occasionally 
emfdcgMdi itiiiMnfaSf Aoaorti.o^(jbuffi^lor 
vei^ vJi«nrftod wttiigMerihus o«Mieab»d^ 
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*^, Gomeiy^my pretty' iumtm^ aod/kis) me 
fof my.wng,!' : \ ; 

** I should;. not! ha;ire tihoug^i.ofi l;|i4V 
Mr Hallidav,'' SLUSwered JfinmYfi ; ui^h mi 
look ao4'tQne'erK)HeMiog:jyifli>thfDiiecw^ 
sary degree orconteoopt ^ti Uie^ prioppfBl^y. 
^' and, Vx aasuf e ye; yls!lk bae (hutt liUl^- 
o* my^ company: uidess.ye: shew - gedtlcir/ 
havings — It wa^na/to: heacf tHfeit .sort q*; 
nonsense that brought me here wi' my 
friend, and ye shoiiia'Wihk shkirie 6^ your- 
sel, 'at should ye.*' 

^^ Umpjh! and. what sort of n^f ejMe 
did bring you here then, Mrs Dennison?** 

^^ My kinsMfonani haasome. partiaMlar 
busioc^ss, wiih your pi:jspMr, young. Mc. 
Harry. Morton, ; aiQ^ I,am ^cpine^ wi' beiitpr 
sgeak^ tilLhim**' ,, r . . 

" Tlie >ii^ir..yaufc,^jftj7> *»^W€rffd the. 
centinel ; ** and pray, Mrs Dennison, hoir 
do your kiiMiBomaiy-aiKl^ you' propose to 
get in?* Ybti arc rather too plump to 
whisk' thfbiigb a keyr.liolei and openiiig 
the doof is a thing not to be spoke of*^ 
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•^ It*8 no a tiling to be spok-eri o^ but a 
thing to be dune," replied the persevering 
damsel. 

^ " We'll see about «h^, my bonny Jen- 
hy;- and the ioldier teiwtned hid march, 
humitaittg, as^iie walked to atid fro'aloftg 
the gallerjs . 

*' Kedc mto lie ikaw-wellr ' 

Janet, Janet, 

Then yeUI see your bonny sell, 

MyjoeJaaet." 

• ■ ■ •. 

'* So ye're no thinking to let us in, 
Mr HaTlid^y ? Wed, weel— gtitle e'en to 
you— *ye h»e wen the last o tnej- arid o' 
this bontiy-dye too,*' said Jenny, libldiiig 
Jbetwccn bet finger and thumb a sihr^r 
dollar. 

'* Gire him gold, gitie him- gofld,'* whi«- 
pered the agitated young lady» 

^ Sitvet'B e'en ower gude ^br tTie like 6* 
brm, that disoa cate for the blink o' a 
Ironny lassie*^ -e^c— and whalTa waur, he 

vox. II. . I. 
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vad think (here was something nrair tn't 
than a kinswoman o' mine. My sarty^J 
siller's no sae plenty wi*" us^ let alane 
*go^d.-' Having addressed this advice 
aside to her mistress^ she raised her voiclb^ 

^and said, '^ My cousin winna stay ony 
langer, Mr Halliday ; sae, if ye please^ ffikde 
een fye." 

^' Halt a btt^ halt a bit/' said the troop* 
er; ^' rein up and parley, Jenny. If list 
your kinswoman in to speak to my pri- 
sbner, you must stay here and keep me 
company till she come out again, and then 

f we'll all be well pleased you know.'' ? 
'* The fiend be in my feet then," said 

^ Jenny ; ^^ d'ye think my kinswoman and 

-me are gaun to lose our gude name* wi' 
cracking ciavers wi' the like o' yoa pr 

, your prisoner either, without somebody by 
to see fair play ? Hegh, hegh, sirs, to see 

<sic a difference between folk*s promises 
and performance ! Ye were aye wiUrng 

. to slight pair Cuddie ; but an' I had asked 
him to oblige me in a thing, though it 
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had been to cost his hanging, he wadna 
lute stude twice about it. *' 
^ " D*— n Cuddie," retorted the dragoon, 
^^ he*ll be banged m good earnest, I hope. 
I saw him to-day at Milnwood with his 
x>ld puritanical b ■ > of a mother, and if I 
liad thought I was to have had him cast in 
my dish, I would have brought hini up at 
my horse's tail-«*we had law enough to 
bear us outt" 

, ( «* Very weel, very weeir^See if Cuddie 
>9inna hae a lang shot at you ane o* thae 
days^ if ye gaur him tak the muir wi* sae 
mony honest folkt He can hit a mark 
brawly ; he was third at the popinjay ; 
and he's as true of his promise fis of e'e 
•and band, though he disna.mak sic a 
phrase about it as some acquaintance o' 
yours-*Bttt it's af ane tome-— Come, cousin^ 
we'll awaV* . 

^' Stay, Jenny ; d— n me, if I hang fire 
more than another; when I have said a 
thing," said the soldier in a. hesitating 
tone. ^^ Where is the serjeant ?'' 
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^' Drinking and drivifig ower," qiiothJFcit- 
ny, '' wi' the steward aad Jobn GudyUL*' 

" So,, so— baft's 4afe enough*'— aad where 
are mjr conradeft ?" saiid the ceitincl'. 

'' Birlitig the bnvfvi bowl wi' the fowUr 
ai»d the falconisr^ and #oaie o' th« Mf viiig 

foiiu'' • ' ;;, 

'' Have they i^aty bf ak r* 

f\Sax gaHons, aa gude as e'er was aiadfi* 

cd," said the maid. /; 

** Wel^ lhe», ray prejtty Jeii»y/' said the 
relenting ccsatind, ''^they are:^4i ttU tbe 
hour of relie¥inrg..giiard, and perhaps aomd- 
thi0g lat^r ; and so* if you will prom^i^e to 
coni« alone the aext time" 

^\ Maybe I will^ a»d maj^be I winoa^-' 
said Jenny ; /^ but if ye get ithe doUajt, y e'll 
like that just as week" 

« I'll be d-^'d if I do/* said HaUiday, 
taking the money however ; " bui it's a^ 
ways somethiag fior my risk ; for, ifCla- 
verhouse hears what l have done, he witi 
build me a horse as high as the Tow^ of 
Tillietudlem. But every one in the.fcgt- 
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merit takes what they can come by ; I am 
w re Doth well and his bkwd- royal shews 
us a good example. And if I were trusting 
to you, you little jilting devil, I should 
lose both pains and powder ; whereas this 
fellow,** looking at the piece, " will be 
good as far as he goes.- So, come, there 
is the door open for yon ; do not stay 
groaning and praying with the young 
whig now, but be ready, when I call at 
tne door, to start, w if they \rcre sounding 
^ Horse and away/ ** 

So speaking, Halliday unlocked the door 
of the closet, admitted Jenny and her pre- 
tended kinswoman, locked it behind them, 
and hastily reassumed the iudiflPerent mea- 
sured step and time-killing whistle of a 
centinel upon his regular duty. 

The door, which slowly opened, disco- 
vered Morton with both arms reclined 
upon a table, and his head resting upon 
them in a posture of deep dejection. He 
raised his face as the door opened, and, 
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perceiving the female figures which it ad* 
initted, started up in great surprise. Edith, 
as if modesty had quelled the courage 
which despair had bestowed, stood albout 
a (yard from the door without having^- 
ther the power to speak or to advauce. 
Ali the plans of aid, relief, or comfort, 
which she had proposed to lay before her 
lover, seemed at once to have vanifthi'd 
from her recollection, and left only a p^ii^ 
ful chaos of ideas, with which was mingled 
la fear that she bad degraded hersiclf in the 
eyes of her love* by a step which might 
appear 'precipitate and unfeminine. She 
hung motionless and almost powerless 
upon the arm of her attendant, who in 
vain endeavoured to reassure and inspire 
her with cpurage, by whispering, " We 
are in. now; madam, and we maun mak the 
best o^ our time ; for, doubtless, the cor? 
pbral or the serjeant will gang the rounds, 
and it wad be a pity to hae the poor lad 
Halliday punished for his civility,^ 
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Morton, in the mean time, w^a timidly 
advancing, suspecting the tiuth ;« for .what 
other female in the Ijiouse, excepting Edith 
hers^l^ was likely to take an interest i^ his 
mistfortiine&? and yet afraid, owing to the 
doubtful twilight and the muffled , dress, 
of making some mistake, which. might he; 
pj^ejiidicial tp the object. of his affec^ions.^ 
iUunyf whose, ready wit andfo^yardman^ 
Ders well qualified her for wQh 4n o^qe^ 
battened to break the. ice;. . . 
^- *VJMi* JMoitWi JMiss Edith's very.sojrry- 

ijm 3fpur present.stf uatipn, and *' 

;v4t was needless to.say mpr? ; \ke wt^s at 
her sidcr almost^ at her feet, pressing her 
unresisting hands, and loading her with a 
>profii8iQn of (hanks ;9JDd. gratitude which 
would be hardly int^Uigible from the mere 
broken, words, .unless we cpul4 describe 
the tone, the gesture, the ip[ipa6sipned 
and hurried inditpations of d^ep an^ tu- 
multuous feeUug with wh}0i:th)$y \vere 
accompanied, . .,,, , , . ^ . 

For two or three minutes^ Edith stood 
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^ tnoftiDaless ^s the statue <^ a aamt wl|ich 
js^rrvw Uie «idoratioa of a worabipper;; 
at>d when the recoTered herself ftu0iciQiiV> 
yy to withdraw her hands from Hteoryli} 
grasp, she could at first only . faintly anrUn 
cttlate^ ^* \ have taken a strange step,- Mfi 
Moftou**«*a step/' she continued withmomir 
odlicrMcei as her ideas arrangied theno^^ 
stWes in e^^sequenoe of a strong effbrt^i 
*^tlMt% p^haps may expdse me to ceasntv: 
jn your eyes---Biit I h^ve long pennitted 
yiDiJr <o ue the language of frkndsfaip^*-*- 
perhaps i might say more«-^too long to^ 
leai^e yott when t}>e wo^r Id seems to have 
left ybtf. How, or whyy is this impnioii* 
n^ent r what can be d<me } can my uncle,* 
who thinks so highly of you— can your 
oi^'n kinsman, Milnwood, be of no use ? 
are there no means ? and what is likely to 
be the event ?•• 

** Be what it will,** answered Heniry, 
eontriviHg t6 make himself master of the 
hand that had escaped from him, but 
whi^ih was new again abandoned t0 his 



cfosfiy *^' be what it will, it is to me from 
this moment the most welcome incident 
of a weary Hfe. To you, dearest Edith-^ 
fbrgive me, I should have ^aid Miss Beb- 
lienden, but misfortune claims stratige pri- 
vileges — to you I have owed the few ha|>- 
py moments which have gilded a gloomy 
existence ; and if I am now to lay it down, 
the recollection of this honour will be my 
happiness in the last hour of suffering^"^ 

^* But is it even thus^ Mr Mof ton r Have 
you, who used to mix so little in these 
unhappy feuds, becoipe so suddenly and 
deeply implicated, that nothing short of*-— 

She paused, unable to bring out the 
word which slK)Uld have come next. 

•* Nothing short of my life you would 
say ?" replied Morton,- in a calm, but m^ 
lanoholy tone; ♦' 1 believe that wilt be 
entirely in the bosoms of my judges,* My 
guards spoke of a potsibili ty of exchanging 
the penalty for entry into foreign sl^rvice. 
I thought I could have embraced* 4:he al- 
ternative; and yet^ Miss 'BeHenden, since 

l3 



250 TALES OF HY LAK0LORD. 

I'have seen you once more, I feel that exile 
would be more galling than death/' 
' '^ And is it then true.^'said Edith, '' that 
you ' have been so desperately rash as to 
entertain communication with any of those' 
cruel wretches who assassinated the pri** 
mate ?" 

** I knew not even that such a crime 
had been committed/' replied Morton, 
^' ^faen I gave iinhippily a night's lodg-' 
ing and concMlrfient to one of those rash 
xnenV th^ ancient friend and comrade of 
my father. But my ignorance will avail 
me little ; for who, Miss Bellenden, save 
you, will believe it i And, what is worse, 
I am at least uncertain whether, even if I 
hlad known the crime, I could have brought 
my mind, under alt the circumstances, to 
•refuse a temporary rehige to the fugi* 
tive." 

** And by whom," said Edith, anxiously, 
" or under what authority, will the inves- 
tigation of your conduct take place r" 
^ *' Under thut of Colonel Grahamc of Cla- 
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verhousci.! am given to understand; '^ said- 
Morton ; *^ one of the military commissiont^ 
to ^wbom. it has pleased our king, our pri- 
vy cpunciU an4 our parliament that^used 
1;q be;more tenjacio\i6 of our liberties, to 
CQmoiit the solp charge of our goods and 
of our lives." 

» ",To ClarYerhouse r" said Edith, faintly; 
'i.merciful Heavenly pu are lost ^e you. are. 
tr|(sd! He wrote to my grand^ mother tba(hq. 
was tp be here to-morrow morning, pn his 
road to the head of the county, where some 
desperate i^eu are said to have assembled 
for the purpose of making a.stand, anima- 
ted by the presence of two or three of the 
actors in the primate's murder* . His ex« 
pressipns made me shudde^i even when I 

coMJd n<kt guess that— that— ra/nepd" • 

^' Do not be too much.alacQied on my 
account, my dearest Edith," said Henry, as 
he supported her in his arms ;; -^ Qaver* 
house, though ster^ and reientl^ess^ i9» by 
all accounts, brave, fair* and honourable. 
I am a soldier's son^ and .wiU,|)lcfaci my 
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cause like !a Boldier. He wiil peihaps list« 
en more favourably to a blunt and unvar- 
nithed defence than a tricking and time- 
ierving judge might do. And, indeed, in 
a lime vfhm justice is, in all its brancfaeaj 
$0 €^m{>letely corrupted, I would rather 
lose my life by open military violence, than 
h't conjured eut of it by the hocus-pocus 
of «Omc arbitrary lavyer, who lends the 
knowledge he has of the statutes made for 
ttkt protection, to wrest them to otir dc« 
Mractfonv* 

*' You are lost— you are lost, if you arc 
to plead your cause with Claverhouse T* 
sighed Edith ; " root and branch-work 
was the mildest pf his expressions. The 
unhappy primate was his intimate friend 
and early patron. * No excuse, no subtcr-^ 
fuge,* said his letter, * shall save either 
those connected with the deed, or such as 
have given them countenance and shelter, 
&om tli€ ample and bitter penalty of the 
law, untii I shall have taken as many lives 
m vengeance of this atrocious murder, as 



the old ttiEQ had grey hairs «f)(m his veUe- 
vsiMe heatd.' There is nertber ruth nor ft« 
iPMr to be fomid with him/* 

Jenny Dennison, whd Ivad hitherto 1*6 
ffiahi^ silent^ nave ventured, in the exti'e- 
Mity of distress, whieh ,the lovers felt^btft 
for which they were unable to devise a re^ 
medy, to offer her own advice* 
> " Wi' your leddyship's pardon, Mis» 
£dith, and yonng Mr Mils wood^s, w# 
maunna waste time. Let Mihawood take 
my plaid and gown ; 171 slip them afFin the 
dark cort\er, if he'll promise no ta look 
about^ and he may walk pastT4imH<*Hidayy 
who^k half blind with his ale, and I caa 
tell him a canny way to get out o' the 
Tower, and your leddyahip will gang qnibt* 
ly to your ain room, and 1*11 row mysel in 
his grey cloak, and pit on his hat, and play 
the prisoner till the coast's dear, and thett 
ni cry in Tam Halliday and gar him let 
me out*** 

" Let you ovktf" said Morton ; *' they'H 
make your K£r answer it.** 
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' ''Ne'er a biC replied Jenny; " Tan» 
daurna tell he let ony body in^ for bis aiik 
sake ; and FU gar bim find borne other gate 
to account for the escape*''^ ^ jt 

. " Will you, by G—^P^'said the centifieli 
suddenly opening the door of the apartj* 
meat ; ^' if I am half blind) I am not:def^ii 
and you should jnot plan »n escape ;quH@^^ 
loud; if you expect to go thrqugh with it; 
Come^ con^e^.Mrs Janets— march, troop— - 
quick time-^trotid-— n me !-— «And you, m% 
dam kinswomani-"^] won't ask your roi^ 
Bame^ though you were goiiig to pky me 

so rascally a::trick,T-but I must mak^.a 
f^lear garrison; so beat a retreat, unless 
you would have me turn out the guard.*' 
** I hope," said Morton, very anxiously^ 
f'you will not ;mention this circ^lustance| 
my good friend, and (rust to giy honour^ to 
ackiiowledge your civility in keeping the 
secret,. If you overheard pur cpuversatioQj 
you must have observed that we did n^ot 
accept of, or enter into, the hasty proposal 
made by this goQdrnatiired girU^ . , -i 

7 
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** Oh, devilish good-natured, tabesure,^ 
said Halliday. '* As for the rest, I guess 
how it IS, and I scorn to bear malice, or 
tell tales, as much as another; but no 
tbanks to that little jilting devil, Jenny 
Dennison, who deserves a tight skeiping 
for trying to lead an honest lad into a 
tcrape, just because he was so silly as to 
like her gQod-for-little -chit face.** ^ 

*- Jenny had no better m^ans of justifica- 
tion thin the last apology to whicb her 
sex trust, and usually not in vain ; she 
j>ressed her handkerchief to her face, sobr 
b^d with great vehemence, and either 
"W^pt, or managed^ as Halliday might have 
said, to go through the motions wonder** 
Jy well. 

" And now/* eontinued the soldier, 
sotnewhat mollified, ** if you have atny 
thing to say, say it in two minutes, and let 
me see your backs turned ; for if Bothwell 
take it into his drunken head^ to make the 
rounds half an hour too soon, it will be a 
black busineiis to* ttftalU^':i ' .. ' 
*• Farewell, Edith/* whispered Morton, 
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assaming a firtnaen be was far from pd»* 
aeaaiDgj *^ do not remain here — ieave me 
to my fate — it cannot be beyond endu- 
ranee since you are interested in it. — Good 
nighty. good night !— Do not remain herai 
till you are discovered,** 

Thus saying, he resigned her to her at* 
tendanti by whom she was partly led and 
partly supported out of the apartment. 

^* Every one has his taste, to be sure,** 
said Hatliday ; ^ but d--n me if I would 
have vexed so sweet a girl as that is, for all 
the whigs that ever swore the Covenant.' 
. When Edith had regained her apart** 
aoent, she gave way to a burU of grief 
which alarmed Jenny Dennison, who has* 
tened to administer such scraps of conso* 
lation as occurred to her. 

^' Dinna vex yoursel sae muckle^ Miss 
Edith/'.said that faithful attendant ; *^ wha 
kens what may happen to help young 
Milnwood ^ He's a brave lad^ and a bonnj^ 
and a gentleman of a good fortune^ and 
they winna string the like o' him up as they 
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do tht jpuir whigfaodtes thai tbejr eatcliia 
the iTiuirs, like straps o' onions ; maybe hia 
uncle will bring brm aff, or maybe yourain 
grandtmcle will speak a gude word for hiitt 
—file's weet acquent wi' a* the red-coat 
gentiemeiu*' 

** You arc right, Jenny I yoii arc tight/ 
said £dithy recovering herself from the 
stupor into which she had sunk ; '* this ia: 
no time for despair, but for exertion. You 
imi^t find same one to ride this very night 
to my uncle's with a letter.*' 

^^ To Charnwood, madam ? ItV unco 
late, and it's sax miies an' a bittock donn 
the water ; I doubt if we can find man and 
horse the night, mair especially as they hae 
mounted a centinel before the gate. Puir 
Cuddie I Ws gane, puir fallow, that wad 
hae dune aught in the warld 1 bade him,^ 
and ne'er asked a reason— an' Tve had nae 
time to draw up wi' the new pleugli-lad 
y« ; forby that, they say he's gaun to be 
nuirried.to Meg Murdiesoa, tll-fa'ard cuttie 
as she is.*' 
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'^ You must &nd some one to go, Jenqy ; 
life and death depend upon it" 

** I wad gtng myseli my leddy, for I cbuM 
creep out at the window o' the pantry, and 
speel down by the auld yew-tree weel 
eneugh — I hae played that trick erenow; 
But the road's unca wild, and saemony red^ 
coats abouti forby the wfaigs^^ that areina* 
muckle better (the young lads o' them,) A$ 
they meet a fraim body, their lane ia the* 
muii^ I^ Avadna stand for the walk^-irl 
can walk ten miles by mooittight we%V 
eaeugh.** 

" Is there no one you can think of,ithat,' 
for money or favour, would serve me &o 
far?" said Edith, in great anxiety. . v^ 
r " I dinna ken," said J,enny, after a mm 
ment's consideration, *\ unless it be Guse 
Gibbie.; and he'll maybe no ken the way, 
though it's no sae difficult to hit, if he keep, 
the horscrroad, and mind the turn at the 
Cappercleuch, and dinna drown himsel ia 
W.homlekirn-puie, or fa' ower the scaur at 
the Dei'l's Loaning, or missonyo' the kittk*. 
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fltapa at the Pass o' Walkwary, or be car- 
ried to the bills by the whigs, or be ta'en 
to the tolbooth by the red-coats/' 

** All ventures must be run/' said Ediths 
cutting short the list of chances against 
Goose Gibbie's safe arrival at the end of 
his pilgrimage ; ** all risks must be run^ 
unless you can find a better messenger.-— 
Go, bid the boy get ready, and get htm out 
of the Tower as secretly as you can. If be 
ineets any one, let him say be is carrying a 
letter ta Major Bellenden of Cbamwoodi 
but without mentioning any names.^ 

:'' I understand, madam," said Jenny 
Dennison ; *^ I warrant the callant will do 
weel aneugh, and Tib the hen-wiie will 
tak care o' the geese for a word a* my 
mouth ; and HI tell Gibbie your leddyahip 
will mak his peace wi' Lady • Margaret, 
^nd will gi'e him a dollar." 

^* Two, if be does his errand well/* saici 
Edith. 

Jenny departed to rouse Goose GiUiie 
fut of his slumberst.to which he was usu^ 
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ally consf^ed at «oii-dawn, or shbrriy af- 
ter, he keeping the hours of the birds un» 
der his cliarge. During her absence, 
Edith took her writing materials, and pre- 
pared against bet return the (bltowing let^ 

^ ' • mm 

ter, superscribed, For the hands of Major 
Be}len<)en of Charnwood, ttiy much 1k>- 
mnired uncle. These : 
-- " My dear Uncle — This will serro tb 
itiform yod I am desirous to know ho ir 
your gout is, as we did not afee you at the 
wappia-scbaw, which made both my graniJ- 
mother and myself very unea83% And i f it 
#iU permityou to travel, we will be happy 
to see you at our poor house to-morrow at 
the hour of breakfast, as Colonel Grahame 
df Claverhouse rs to pass this way on his 
tnarch, and we would willingly have your 
assistance to receive and entertain a mili- 
tary man of such distinction, who, proba- 
bly,- will not be much delighted with the 
company of women. Also, my dear uncle, 
I pray you to let Mrs Carfoot, your house- 
keeper, send mc my double-trimmed pa- 



duasojr with tfatsi htsgipg bieeves* which 
she will find in the third drawer of the 
walnut press in the gceea roooiy which 
you are so ktad as to call mine. Also^ my 
dear uncle^ I pray you to send me the 
second volnnife of the Grand Cyrus^ as I 
bay^ only read as fizur as the imprifiomment 
of Philidaspes upon the scvea hundredth 
and thirty- third page; but» above ali^ lea- 
treat you to^cora« to us to-morrow before 
eigbt of the clocks whiclr» as your pacing 
Bag isi so good» you may well dp without 
risiag before your usuai hc^r. So, praying 
to Grod to preserve your healthy I jest 
your dutiful and loving niece, ! 

^ JPo&tscriptum. A party of soldiers hai^ 
last aight brought your friendt young Mr 
lienry Morton of Miinwood, hirther as. a 
pfifltoner. I conclude you wiU be sorry fiur 
the yout\g gesttlemau, and, therefore, let 
you kiiow tbisi incase you ;may think of 
apeaking to C^loitiel Grahapie sn his be- 
hiilL I bavie sot meiitiomd faisj&aro^ t* 
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my grandmother, knowing her prejudioe 
against the family/' t 

This epistle being duly sealed and de- 
livered to Jenny, that faithful confidttote 
hastened to put the same in the charge •£ 
'Goose Gibbie, whom she found in readi- 
. ness to start froni the castle. She then ga;vte 
him various instructions touching the road 
-which shis ap|>rehended he was likely -to 
mistake, not haVing travelled it abovi&fite 
,or six times^ aod possessing only the same 
slender proportion of memory as of judg* 
,ment« Lastly^ she smuggled him out of 
the garrison through the pantry window 
into the branchy yew-tree which grew 
.close beside it, and had the satisfaction to 
see him reach the bottom in safety^ and 
take the right turn at the commencement 
of his journey. She then returned to per- 
suade her young mistress to go to bed, 
and to lull her to rest, if possible, with as- 
surances of Gibbie's success in his emr 
4iassy, only qualified by a passing regret 
that the trusty Cuddiei with whom the 



•ommission might have been more safely 
reposed, was no longer within reach of 
i&erving her« 

More fortunate as a messenger than as 
a cavalier, it was Gibbie's good hap, rather 
than his good management, which, after 
be had gone astray not oftener than nine 
times^ and given his garments a taste of 
ifae variation of each bog, brook, and 
alough, between Tillietudlem and Charn- 
4wood, placed him about da> -break before 
the gate of Major Bellenden's mansion, 
having completed a walk of ten miles-(for 
the bittock, as usual, amounted to four) 
in little more than the same number of 
» hours. 



/ w 
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•• •• '■•' CHAPTER XL*' -- ■ >^^ 

, Diawa up in our coyriy where the captain cdes. Stand. 



^^fAjOtt "BEtL^jJDEN's aritrteht Ttflel, 
Gideon Pike, as'hc adjtrstetf his rfmsttt^s 
clbthfes by his bed'^'s^de, prtJp'aritory to the 
worthy xreteran*s toilet, acqtarnted him, is 
an apology for disturbing him an hoiir 
earlier than his usual time of rising, that 
there was an express from Tillietudlem. 

'« From Tillietudlem ?'' said the old gfen- 
tleman, rising hastily in his bed, and fit- 
ting bolt upright, — •* Open the shutters, 
Pike — I hope my sister- in-law is well- 
furl up the bed-curtain. — ^What have we all 
here ?" (glancing at Edith's note.) ** The 

gout ?— why, she knows 1 have not had a 

5 



£t since Candlemas. — ^The wappin-schaw ? 
I told ber a month since. I was not to be 
there .^—iPaduasoy aiad haaging sleeves ? 
why, hang the gipsey herself !>---Grand 
Cyrus and Philipdastus^— Philip Devii<*— is 
the wench gone crazy all at once ? was it 
worth while to send an express and wake 
me at five in the morning for all this trash ? 
«^Bat what says her postscriptum r Mercy 
on us !'" he exclaimed on perusing iti— ' 
^^ Pike, saddle old Kilsy the. instantly, and 
another horse for yourself.'* 

'* I hope nae ill news frae the Tower, 
sir V^ said Pike, astonished at bis master's 
Sudden emotion. 

» « Yes-^^no-— yes'-^that is, J, must meet 
Claverhouse there on some express busi* 
Siess ; so boot and saddle. Pike, as fast as 
you can.«-^0, Lord ! what times are these ! 
—the poor lad*—my old cronie^s son !— and 
the silly wench sticks it into her post- 
.i&criptum, as she calls it, at the tail of all 
. this trumpery about old gowns and nevi^ 
romances I" 

VOL, !!• M 
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In a few minutes the good t)W officer 
' was fully equipped ; and, having mounted 
upon his arm-gaunt charger as s6l)erly'iis 
Mark Antony himself could have *done, 
he paced forth his way to the Tower *of 
Tillietudlem. 

On the road he formed the prudent -rt- 
solution to say nothing to the old lad^, 
(whose dislike to presbyterians of all kihAs 
he knew to be inveterate,) of the quality 
and rank of the prisoner detained within 
her walls, but to try his own influeifde 
with Claverhouse to obtain Morton's li- 
beration. 

** Being so loyal as he is, he must do 
something for so old a cavalier as I am,*' , 
thought the veteran to himself, ** and if 
he is so good a soldier as the world speaks 
of, why, he will be glad to serve an old 
soldier's son. I never knew a real soldier 
that was not a frank-hearted, honest fel- 
low ; and I think the execution of the 
Jaws (though it's a pity they find it ne- 
cessary to make them so severe) may be 



.^ l^ousatid tiniea better entrusted with 
them, than with peddling lawyer)^ and 
3 jtlyclcrikutled country gentletnen^" 

3uQh were the ruminations of Major 

Miles Bellenden, which were terminated by 

John Gudy ill (not more tjaan half-drupk) 

. faking hold of his bridge, and assisting hiAi 

. |9 idisfnpunt in the rough paved court of 

v^il^^tudlem. 

;** Why, John/' said the veteran, *^ what 
^idevil of a discipline is this you have been 
-J(j;.eieping ? You have been reading Geneva 
print this morning already." 

** I have been reading the Litany," said 

.John, ^shaking his head with a look of 

drunken gravity, and having only caught 

|(Hie word of the Major's address to him^; 

;" jife is short, sir ; we are flowers of the 

,6#ld^ sir,— hiccup— -and liliesof the valley," 

: V flowers and lilies r why, man, such 

carles as thou and I can hardly be called 

^fNtter than old hemlocks, decayed nettles, 

or withered rag*weed ; but I suppose you 

$))ink that we ace stiil worth watering/- 
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^ lam ait old itoldier/ sir^ I tbank Hdh 
^en**— hiccup-* 

^* Ail dldiskifikeri yoa mcan^ JohnV fidt 
come» ne^er miikl, shew ne th^ wa^^to 
your mistressi dd lad.'* '*'^' 

John GudyrH led the way to the spihh 
ktallV whefe Lady Margaret was fidge(t(SI% 
abouty ^uperinttBding^ arranging; alidi^ 
forming the preparations made for the 'i^ 
ception of the celebrated Claverbousey 
Hvhom one party bonorinred 'and extolled ii 
a^4)ero> and another execrated as a blbttii- 
thirsty oppressor. S 

' «* Did I not teli you/' said Lady Maf- 
garet to her principal female attendant*^ 
** did I not tell you, Mysie, that it was my 
especial pleasure on this occasion to haVe 
every thing in the precise order wherein 
It Ifiras upon that famous morning when 
his most sacred majesty partook of his dis- 
juneatTillietudlem?" 

" Doubtless^ such were your kddyahip^s 
'cotnroatids^ and to the best of my remeih- 
brance"— -^was Mysie answering, when ^ 



hisr ladyship broke in wi|h^ ** Then3vi>«re- 

fore is the venison pasty place4 on ,the 

l^ft side of the throne, and tbft sto^up of 

^aret upon the iright, wben ye may right 

weel remember^ Mysie^ that bis most sa- 

<|f(ed majesty withhis ain hand.shifted the 

a^tjr.to the same side with the ilagoq, 

JMid said. they were too good fri«nd^.tp bo 

-parted?? •.• • \ '.'. r ,;::.'.. -, 

.;;.^M^ mind that weel» ma4am/^ s«id My* 

j^6|/'and if I had forgo tj^ I have b^ard 

jtcmr leddyship often speak abo^t j^jtt 

grand morning sin' syne;.'faut/J^ th^^gH^ 

every thing was to be placed ju^t a|it was 

wheil hismajesty, Gpd bless him> oame Mi* 

.pf tbis room, loolcing mair like an aggel 

^ijf^ a man^ if he hadna been sae jbl^kr-ft* 



9> 



> ^' Then ye thought nonsense, Mysie y 
for in whatever way his most sacred ^^lajes- 
ty ordered the position of the. trenchers, 
and. flagons, that, as weel as bil^oyal plea* 
iure .in greater matters, shouki be a: law^^ 
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to his subjects, and shall ever be to those 
of the house of Tillietudlem.'* 

*^ Weel, madam,^ said Mysie, makiu^' 
the alteration required, ^' it's easy merid- 
ing the error; but if every thing is jii^ 
to be as his majesty left it, there should be 
an uuco hole in the veniison pasty Z*^ '*" 

At this moment the door opened. ;*' 

'' Who is that, John Gudyill ?" exclaim^' 
ed the old lady. " I can speak to no bire^' 
just now. — Is it you, my dear brathef ?* 
she continued, in some surprise, as the Ma» 
jor entered; ** this is a right early visiti*^*^* 

" Not more early than welcome, I hope/'* 
replied Major BellendeU; as he saluted the 
widow of his deceased brother; '* but I 
heard by a note which Edith sent to Charn- 
wood about some of her equipage and 
books, that you were to have Claver'se 
here this morning, so I thought, like an 
old firelock as I am, that I should like to 
have a chat with this rising soldier. I cau- 
sed Pike saddle Kilsythe, and here w^^ 
both are.'' 



" And mo&t kindly welcome you are," 
said the old lady ; ** it is just what I should 
have prayed, if I had thought there was 
time. You see I am busy in preparation. 
All is to be in the same order as when"— — 

^« The king breakfasted atTillietudlem," 
said the Major, who, like all Lady Marga? 
ret's friends, dreaded the commencement 
of that narrative, and was desirous to cut 
it abort,---" I remember it well ; you know 
I was waiting on his majesty." 

" You were, brother,'* said Lady Marga- 
ret ; ^^ and perhaps you can help me to rer- 
member the order of the entertainment." 
Nay, good soothe" said the Major, 

the damnable dinner that Noll gave us 
at Worcester a few days afterwards, drove 
all your good cheer out of my memory* — 
But how's this? — you have even the great 
Turkey- leather elbow-chair, with the ta- 
pestry cushions, placed in state/'. 

^* The throne, brother, if you please," 
said Lady Margaret, gravely* 
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*** WeH» the thtme be il, then,** c<teti- 
nued tbci Major. *^ In tlintto be Claver'seH 
post in the attack upon the paaty ?^ ' '««i 

"No, brother,** said the lady ; " ak theM^ 
ciusliions ba'^e been once honoured hy^'Mi 
commodating the person of our most M^; 
cred Monarchi they shall never» - plMsii' 
Heaveri, duringniy life«^time, beprj^s^by 
any letfi dignified iveijght*'* >'•' 

^* You'shoutd not put them in tlte*\vfiy^ 
then, of an honest old cayalttr/ who hail 
ridden ten miles before bre^ikfast; fbr; t6 
confets the truth, they look tery inviting^ 
But where is Edith?*? 

•* On the battlements of the warder's 
turret,** answered the old lady, " looking^ 
out for the approach of our gue^ts.^ 

"Why, 1*11 go there too ; and so should 
you, I^dy Margaret, as soon as you have 
your line of battle properly formed in the 
hall here, (t's a pretty things I can tell 
you, to. see 9 regiment of. horse upon the 
march:*^ 



/ 



Thus speaking,, he offered his arm with 
911, air of old-fashioned gallantry^ ^ which . 
Lady Margaret acceptecL^ith suoh a curr 
tBiQ!! of acknowledgment as ladies wer^ 
want to make in Uolyrood-house before the 
year 1648, which, for one while, drove botbf 
oourtesies and courts out of fashion. 
V JJpfin the bartizan of the turret, to which 
tiiey ascended by iqaoy a winding passr 
agt and uncouth staircase,, , they foundf 
]S!4itb, not in the attitude of a young laciy, 
^ho watches with fluttering.quriqsity tb^. 
approach of a ^art^r^ioient of |dragQQnS|» 
but pale, downcast, and evin^ingi . b^ hef 
countenance, that sleep bad . not, in the 
l^iceceding night, been the companion of 
her pillow* Jhe good old veteran^ ws^hu^t 
a|;.,her appearancca which, in the hurry of 
|Urepa^at;oB, her girandmotherhad omitted 
tp< notice^ 

" What is come oyer yqu,r you silly girl ? 

he sai^l ; " whyi^-ypnjoojk jikciv^ officer's 

wife when she opens the ^ews-letter after 
an .action, and expects to find her husband < 



/"' 



among the kilted and wounded; Btti' I 
know the reason-^you will persist in raait^ 
iT>g these nonsensical romances, dajr aild^ 
iltighty and whimpering for distresses thit 
never existed. Why, how the devil cun 
you believe that Artatnines, or what d'ye 
call him, fought single-handed witb^i^ 
whole battalion ? One to three is at great 
odds as ever fought and won, and I nei^f 
knew any body tliat cared to take that i^ir 
cept old Corporal Raddlebanes. But the^ 
A — d books put all pretty men's actions oiit 
of countenance. Idare say you woiild think 
very littleof Raddlebanes, if he were alonj|- 
side of Artamines. — 1 would have the fel-- 
lorws that write such nonsense brought to 
the picquet for leasing-making." 

Lady Margaret, herself somewhat at* 
tached to the perusal of romances, took 
up the cudgels. 

^* Monsieur Scuderi," she said, "is a sol- 
dier, brother, and, as I have heard, a com- 
plete one, and so is the Sieur D'Urfe.** 

'* More shame for them ; they sbouM 
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have known better what they were writing 
about For my part, I have not read a 
book these twenty years except my Bible, 
The Whole Duty of Man, and^ of late days, . 

• 

Turner's Pallas Armata, or Treatise on the 
Ordering of the Pike Exercise, and I don't 
like his discipline much neither. He wants 
to draw up the cavalry in front of a stand 
of pikes, instead of being upon .the wings. 
Sure am I, if we had done so at Kilsythe, 
instead of having our handful of horse on 
the flanks, the first discharge would have 
sent them back among our Highlanders. — 
fiut I hear the kettle-drums." 

All heads were nowi^ent from the baltle- 
meuts of the turret, which commanded a 
distant prospect down the vale of the river. 
The Tower of Tillietudien> s^tood, or per- 
haps yet stands, upon the angle of a very 
precipitous bank, formed by the junction 
of a considerable brook with the Clyde. 
There was a narrow bridge of one sleep 
arch, across the brook near its mouth, over 
which, and along the foot of the high and 



Jb 
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bibkenbank) winded the publto rM.d>^ 
a<li- lift fortalice, thna comBmiding bothr; 
bHl)jg8 aad pass^ hadbe«n, m times o(>ma^<r>: 
a'l^st^of Gomidentble hnpbrtanee^tfae po»fr: 
TCSsion of wbich was necessaiy' to secimsl^^ 
the comroo&icatioiY of theriipper and wtld^'> 
er distriets of the country with' thosebM^ 
neathf where the valiey expands, andi'ito^ 
niore capable of cultivation^; The view^t. 
downwards is of ^ a grand woodland Gfeai^'T 
racter; but the level Iground'^and gentle-, 
slopes near the river form cultivated fieldsrv 
of an irregular form> interspersed witfa^ 
hedge row trees and copses, the inelosuret'*^ 
seeming as it were to have been cleared' 
out of thre forest whrck suriounds. tbemy- 
and which ocoupiesy^ in unbrokien masses^; 
the steeper diecli vities and more distant- 
batiks. The stream,* in colour aciear^and- 
sparkling browui like the hue of the cairn'* > 
gOrum pebbles, rushes through this ra« 
mantic region in bold sweeps and curves^" 
partly visible and partijr concealed by the 
^te$ which Clothe its bankt^ With a.pr<K 
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viclHtce unknown in other parts of Scot* 
landf the peasants hare, in most places^- 
plamted * orchards aroitnd* thetr cottages»f 
and* the general^ blossom of the €pple-tree«K. 
atHAivrseason^of the year gaveall the low*^' 
er^^rt of the view the. appearance of l^? 
fllHMer^rdeti. ' ' 

'Looking np' the rtrer, the character of 
tb^tcene was varied considerably for the ' 
wovse. ■' A hrUy, waste, and uncultivated 
coitnlry approached close to the banks;' 
the trtes' were few^ and limited to the 
neighbourhood of tiie stream, and the rude ^ 
moors swelled at a little distance into - 
shapetessand heavy hills, which were again • 
surmounted in their turn by a range of 
lo£^ mountains,, dimly seen on the horizon* 
Tfaos the Tower comnsanded two prospects^ 
the one richly cultivated and highly adorn* 
ed^' the olher exhibiting the nK>notonous • 
and dreary character of a wild .and inhos* ' 
pitable ^moorland* 

The eyM of tt)e spectators on the pre« - 
sent occasion were attractedto Uie d^wn-^ 
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ward yieWi not alone by its superior beau-- 
tjf but. because the distant sounds of mili- 
tary music beg^n to be beard from the 
public high road which winded up the . 
vale, and announced the approach of the 
expected body of cavalry. Their glimmer^ 
ing ranks were shortly afterwards seep lA*^ 
the distance, appearing and disappearing as 
the trees and the windings of the road per« 
mitted them to be visible, and distinguish-* 
ed chiefly by the flashes of light which 
their arms occasionally reflected against 
the sun. The train was long and impo- 
sing, for there were about two hundred 
and fifty horse upon the. march, and the 
glancing of the swords and waving of their 
banners^ joined to the clang of their trum- 
pists and kettle-drums, had at once a lively 
and awful effect upon the imagination As 
they advanced still nearer and nearer, they 
could distinctly see the files of these cito* 
sen troops following each other in long 
succtsbion, completely equipped and su- 
perbly mounted. 
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r ^* rt's a fight' that maker me tbh-ty yest^ 
younger/' said the old cavah'er, *^ and yet' 
i do nbt much like the service that these' 
poof fellows are to be engaged in. AU 
t^ugh I had my share of the civil war^^ I' 
(iantiot say I had ever so much real plea- 
sure in that sort of $ervice as when I was^ 
i^ service on the continent, and we were 
hacking at fellows with foreign faces and 
outlandish language. It's a hard thing td 
hear a hamely Scotch tongue cry quaf^ 
fer; and be obliged to cut him down just- 
the same as if he called out misericords.-^ 
So, there they come through the Nether- 
wood haugh ; upon my word, fine-looking 
fellows, and capitally mounted — He that' 
is gallopping from the rear of the column 
mu«t be Claver*se himself; — ay, he gets 
into the front as they cross the bridge, and' 
Dow they will be with ua in less than five 
xhihutes." 

At the bridge beneath the Tower the ca- 
t^alry divided, and the greater part, mo- 
ving Up the left bank of the brook and 
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CTOMing at a ford a little above, took die 
road of the Grange, as it was called, n 
latge set of rfiurm-offlcea belooging to tbo^ 
Tower, wbere Lady Margaret had ordere4f 
preparation to be made for their reception;^ 
and suitable entertainment The officecSf 
alone^ with their colours and ^n escort tqt«:. 
guard them, were seen to take th^ steepi? 
road lip to the gate: of the Tower^ appearr; 
iog by.imtervalfras they gained the ascent^ 
and again hidden by projections of the 
bank and of the huge old trees with whicJt^^ 
it is ^((M^ered. When they emerged froo^ 
this narrow path they found themsdver 
in front, of the old Tower, the. gates of 
whiclvwere hospitably open, for. their re-, 
ception. Lady Margaret, witlx Edith and^ 
her brother-in-law, haying hastily desc^uck 
ed from their post of^bservatjon, appear^ed^ 
t9 meet and to wekoQ^e their guests, with. 
a retinue of domestics in as good order aa. 
the orgies of the p|:eceding evening pjer- 
mitted.. The gaUa^t young cornet (a re% 
l»^on,#s, well as jpanjesalf eofiClayerhou&c^ 
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with whom - the reader has been already : 
made acquainted) lowered the standard; 
amid the fanfkre of the trnmpets, in ho«>; 
noiage to the rank of Lady-^ Margaret-and 
the charms of her grand*daughteri and the i 
old walls echoed to the flontish of the in«{ 
sttuiiients and the stamp and neigh of the i 
cfailrgers* >' 

' Claverhouse himself alighted from « 
biflick horse^ the most beantiftil perhaps in 
Scotland* He had not a single white hair^ 
upon his Whole body, a circumstance/whtoht : 
jbined to his spirit and fleetness; and' to 
his being so frequently employed in pur^ 
suit of the presbyterian recusants, caused^ 
an opinion to prevail among them^ that the-, 
stieed liad been presented to his rider by^ 
the great £nemy of Mankind in order te< 
assist him in piersecuting the fugitive wau'^ 
derers* When Claverhouse had paid hifr 
respects to the ladies with military po«^» 
liteness, had apologised for the trouble to 
which he was putting Lsdy-Margarefs fa-»r 
milyi and had ireceiredithe-coff^piroding 
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assurances that she could not think any* 
thing an inconvenience which brought' 
within the walls of Tiltietndlem so distin- 
guished a soldier, and so Icfyal a servant of 
his sacred majesty ; when, in short, all 
forms [o^ hospitable and'^lite ritual had' 
been duly complied with, the Colonel re- ^ 
quested permission to receive the report of ^ 
Bothwetl^ who \iras now in attendance, and 
with whom he spake apart foe a fewofti-' 
litites. Major jfollenden tooltthat oppor- 
tunity to say to his niece, without the 
hearing of b^r grandmother, " What a 
trifling foolish girl you are, Edith, to send 
me by expiressa letter crammed with non- 
sense about books and gowns, and to slide 
the only thing I cared a marvedie about 
into the postscript/* 

•* I did not know," said Udith, hesita- 
ting very much, ** whether it would be 
quite — quite proper for me to"-*- — 
* •* I know what you would say— whether 
it would be right to take any interest in a 
piresby terian. But I knew this lad's father 



well. He was a brave soldier ; and, if he 
was once wrong, he was once right too. I 
must commend your caution, Edith, for 
having said nothing of this young gentle- 
man's affair to , your grandmother — you 
may rely I shall not— I will take an oppor- 
tunity to speak to Claver'se. Cortre, my 
love, they are going to breakfast — Let us 
follow themt** 



I- 
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CHAPTER xn. 

Tlicif bwMiHiiir jg wanp to be wpreitlMy djdtfcty ., 
A custom in tcavellen mj|jh^ dtscree(i 

t 

Tab breakfast of Lady Mi|rgaret Bel- 
lenden no more resembted a modem d^* 
jeun^ than the '^<at stooe^ball of^Til|te^ 
tudlem eould brook comparisoo with a 
modern drawing-room. No tea, no coffee^ 
no variety of roUs^ but solid and substan* 
tial viands>— the priestly ham, the knightly 
airioioy the noble baron of beefi theprince^ 
]y venison pasty ^ while silver flagons, sa^ 
ved with difficulty from the claws of the 
Covenanters, now mantled, sbme with ale^ 
some with mead, and some with generous 
wine of various qualities and descriptions. 
The appetites of the guests were in cor* 
respondenoe to the magnificence and aoUf* 



OLD uoWAtvtr* Mi 

dlty of the preparation — no piddling— no 
boys' play, but that steady and perseve- 
ring exercise of the jaws which is best 
learned by early morning houc3y and by 
occasional hard commpQS. ; 

Lady Margaret beheld with delight the 
cates which lsbe had provtded^descending 
wit^ such alacrity intto the persons of her 
honoured guests^ and had little occasion to 
eitercise, with respect to atiy ef- the com- 
jpany saving Clavtrbpuaerbim^elfy the c<Hn« 
piilJsrory urgency of pressing to eM^ ta 
lirhichy as to the ^mj&rti et-dkrCf the la- 
dies of that period were in the custom of 
subjecting their guests. 
'^ But the leader faimselfi more; anxioHi 
to pay courtesy to Miss Bellenden, next 
whom he^was placed, than to gratify- hift 
appetite^ appeardil somewhat negligent 
of the good cheer set before him* £dith 
jbeard, without reply, many <;aartly speech- 
es addressed' to her, in a tone of voice 
of that happy modulatioa which couM 
alike melt in the low^ ton^ K>f iblerMt- 
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(iag x:onvti:»ation, md rise amid Ihe dfii 
-of Intitlei ^Moud as a trumpet with'astf^ 
Ter sound.'* Tfats sense that she was in 
tht presence of the dreaded chief npoh 
whose fiat the fate of Henry Morton must 
ijdepend-^the recollection of the terror and 
Tawe which weieattached to the very name 
;ol tbe.commander, deprived her for some 
^time, not only of the courage to aiKinreri 
•but/ even of the- power of looking upon 
•him« But when, emholdf ned by the sooth- 
ing tones of his voice; she lifted her eyes 
to frame some reply, the person on whom 
ahe looked bore, in his appearance at least, 
none of the terrible attributes in which her 
apprehensions had arrayed him. 

Grahame of Claverhouse was in the 
porime of life, rather low of stature, and 
slightly, though elegantly, fopmed ; his 
gesture, language, and manners, were 
•those of one whose life had been spent 
^among the noble and the gay. His fea^ 
tures exhibited even feminine regularity. 
An oval face, a straight and welUf armed 



^LH iCORf AUf T^ ^ -S87 

Dpse, dark hazel eyes, a tomplesion just 
siifficknfly tinged with brown to 8av^ it 
^om the charge of effeminacy, a short up- 
per-lip, curved upward Hke that of a Gre- 
cian statucj and slightly shaded by small 
^noustachios of light-brown, joined to a pto- 
fusion of long <;urled locks of the same 
colour, which fell down on each side of his 
face, contributed to form 9uch a counte- 
nance as limners love to paint and ladies 
to look upon. 

Tke severity of his character, as well as 
the higher attributes t)f undaunt-ed and 
enterprising valour which even his ene- 
"^lies were compelled to admit, lay con- 
cealed under an exterior which seemed 
adapted 'to the court or the saloon rather 
than fo the field. The same gentleness arid 
gaiety of expression which reigned in his 
features seemed to inspire his actions and 
gestures; and, on the whole, he was ge- 
nerally esteemed, at first sight, rather qua- 
lified to be the votary of pleasure than of 
ambition. But under this soft exterior wQi& 

5 
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hidden a Spirit unbounded in daring and i|i 
aspiring, yet cautious and prudent as that 
of Machiavel himself. Profound in poli« 
tics, and imbued, of course, with that. dis« 
regard for individual rights which its in- 
trigues usually generate, this leader was 
cool and collected in danger, fierce and ar« 
dent in pursuing success, careless of death 
himself, and ruthless in inflicting it upoQ 
others. Such are the characters formed i^ 

• 

times of civil discord, when the highest 
qualities, perverted by party spirit^ and 
inflamed by habitual opposition, are too 
often combined with vices and excesses 
which deprive them at once of their merit 
:and of their lustre. 

In endeavouring to reply to the polite 
trifles with which Claverhouse accosted 
her, Edith showed so much confusion, that 
her grandmother thought it necessary to 
come to her relief. 

<' JBdith Bellenden,'' said the old lady, 
** has, from my retired mode of living, 
seen so little of those of her own sphere, 
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that truly she can hardly frame ber speech 
tb sicii table answers^ A soldier is so rare a 
sight with us> Colonel Grrabame, that un* 
less 4t be my young Lord Evandale, \m 
htive hardly had an opportunity of recet« 
ving a gentleman in uniform, r And, now 
I talk of that excellent ydnng noblema% 
may I enquire if I was not to have bad't^^ 
honour of seeing him this momiiig^wiifar 
the regiment?*' ' . ^• . 

*^ Lord Evandale; madam, was on his 
iAarch with us," answered the ieader, ^ but 
I Was obliged to detack him with a amall 
party to disperse a conventicle of those 
troublesome scoundrels who have had the 
impudence to assemble "within £ve miles 
of my head-quarters." ; • - , . 7 

'' Indeed !*' said the oU lady ^ <^.tbat 
is a height of presumpcioa to Which- 1 
would have thought no rebellious taoattcs 
would have ventured to aspire^ '■ But these 
are strange times ! Then^ i& lin evilispirit 
in the land, Colonel Otibiutiei that excites 

VOJU II. K ^ ^ '-^^ ■'' ' '-■ ^ 
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the vassals of persons of rank to rebel 
against the very bouse that holds and feeds 
them. There was one of my ^{e*bodied 
men the other <]ay >vbo plainly refused to 
attend the wappen*schaw at my bidding. 
Is there no law for such recusancy^ Colo- 
nel Grahame ?" 

' '* 1 think I could find one/' said Claver- 
house, with great. composure, ** if yo«ar 
ladyship will inform me of the name aind 
residence of the culprit.'* . . 

** His name," said Lady Margaret, ^* is 
Cuthbert Headrigg ; I can say nothmg 
of his domicile, for ye may weel believe. 
Colonel Grahame> he did not dwell long in 
TiUietudlem, but was speedily . expeHed 
for his contumacy. I wish the lad no ill} 
but incarceration, or even a. few stripes, 
would be a good example in this neigh* 
bourhood. His mother, tinder whose in- 
fluence I doubt he actedf is an ancient do- 
mestic of this family,^ which makes me in- 
eline to merry, although,'* continued the 
old lady, looking towiirds the pictures of 
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Jier husband and her soos» with which the 
JbaU was buDg» and heaviog, at the same ^ 
\Ximtf a deep sigh> ^^ I, .Cok>nel Grahame, 
ibave in my ain person bat little right to 
compassionate that stubborn and rebelli- 
.ous generation* They have made me a 
childless widow> and, but for the protec- 
tion of our sacred sovereign and his gallant 
soldiers, they would soon deprive jne of 
^fatnd. and goods, of hearth and altar. Seven 
of my tenants, whose joint rent<email may 
inount to well nigh a luindred merks^ have 
already refused to pay /eL-ther cess or rent, 
mod had the* assurance to tell my steward 
/that they would acknowledge' neither king 
Aor landlord but who should have taken 
. the-Covenant/V 

.IV " I' will take a course with them-^that 
iSy with your ladyship's permission/' an- 
iwered* Claverhouae; ** it.ftrottld ill be- 
come me to negiitbttbe support of lawful 
i:Qthority when it is lodged vim such wor« 
itby hand» as that of Lady; Margaret BeU 
ienden. Bat I muiftiiead^ say this.C9ua^ 
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try grows worse and worse daily, and re^ 
duces me to the necessity 6f taking mea- 
sures with the recusants that are much 
more consonant with my duty than wjth 
•my inclinations. And, speaking of thisi I 
must not forget that I. have to thank your 
4adyship for the hospitality you have been 
pleased to extend to a party of mine who 
have brought in a prisoner, charged with 
having resetted the murdering villain, Bal- 
four of Burley/* 

*' The house of Tillietudlem/ answered 
the lady, '* hath ever been open to the 
servants of his majesty, and I hope that 
the stones of it will no longer rest on 
each other when it surceases to be as 
xnuch at their command as at ours. And 
this reminds me. Colonel Grahame, that 
the gentleman who commands the party 
can hardly be said to be in his proper 
place in the army, considering whose blood 
flows in his veins ; and if I might flatter 
myself that any thing would he granted 
to my request, I would presume, to en* 
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treat that he might be promoted on some 
favourable opportunity.!* 

*' Your ladyship means Serjeant Francis 
Stuart, whom we call Bo^hwell?" said 
Claverhouse^ smiling. , *^ The truth is, he 
is a little too rough in the country, and 
has not been uniformly so amenable, to 
discipline as the rjiiles of the service re« 
quire. But to instruct me how to oblige 
Lady Margaret fiellenden is to lay down 
the law to me — Bothwell," he continued, 
addressing the serjeant, who just then ap- 
peared at the door, '' go kiss Lady Mar- 
garet Bellenden's hand, who interests her- 
self in your promotion, and you shall have 
a commission the first vacancy." 
. Bothwell went through the salutation 
in the manner prescribed, but not without 
evident marks of haughty reluctance, and, 
V^hen he had done so, said aldud, *^ To 
kiss a lady's hand can never disgrace a 
gentleman; but I would not kiss a man's, 
save the king's, tol)e made a general." 
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" You hear him/* said Claverhous^, siiih- 
ling, " there's the rock he splits upon ; he^' 
cannot forget his pedigrte/* 

*« I kno% my nobie colonel,** said Bothr 
well in the same tone, ^* that^^ou will not 
forget your promise; and then, perhap«|' . 
you may permit Cornet Stuart to have 
some recollection of his grandfathefi^ 
though the Serjeant must forget him.** '<■ 

** Enough of thi^, sir,"8aid'Clayerhoii8e, ) 
in the tone of command which was ikmi* 
liar to him, •• and let me know what yon 
came to report to me just now." 

'^ My Lord Evandale and his party hare 
halted on the high-road with some prison- 
ers," said Bothwert. 

•* My Lord Evandale ?** said Lady Mar* 
garet. " Surely, Colonel Grahame, you 
will permit him to honour me with his so- 
ciety, and to take his poor disjune here, 
especially considering, that even his most 
sacred majesty did not pass the Tower of 
Tillietudlem without halting to partake of 
some refreshment/* 
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As this was the third time io the course 
of the conversation that Lady Margaret 
had adverted to this distinguished event, 
Colonel Grahame, as speedily. as politeness 
would permit, took advantage of the first 
pause to interrupt the farther progress of. 
t))e Qurrative, hy saying, ** We are already 
toQ.Dunierous a party of guests $ hut as I 
know what Lord Jilvandale will suffer 
(looking towards £ditb) if deprived of the 
pleasure which we enjoy, I will run the 
risk of overburdening your ladyship's hos-. 
pitality. — Bothwell^ let Lord Evandale 
know that Lady Margaret Bellenden re- 
quests the honour of his company." 

" And -let Harrison take care/' added. 
Lady Margaret, ** that the people and 
their horses are suitably seen to," 

Edith's heart sprung to her lips during 
this conversation, for it instantly occuif 
red to her, that, through her influence 
over Lord £vi^ndale> she might find some, 
means of releasing Morton from his present 
state of danger, in case her uncle's inter- 
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icession with Claverhousc should prove in* 
effectual. At any other time^ she would 
have been much averse to exert this in« 
jBuence ; for, however inexperienced in tjie 
world, her native delicacy taught her Cbe 
advantage which a beautiful young womm 
gives to a young man when she permits 
bim to lay her under an obligation*. And 
she would havje been the farther disincU^ 
ned to request any favour of Lord Evandaley 
because the voice of the gossips in Clydes^ 
dale had| for reasons hereafter to be made 
known, assigned him to her as a suitor, 
and because she could not disguise from 
herself that very little encourag-enient was^ 
necesssary to realize conjectures which- had 
hitherto no foundation. This was the more 
to be dreaded, that, in the case of Lord 
Evandale's making a formal declaration, he 
bad ev.ery chance of being supported by 
the influence of Lady Margaret and hec 
other friends, and that she would have no« 
thing to oppose to their solicitations and 
authority, except a predilection^ to avow 
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which she knew would be equally danger* 
ous and unavailing. She determined, there* 
fore, to wait the issue of her uncle's inter- 
cession, and, should it fail, which she con- . 
jectured she should soon learn, either from 
the looks or language of the open^helrted 
veteran, she would then, as a last effort, 
iftake use in Morton's favour of her inte*: 
rest with Lord Evandale. Her mind did 
not long remain in suspense on the sub« . 
ject of her uncle's application. 

Major Bellenden, who had dode the ho*' 
nours of the table, laughing and chatting 
with the miUtary guests who were at that, 
end of the board, was now^ by the conclu** 
sion of the repast, at liberty to leave hh 
station, and accordingly took an opportu*. 
nity to approach Claverhouse,. requesting 
from his niece, at the same time^ the ho« 
nour of a particular iutroductiont As his 
name and character were well known, the 
two military men met with expressions of 
mutual regard,, and Edith, with a beating; 
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hearty saw her aged relative withdraw from 
the company, together with his new-ac« 
quaintance, into a. recess formed by 4ttie' 
of the arched windows of the halL She 
watched their conference with eyes almost' 
daszled by the eagerness of suspense, aod^ 
with observation rendeved more acMis by-' 
the internal agony of her mind, could' 
guessi from -the pantomimic gestures which; 
accompanied the conversation, < the pro*^ 
gress and fate of the intercession in beliaif 
of Henry Morton. 

The first expression of the countenaiice 
of Claverhouse betokened that open and- 
willing courtesy, which, ere it requires^^ 
to know the nature of the favour ask-ed, 
seems to say, how happy the party will be 
to confer an obligation on the suppliant. 
But as the conversation pr4[>ceeded, the 
brow of that officer became darker and 
more severe, and his features, though still 
retaining the expression of the most per- 
fect politeness, assumed, at least to Edith's 
terrified imagination^ a harsh and inexora- 
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ble character. His lip was now compress* 
ed as if with impatience ; now curled 
slightly upward as if in civil contempt of 
the arguments urged by Major Bellenden. 
The language of her uncle, as far as ex- 
pressed in his manner, appeared to be that 
of earnest intercession! urged with all the 
a0ectionate simplicity of his character, ar 
well as with the weight which his age 
and reputation entitled him to use. But 
it seemed to have little impression upoa 
Colonel Grahame, who soon changed his 
posture, as if about to cut short the Major's 
importunity, iind to break up their confer- 
M)ce with a courtly expression of regret, 
calculated to accompany a positive refu- 
sal of the request solicited. This move* 
ment brought them so near Edith, that 
slie could distinctly hear Claverhouse say, 
** It cannot be, Major Bellenden ; lenity, 
in his case, is altogether beyond the bounds 
of. my commission, though in any thing 
else I am so heartily desirous to oblijge 
you.-^And here comes Evandale with news. 
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ft 

a» I think. What tidings do you bring 
us, Evandale r" he continued^ addressing 
the young lord, who now entered in com- 
plete uniform^ but with his dress disorder- 
ed; and his boots spattered as. if by riding 
hard. 

^* Unpleasant news, sir/' was his reptfr. 
'** A large body of wings are in arms among 
the hills, and have broken out intoaictual 
rebellion. They have publicly burnt the 
Act of Supren)acy, that which established 
episcopacy, that for observing the martyr* 
dom of Charles I., and some others, and 
have declared their intention to remain 
together in arms for furthering the cove- 
nanted work of reformation." 
* This unexpected intelligence struck a 
sudden and painful surprise into the 
minds of all who heard k, excepting Gla- 
verhouse. 

^ " Unpleasant news call you them ?** re- 
plied Colonel Grahame, his dark eyes 
flashing fire, '^ they are the best I have 
heard these six months. Now that tbe 
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scoundrels are drawn into a body we will 
make short work with them. When the 
adder crawls into, daylight," he added, 
striking the heel of his boot upon the 
floor, as if in the act of crushing a noxious 
reptile, *^ I can trample him to death ; 
he is only safe when he remains lurking 
in his den or morass.— Where are these 
knaves?" he continued, addressing Lord 
£vandale» 

" About tea miles ofF among the moun- 
tains, at a place called Loudon-hill/' was 
the young nobleman^ reply. " I dis- 
persed the conventicle against, which you 
sent me, and made prisoner an old trum- 
peter of rebellion, who was in the act of 
exhorting his hearers to rise and be doing 
in th^ good cause, as well as one or two of 
his hearers who seemed to be particularly 
insolent 5 and from some country people 
and stouts I learned what I now telL 
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*' What may be their strength ?" asked 
Im commander* 
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^ Probably a thousand men, biit: ac* 
counte differ widely/^ 

^ Then," said Claverbouse, ** it is time 
for ti8 to be up and be doing also— Both*: 
weU, bid them sound to borse/^ 

Bothwell, who, like the war-horse of 
scripture, snuffed the battle afar off^ bas^ 
tened to giv^ orders* to six negroes, in 
white dresses richly laced, and having 
massive silver collars and Armlets. These 
sable functionaries acted as trumpeters, 
and speedily made the castle and thci 
woods; around it ria^ with their summons^ 

" Must you then leave us r" said Lady 
Margaret, her heart sinking under recoU\ 
lection of former unhappy times ; '^ had 
3^ no better send to learn the force of the 
rebels?— O, how many a fair face hae I. 
heard these fearfu' sounds call away frae 
tiie Tower of Tillictudlem, that my auld 
e'fen were ne^er to see return. to it !** 

** It is impossible for me to stop," said 
Claverhouse ;/^ there are rogues enough in 
this country to make the rebels five times 



OLD KOUTALITT* SOS * 

their strength, if they are not checked at 
once.'* 

^ Manyy** said Evandale; ^' are flocking 
to them already> and they give out tl&t 
they expect a strong body of the indulged 
presbyterians, headed by young Milnwood^ 
as they call him, the son of the famous old 
round'head. Colonel Silas A{ortoD." 

This speech produced a yery difTerent' 
effect upon the hearers* Edith almost- 
sunk from her 4eat with terror, while Cla*. 
verhouse darted a glance of sarcastic tri* 
umph at Major Bellenden, which seemed 
to imply ~-** You see what'are the princi- 
ples of the young man you are pleading 
f<M-;' 

" It's a lie — it*s a^d— d lie of these ras-*i 
c4lly fanatics/' said the Major, hastily. *' I 
will answer for Henry Morton as I would 
for my t>wn son. He is a lad of as good- 
church-prinQipIes as any gentleman in the 
life-guards. I mean no offence to anyone. 
He has gone to church service with mefiftyi 
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times, and I never heard him misa one of 
the responses in my life. Edith fiellenden 
can bear witness to it as well as I. He al- 
ways read on the same Prayerbook with 
her, and could look out the lessons as well 
as the curate himself. Call him up ;. let 
him be heard for himself.*** 

^^ There can be no harm in that,[' said 
Claverhouse, ^^ whether he be innocent or 
guilty. — ^Major Allan,** he said,, turning to 
the officer next in command, *^ take a 
guide, and lead the regiment forward to 
Loudon-hill by the best and shortest road. 
Move steadily, and do not blow the horses ; 
Lord Evandale and I will overtake you ia 
a quarter of an hour. Leave Bothwell with 
a party to bring up the prisoners." 

Allan bowedi and left the apartment, 
with all the officers, excepting Ciaverhouse 
and the young nobleman. In a few mi- 
nutes the sound of the military music and 
the clashing of hoofs announced that the 
horsemen were leaving the Castle. The[ 

10 
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sounds were presently heard only at inter- 
vals, and soon died away entirely* 

While Claverhouse endeavoured to sooth 
the terrors of Lady Margaret, and to recon- 
cile the veteran Major to his^. opinion of 
Morton, Evandale, getting the better of 
that conscious shyness which renders an 
ingenuous youth diffident m approaching 
the object of his affections, drew near to 
Miss Bellenden, and accosted her in a tone 
of mingled respect and interest* 

^* We are to leave you/' he said, taking 
her hand^ which he pressed with nuich 
emoftion — ** to leave you^^for a scene which 
is not without its dangers. Farewell^ dear 
Miss fiellenden ; — let me say for the fiVst, 
and perhaps the last time^ dear Edith. We 
part ia circumstances so singular as it^ay 
excuse some solemnity in bidding farewell 
to one, whom I have known so long, and 
whom I — respect so highly/' 

.The manner differing from the words>: 
seemed to exprc ss a feeling much deeper 
and more agitating, than was coaveyed ia 
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the phrase 'he made use of. It was not iii> 
woman to be otterly insensible to his ma-> 
dest and deep«felt expression of tender* 
ness. Although borne down by the mis* 
fortunes and imminent danger of the matxt 
she loved, Edith was touched by the hope* 
less and reverential passion of the gaitmt^ 
vouth, who now took leave of her to rttsh 
into dangers of no ordinary description. 
I hope — I sincerely trusty'* she said, 

there is nO danger. I hope there is no 
occasion for this solemn ceremonial — that 
these hasty insurgents wfH be disperse* 
rather by fear than force, and that Lord» 
Evandalc will speedily return to be what 
be must aht^ays be, the dear and valued 
friend of all in this castle." 

*yO( all ?** he repeated, with a melan- 
choly emphasis upon the word. " But bc^ 
it so — whatever is near you is dear and va- 
lued to me, and I value their approbation/ 
accordingly* Of our success I am not san- 
guine. Our numbers are so few, that I* 
dare not hope for so speedy, so bloodless, 
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ance. These men are enthusiastic^ reso* 
liiUf and desperate^ and have leaders not 
altogether unskilled in military matters*^ 
I cannot help thinking that the impetuosi*. 
ty of our Colonel is hurrying us against 
tliem rather prematurely. But there are^ 
few that have less reason to shun danger 
than I have/' 

Edith had now the opportunity she 
wislied to bespeak the young noblemana 
intercession and protection for Henry Mor-^ 
ton, and it seemed the only remaining, 
channel of interest by which he <Jbuld-be 
rescued from impending destruction. Yet 
she felt at that moment as if, in doing so^^ 
she was abusing the partiality and confix 
denqe of the lover, whose heart was as 
open before her as if his tongue had made . 
an express declaration. Could she with 
honour engage Lord Evandale in the ser« 
vice of a rival? or could she with pru- 
dence make him any request, or lay her- 
self under any obligation to hini^ Without 
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affording ground for hopes >vhich she 
could never realis^e r But the moment was 
too urgent for hesitation, or eiren for those 
explauatioDS with which her request might 
otherwise have been qualified. 

^' 1 will but dispose of this yoimg fel* 
low,** said Claverhouse, from the othet 
side of the hall^ ** and then, Lord Evan- 
dak— I am sorry to interrupt agam your 
conversation— but then we must mount.-— 
Bothwell, why do you not bring up the 
prisoner 7 and^ Jbark ye, let two files load 
their carabines." 

In these words, Edith conceived she 
beard the death* warrant of her lover. She 
instantly broke through the restraint which 
had hitherto kept her silent. 

" My Lord Evandale/' she said^ *• this 
young gentleman is a particular friend of 
my uncle's — your interest must be great 
with your colonel— let me request your 
intercession in his favour — it will confer 
on my uncle a lasting obligation.'' 

^' You over- rate my in teres t^ Miss Bel*' 
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lenden,^ said Lord Evandale, 5^ I have 
been often unsuccessful in such applica- 
itions, when I have made them oa the mere 
score of humanity-.'* 

" Yet try once again for my qncle's 
iake."* 

" And why not for your own ?** said 
Lord Evandale. ^' Will you not allow me 
to think I am obliging you personally ia 
this matter?— Are you so diffident of aa 
old friend that you will not allow him 
even the satisfaction of thinking that he is 
gratifying your wishes?'* 

** Surely— surely," replied Edith ; "you 
will oblige me infinitely— I am interested 
in the young gentleman on my uncle's 
account— Lose no time, for God's sake !" 
: She became bolder and more urgent in 
her entreaties, for she heard the steps of 
the soldiers who were entering with their 
prisoner. 

** By Heaven ! then,*' said Evandale, 
^^ he shall not die, if I should die in his 
place !«>-*But will not you," he said^ re- 



SIO TALES OF KT X.AKA10BB. 

Burning the hand, which in the 'hurry df 
her spirits she had not courage to with- 
xlraw, ** will not you grant nie one suit, in 
return for my zeal in your service r* 

'^ Any thing you can ask, my Lord 
Evandale, that sisterly affection can gire.'' 

^* And is this all,** he continued^ ^ all 
you can grant to my affection HviDg, or 
my memory when dead ?*' * * 

^ Do not speak thus, my lord/' said 
i£ditb, ^^ you distress me, jmd do injustke 
to yourself* There is no friend I esteem 
more highly, or to whom I would more 
Teadily grant every mark of regard— pro- 
viding — But" 

A deep sigh made her turn her head Bud- 
denly^ ere she had' well uttered the last 
DTord ; and, as she hesitated how to frame 
the exception with which she meant to 
close the sentence, she became instant- 
ly aware she had been overheard by Mor- 
.ton, who, heavily ironed and guarded by 
soldiers, was now passing behind her in 
order to be presented to Claverheuse, As 
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their eyes met each other, the sad and 
reproachful expression of Morton's glance 
seemed to imply that he had partially 
heard, and altogether misinterpreted, the 
conversation which had just passed. There 
wanted but this to complete Edith's dis*' 
tress sud confusion. Her blood, which 
rushed to her brow, made a sudden revul- 
sion to her heart, and left her as pale as 
death. This change did not escape the at« 
tenrtion of Evandale^ whose quick glance 
easily discovered that there was between 
the prisoner and the object of his own at- 
tachment, some singular and uncommon 
connection. He resigned the hand of Miss 
fiellenden^ again surveyed the prisoner with 
more attention, ag;iln looked at Edith, and 
plainly observed the confusion which she 
could no longer conceal. 

" This," he,said, after a moment's gloomy 
silence, "is, I believe, the young gentle- 
man who gained the prize at (he shooting- 
match." 

" I am not sure," hesitated Edith — ** yet 
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—I rather think not/' scarce knowing 
what she replied. 

• ^^ It is he,** said Evandale, decidedly; 
" I know him welU A victor/' he continu- 
ed, somewhat haughtily, *' ought to have 
interested a &ir spectator more deeply/' 

He then turned from EdUh, and ad van-- 
cing towards the t^ble at which Claver* 
house now placed himself^ stood at a little 
distance, resting on his sheathed broad- 
awordy a silentf but not an unconcernedf 
^ spectator of that which passed. 
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CHAPTER XllL 



O, my Lord, beware of jealousy ! 

Othell0. 



To explain the deep effect which the 
few broken passages of the conversation 
we have detailed, made upon the unfor- 
tunate prisoner by whom they were over- 
heard, it is necessary to say something of 
his previous state of mind» and of the ori* 
gin of his connection with Edith. 

Henry Morton was one df those gifted 
characters which possess a force of talent 
unsuspected by the owner himself. He 
had inherited from his father im undaunt* 
ed courage^ and a firm and uncompromi- 
sing detestation of oppression, whether in 

VOL. II. o 
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politics or religion. But his enthusiasm 
was unsullied by fanatical zeal, and unlea^- 
vened by the sourness of the puritanical 
spirit. From these his mind had been 
freed, partly by the active exertions of his 
own excellent understanding, partly by 
frequent and long visits at Major Bellen* 
den's, where he had an opportunity of 
meeting with tnany guests whoM conver- 
sation taught him, that goodness and worth 
were not limited to those of any aingle 
form of religious ojbservance* 

The base parsimony of his uncle had 
thrown many obstacles in the way of his 
■education ; but he had so far improved the 
opportunities which offered themselveSi 
that his instructors as well as his friends 
were surprised at his progress under such 
disadvantages. Still, however, the current 
. of his soul was frozen by a sense of d^- 
. pendencC) of poverty, above all,, of an im- 
perfect and limited education. These feel- 
ings impres^d him with a diifidenre and 
reserve which effi^tually concealed from 
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all but very intimate friends, the extent of 
talent and the firmness of character, which 
We have stated him to be possessed of. 
The circumstances of the times had added 
t0 this reserve an air of inciecision and of 
radiiference ; for, being attached to nei* 
ther of the factions which divided the king* 
dom, he passed for dull, insensible, and un* 
tntluenced by the feeling of religion or of 
patriotism. No conclusion, however, cpuld 
be more unjust ; and the reasons of the 
neutrality which he had hitherto profess^ 
fd had root in very different and most 
praise-worthy motives. He had formed 
few congenial ties with those who were 
the ^bje^rts of persecution, and was dis- 
gusted alike by their narrpw^minded^and 
seMish part^^-spirit, their gloomy fanati- 
l^ism, their abhorrent condemaoAion of ail 
etegant studies or innocent exercises^ and 
1^ envenomed rancour of their .prolitioal 
batred^ &it his «ntnd wm still faott.9p* 
vdited by the tyranttical:aiid>op^re8wre 
eoi»luct -qf the gp(MrerQSMat^'4;be ^aisfuh^, 
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license, and brutality of the soldiery, tbc 
executions on the scaffold, the slaughters 
in the open field, the free quarters and 
exactions imposed by military law^ which 
placed the liv^ and fortunes of a free peor^ 
pie on a level with Asiatic slares. Con- 
demning, thereforcs each party as itsjcx^ 
cesses fell under his eyes, disgusted witi^ 
the sight of evils which be bad no means 
of alleviating, and bearing alternate com*; 
plaints and exultations with which be could 
not sympathise, he would long ere tbii 
have left Scotland had it not, been for hii 
attachment to Edith Bellenden, 

The earlier meeting of these young peo- 
ple had been at Charnwood, when Msyor 
Bellenden, who was as free from suspicion 
on such occasions as Uncle Toby himself^ 
had encouraged their keeping each other 
constant company without entertaining 
any apprehension of the natural conse- 
quences. Love, ias usual in such casea^ 
borrowed the name of friendsnip, used 
her language, and claimed her privilegea* 
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When Edith Bellenden was recalled to her 
mother's castle, it was astonishing by what 
[lingular and recurring accidents she often 
ihet young Morton in her sequestered 
walks, especially considering the distance 
of their places of abode. Yet it some- 
how happened that she never expressed 
file surprise which the frequency of these 
rencontres ought naturally to have excited, 
and that their intercourse assumed gradu* 
ri)y a more delicate character, and their 
meetings began to wear the air of appoint* 
lAenta. Books^ cirawingsj letters, were ex-^ 
changed betfreen thern^ and every trifling 
commission, given or executed, gave rise 
to* a iie w correspondence. Love indeed was 
libtyet mentioned between tliem by name, 
but each knew the situation of their own 
bosom, and could not but guess at that of 
the other. ' Unable to desist from an inter* 
oourse which possessed such charms for 
them botb, yet trembling for its too pra^ 
ibable consequences, it had been continued 
without specific explanation until now. 
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when fate appeared to have taken the con« 
elusion into' its own hands. 

It followed; as a consequence of this 
state of things, as well as of the diffidence 
of Morton's disposition at this period, that 
his confidence in Edith's return of his af-- 
fection had its occasional cold fits. Hec 
situation was in eVery respect so superior 
to his own, her worth so eminent, her ac« 
complishnnents so many, her face so beait^ 
tiful, and her manners so bewitching^ that 
he could hot but entertain fears that some 
suitor more favoured than himself by for* 
{une, and more acceptable to Edith's fami- 
ly than he durst hope to be, might step ii^ 
between him and the object of her afieor 
tions. Common rumour had raised up such, 
a rival in Lord Evandale, whoni birtb, for- 
tune, connections, and political principles, 
as well as his frequent visits at Tillietu- 
dlem, and his attendance upon Lady £el» 
lenden and her niece at all public platoes^ 
naturally pointed out as a candidate for 
her favour. It frequently and inevitably 
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happened that engagements to which Lord 
Evandale was*a party, interfered with the 
meeting of the lovers, and Henry could 
not but mark that Edith either studiously 
avoided «peaking of the young nobleman, 
or did so with obvious reserve and hesita^ 
tton. 

These symptoms, wfaicht in fact, arose 
from the delicacy of hex own feelings to^ 
wards ^IVlbrtbu himself, were misconstrued 
by his diffident temper, and the jealousy 
which they excited was fermented by the 
occasional observations of Jenny Penni- 
son. This >tTue^brod serving-damsel was^ 
in her own person, a complete country 
coquette> and when ahe had no opportuni^ 
ty of teazing Iter own lovers, used to take 
some occasional o)>portunity to torment 
her young 4ady's. This arose from no ill- 
will to Henry Morton, who, both on her 
mistress's account and his own handsome 
form and countenance, stood high in her 
esteem. But then Ii^ord Evandale was 
also handsome ; he was liberal far beyond 



320 TALES OF MT UkNDLORD* 

ivhat Morton's means could aiFord^ anil 
he was a lord» moreoTer; and, if Mist 
Edith fiellenden should hccept hit hand; 
she would become a baron's lady, and 
what was morci little Jenny Dennison^ 
whom the awful housekeeper at TiHietia-^ 
diem huffed about at her pleasure, wonlit 
be then Mrs Dennison» Iiady £Taiidd:e^s 
own womaut or perhaps luer ladyship^s ladyy 
in-waiting. The impartiality of Jenny Detin 
nison, therefore^ did not, like that of Mrs 
Quickly, extend to a wish that both the 
handsome suitors oould wed her young la^ 
dy ; for it must be owned that the scale 
of her regard was depressed in favour of 
Lord EvandalCi and her wishes in his fa« 
vour took many shapes extremely torment* 
ing to Morton ; being now expressed as a 
friendly caution^ now as an article of in* 
telligence, and anon as a merry je$t» but 
always tending to confirm the idea, that^ 
sooner or later, his romantic intercourse 
with her young mistress must have a close, 
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nod that Edith Bellenden would^ in spite 
of summer walks beneath the greenwood- 
tree, exchange of verses, of drawings, and 
of books, end in becoming Lady Evandale^ 
These hints coincided so exactly with 
the very point of his own suspicions and 
feajrs^ that Morton was not long of feeling 
that jealousy which every one has felt 
who has truly loved, but to which those 
are most liable whose love is crossed by 
thQ want of friends* consent, or same other 
epvious impediment of fortune. Edith 
herself, unwittingly, and in the generosity 
ofher own frank nature, contributed to the 
error intQ which her lover was ia danger 
of falling. Their conversation once chan- 
ced to turn upon some late. e&cessescom« 
mitted by the soldiery on an occasion when, 
it was said (inaccurately however) that the 
party was commanded by Lord Evandale* 
Edith, as true in friendship as in lQve» was 
somewhat hurt at the severe strictures 
which escaped from Morton upon this oq- 

o S 
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easioDy and which, perhaps, were not the 
less strongly expressed on account of theit 
supposed rmlry. She entered into Lord 
Evandale's defence with such spirit as hurt 
Morton to the very soul, and afforded no 
small delight to Jenny Detinison, theustial 
companion of their walks. Edith perceiSNed 
her error, and endeavoured to remedy it J 
but the impression was not so easily erased, 
and it had no small effect in inducing h^r 
lover to form that resolution of going a* 
broad^ which was disappointed in the man- 
ner we have already mentioned. 

The visit which he received from Edith 

» 

during his confinement, the deep and de- 
voted interest which shp had expressed in 
his fate, ought of themselves to have dis- 
pelled his suspicions ; yet, ingenious in 
tormenting himself, even this he thought 
mightbe imputed to anxious friendship, or, 
at most, to a temporary partiality, which 
would probably soon give way to circum- 
stances, the entreaties of her friends, the 
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authority of Lady Margaret, and the assi* 
duities of Lord Evandale. 

'•And to what do I owe it/* he said, 
'^ that I cannot stand up like a man, and 
plead my interest in her ere I am thus 
cheated out of it? — to what^ but to the ac* 
cursed tyranny which afflicts at once otir 
bodies, souls, estates, and affections ! And 
i$ it to bn« of the pensioned cut*^throats of 
this oppressive government that I must 
yield my pretensions, to £dith Bellenden ?^ 
—I will not, by HeaVen 1— It is a just 
punishment on me for being dead to pub- 
Ire wrongs^ that they have visited me with 
theiy idjuries in a point where they can be 
least brooked or borne/* 

As these stormy resolutions boiled in his 
bosom, and while he ran over the various 
kinds of insult and injury which he had 
sustained in his own cause and in that of 
his country, fiothwell entered the tower, 
followed by two dragoons, one of whom 
catried handcuffs. 

**Tou must follow me, young man,* 
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said he, '* but first we must put you ia 
trim/ 

" In trim !" said' Morton^ " Wh^t do 
youmeanr'* 

: *^ Why^ we must put on these roug^ 
bracelets. I durst not-^nay, d — n it J 
durst do any thing-^but I vpould not for. 
three hours plunder of a stormed towa 
bring a whig before my colonel without 
hi^ being ironed* Come, come, young 
man, never look sulky about it/' . 

He advanced to put on the irons; but^ 
seizing the oaken-^eat upon which he had 
rested, Morton thr^atenedt to dash out the 
brains of the first who should approach 
him. 

*' I should manage you in a moment, 
my youngster," said Bothwell, '^ but I had 
rather you would strike sail quietly." 
; Here indeed he spoke the truth, not 
from either fear or reluctance to adopt 
force, but because he dreaded the conse* 
quences of a noisy scuffle, through whick 
it might probably be discovered that he 
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had^ contrary to express orders, suffered 
his prisoner to pass the night without be- 
ing properly secured. 

^' You had better be prudent/^ be con* 
tinued, in a tone which he meant to be 
conciliatory! '^ and don't spoil your own 
sport. They say liere in the castle thati 
Lady Margaret's niece is immediately to 
iharry our young Captain, Lord Evandale. 
I saw them close together in the hall yon^ 
der, and I heard her ask him to intercede 
for your pardpn* She looked so devilish 
handsome and kind upon him, that on my 
soul — but what the devil's the matter with 
you.? — You are as pale as a sheet — Will 
ypu Ivave some brandy ?" : • 
\ <« Afiss Bellenden ask my life of Lord 
Evandale r "_ said th? prisoner, faintly* 
' *• Ay, ay ; there's no friend like the wo^ 
men — their interest carries all in court 
and camp. — Coine, you are reasonable 
now— Ay, I thought you would cqme 

round." ^ 

. Here he employed himself in putting on 
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the ftttcrt, against whiAH, Motion, tbtrft*^ 
derstruck by this inttHigliiKre, thy lottgeir 
offered the least resistattev; . . 

" My life beggtd of hitn, and bjr hfcrT— 
ay-^ay^ut on the itons--n[)y Uthbs rfittt 
trot ref\i^e to bear what has entered 4ntd 
my very soul-^My life bej^ed by Editll^ 
and begged of Evandale !" 

** Ay, and he has powtr to grant it too,*^ 
said Bothwell— ** He can do more with the 
Colonel than any tnan fn the fegitttient.* 
• And, as he ^poke, he atld h!s|[.patty led 
their prisoner towatds the hall. In pass^ 
ing behind the seat of Edith the unfortu* 
nate prisoner heard enough^ as he con- 
ceived, of the broken expressions which 
passed between Edith and Lord Evandale 
to confirm all that the soldier had told 
him. That moment made a singular and 
instantaneous revolution in his character. 
The depth of despair to which his love 
and fortunes were reduced, the peril in 
which his life appeared to stand, the trans^ 
ference of Edith's affections^ her interces- 
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81011 in his favoui^, which rendered hei^ 
ficklene^ yet more galltag, seemed to -de-* 
•troy every feeling for which he had hi*^ 
therto lived, but, at the same time, aWa^ 
kened those which had hitherto been smo- 
tiiered by pasisiions more gentle though 
Ttiore selfish. Desperate himself, he d€« 
t^rmined to support the rights of his coun- 
try, insulted in his person. His charslctel^ 
was for the moment as effectually changed 
as the appearance of a villa, which, froiHf 
being the abode of domestic quiet and 
happiness, is, by the sudden intrusion of 
an armed force, converted into a formida*^ 
ble, post of defence. ^ 

We have already said that he cast upon 
Edith one glance in which reproacbwas 
mingled with sorrow, as if to bid her fare- 
well for ever ; his next motion was to. waUe 
firmly to the table at whichColonelGrahame 
tvas seated. 

" By what right is it, sir/* said he firmly, 

and without :waiting till he was question- 

- -ll ■ • . ■ '■ 
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ed,^— ^^ By what right is it. that these selt 
diers have dragged me from my farnily, 
and put fetters on the limbs of a free 
man?** ^ ; 

'' By my commands,*' answered Claverr 
house ; *^ and I now lay my commands on 
you to be silent and hear my.questioQ$«:**r 

** I will not,'* replied Morton^ in a deterr 
miped tone» while bis bpldci^ss ,seen>ed t^ 
electrify all around him* ^^ 1 will know 
whether I am in lawful cus.tqdy, and b^, 
fore a civil magistrates ere the charter of 
my country shall be forfeited in my pert 
son/' 

" A pretty springald this, upon my hq*; 
Bour !"* said Claverhouse^ 

" Are you mad ?" said M^or Bellenden 
to his young friend. . " For God's sake, 
Henry Morton/' he continued^ in a tone 
between rebuke and entreaty, ^' remember 
you are speaking to one of his majesty '§ 
officers high in the service,*' 
, ** It is for that very reason, si^/' returu* 
ed Henry, firmly, " that I d^esire to knovf 
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what' right he has to detain me without a 
legal warrant. Were he a civil officer of 
the Iaw> I should know my duty was sub^ 
mission." 

^ Your friend, here/* said Claverhouse 
to the veteran, coolly, ^^ is one of those 
scrupulous gentlemen, who, like the mad* 
roan in the play^ will not tie his cravat 
without the warrant of Mr Justice Over- 
db; but r^ill let him see, before we part» 
that my shoulder*knot is as legal a badge 
of authority as the mace of the Justiciary. 
So, waiving this discussion, you will be 
pleased, young man, to tell me directly 
when you saw Balfour of Biirley/^ 

'' As I know no right you have to ask 
such. a question, I decline, replying to it.'', 

^ You confessed to my serjeant/* said 
Chiverhouse, "that you saw and enter tain* 
ed him, knowing him to be an inter-com^ 
muned traitor ; why are you not so frank 
with me?'* 

•* Because,'' replied the prisoner, ** I 
presume you are, from education, taugh 
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to understand the rights upon which you 
seem disposed to trampte^ and I am wili^ 
ing you should be aware there are yet 
Scotsmen who can assert the liberties of 
Scotland.** 

^* And these supposed rights you would 
Vindicate with your sword^ I presume ?* 
Mid Colonel Grahame. 

** Were I armed as you are, and we were 
alone upon a hilKside, you should not ask 
me the question twice/' 

" It is quite enough,** answered Clavcr* 
house* calmly ; " your language corre« 
sponds with all I have heard of you ;- — but 
you are the son of a soldier, though a re- 
bellious one, and you shall not die the 
death of a dog ; I will save you that in- 
dignity/ 

** Die in what manner I may,** replied 
Morton, '' I will die like the son of a brar^ 
man ; and the ignominy you mention shall 
remain with those who shed innocent 
blood/' 

" Make your peace, then, with Heaven 



10 five minutes space.*— Bothwelly lead hitn 
down to the court-yard, and draw up your 
party." 

'■■ Tbe appalling nature of this conversa^ 
tion, and of its result/ struck the silence 
6i liorror into^ all but the speakers, fiutr 
now those who stood round broke forth 
itito clamour and expostulation. Old La- 
cly Margarej:, who, with all the prejudices 
of rank and party^ had not laid aside th« 
feelings of her sex^ was loud in her inters 
cessioifi 

** O, Colonel Grahame/* she exclaimed^ 
^ spare bis young blood ! Leave him to th« 
law — do not repay my hospitality by sbed^ 
ding men's blood on the threshold of my 
doors P 

" Colonel Grahame," said Major Bellen* 
den, ^* you must answer this violencCi 
Don't think, though I am old and fecklessi 
that my friend's son shall be murdered 
before niy eyes with impunity. I can find 
friends that shall make you answer iu'* 
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./'Be satisfied. Major BellendeQ, I will 
answer it/' replied Claverhouse^ totally uu* 
moved ; '^ and you^ madam, might apar^ 
me the pain of resisting this passionate 
intercession for a traitor, when you consi** 
der the noble blood your own house hfts 
lost by such as he is»'' 
, *' Colonel Grahame/' answered the lady, 
her aged frame trembling with anxiety, ** I 
leftve vengeance tp Qod| who c^Ul it his 
own* The shedding of this young man'n 
blood will not call back the lives that were 
dear to me ; and how can it comfort me to 
think that there has maybe been anothef 
widowed mother made childless, like mysel, 
by. a deed done at my very ddor-stane/* ,• 
^^ This is stark madness/' said Claver-^ 
house ; " I must <lo my duty to church 
and state. Here are a thousand villains 
hard by in open rebellion, and you a^k me 
to pardon a young fanatic who is enough 
of himself to set a whole kingdom in a 
blaz^ ! It cannot be-— remove him. Both-* 
weU/' 
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She wBo was iriott interested in this 
dreadfol decision, bad twice strove to 
speaky but her Voice bad totally failed her ; 
ber mind refused to suggest words and her 
tongue to utter them. She now sprung 
up and attempted to rush forward, but her 
strength gave way, and sh^ would have 
faUen flat upon the pavement had she not 
been caught by her attendiant. 

« Help,** cried Jenny,—" Help for God's 
sake ! my young lady is dying,* 
-At this exclamation, Evandale, who, du« 
ring the preceding part of the scene, had 
stood motionless, leaning upon his sword, 
now stepped forward, and said to bis 
commanding^officer, " Colonel Graham^ 
before proceeding in this matter, will you 
jpeak a word with me in private ?** 

Claverhouse looked surprised, but in« 
Mantly rose and withdrew with the young 
nobleman into a recess, where the follow* 
ing brief dialogue passed between them x 
: '* I think I need not remind you, eolo* 
nel, that when our family interest was of 
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service to you la&t }^ar in that affair ih^^the 
<pT\vy council, yoii considered yourself i% 
laid under some obligation to us ?" 
. ^^ Certainly, my dear £vandale/' answer' 
led Clavedfiouse,* ^' I am not a man who 
fDrgets such debts.; yt>u will delight ooe 
by shewing bow I can evince my grati- 
tude." 

" I will bold the debt cancelled if yoA 
will spare this yming man*s life." 

" EvanHale," replied Grahame, in great 

fliurprise, *^you are n)ad«-*»absolutely mad — 

What interest can you have in this young 

$pawn of an old roundhead ?-*^Hi8 father 

was positively the most dangerous man in 

dll Scotland, cool, resolute, soldierly, and 

indexible in his cursed principles. His 

son seems his v^ry model ; yon cannot 

^nceive the njischief he may do-*-rI know 

xnankind, £vandaie-*-were he an insignifi- 

-oant, fanatical^ country booby, do you 

think I would have refused such a trifte » 

-his life to Lady Margaret and this faintly ? 

But this is a lad of fire> zetil; and ednca 
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tion— -and these knaves want but such a 
leader to direct their blind enthusiastic har« 
diness. 1 mention this not as refusing your 
request, but to make you fully aware of the 
possible consequences — I will never evade 
a promise, or refuse to return an obliga« 
tion — If you ask his life, he shall have it." 
*^ Keep him close prisoner/^ answered 
Evandale, '^ but do i^ot be surprised if I 
persist in requesting you will not put him 
to death. I have most urgent reasons for 
what I ask/' 

** Be it so then," replied Grahame ;— r 
^^ but, young. man, should you wish in your 
future life to rise to eminence in the ser- 
vice of your king and country, let it be 
your first task to subject to the public in- 
terest, and to the discharge of your duty, 
your private passions, affections, and feel- 
ings. These are not times to sacrifice to 
the dotage of greybeards, or the tears of 
jiilly women, the measures of salutary se- 
verity, which the dangers around compel 
ua to adopt. And remember^ that if I aair 
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yield this point, in compliance with your 
urgency, my present concession must ex- 
empt me from future solicitations of the 
same nature." 

He then stepped forward to the table, 
and bent his eyes keenly on Morton, as if 
to observe what effect the pause of awful 
suspense between death and life, which 
seemed to freeze the by*standers with hor- 
ror, should produce upon the prisoner him* 
self. Morton maintained a degree of fifdi- 
ness, which nothing but a mind which had 
nothing left on earth to lovd, ot to hope^ 
could have supported at such a crisis. 

'^ You see him," said Claverhouse, in a 
half whisper to Lord £vandale, '^ he is 
tottering on the verge between time and 
eternity, a situation more appallitig thao 
the most hideous certainty i yet his is the 
only cheek unblenched, the only eye that 
is calm, the only heart that keeps its Usual 
time, the only nerves that are Hot Quiver- 
ing. Look at him \Vell, Evandale — If that 
man heads an army of rebels, you will 

8 
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have much to answer for on account of 
this morning's work." He then said aloud, 
" Young man, your life is for the present 
safe, through the intercession of your 
friends. — Remove him, Both well, and let 
him be properly guarded and brought 
ialong with the other prisoners.'* 
' ** If my life,*' said Morton, stung with 
4he idea that he owed his respite to the 
intercession of a favoured riv^U " if niy 
life be granted at Lord Evandale's re- 
quest"—— 

t- *^ Take the prisoner away. Both well," 
said Colonel Grahame, interrupting him ; 
^ I have neither time to make nor to heat 
fine speeches**' 

^ Bothwell forced off Morton, saying, as 
he conducted him into the court-yard, 
*' Have you three lives in your pocket, be- 
' sides the one in your body, my lad, that 
lyou can afford to let your tongue run away 
with them at this rate ? Come, come, I'll 
take care to keep you out of the Colonel's 
.way, for egad you will not be five minates 

VOL. II. p . 
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with him before the next tree or the next 
ditch will be the word. So, come along td 
your companions in bondage/' 

So sayings the Serjeant, who, in his rude 
manner, did not altogether want sympathy 
for a gallant young man, hurried Morton 
down to the court-yard, where three other 
prisoners (two men and W 'woman) who 
had been taken by Lord Evandale, remain^ 
ed under an escort of dragoons. 

Meaii time, Claverhouse took his leave 
of Lady Margaret. But it was difficult foe 
the good lady to forgive his neglect of her 
intercession. 

" I have thought till now/' she said, 
" that the Tower of Tillietudlem mifeht 
have been a place of succour to those that 
are ready to perish, even if they werena 
sae deserving as they should have been — 
but I see auld fruit has little savour — our 
suffering and our services have been of an 
ancient date.*' 

" They are never to be forgotten by me, 
let me assure your ladyship/' said Claver* 
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house* '' Nothing but what seemed my 
sacred duty could make me hesitate to 
grant a favour requested by you and the 
Major* Come, my good lady, let me hear 
you say you have forgiven me, and, as I 
return to-night, I wiir bring a drove of 
two hundred whigs with mey and pardon 
fifty head of them for your sake/' 

^' I shall be happy to hear of your suc- 
cess. Colonel/' said Major Bellenden; 
*^ but take an old soldier's advice, and 
spare blood when battle's over— and once 
more let me request to enter bail for 
young Morton/' 

" We will settle that when I return," 
said Claverhouse. ^^ Meanwhile, be as- 
sured his life shall be safe/' 

During this conversation, £vandale look* 
ed anxiously around for Edith ; but the 
precaution of Jenny Dennison had occa- 
sioned her mistress being transported to 
her own apartment. 

Slowly and heavily be obeyed the impa^* 
tient summons of Claverhouse, who, after 
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taking a courteous leave of. Lady Marga- 
ret and the Major, had hastened to the 
court-yatd* The prisoners with their 
guards were already on their march, and 
the officers with their escort mounted and 
followed. All pressed forward to over- 
take the main body, as it was supposed 
they would come in sight of the enemy in 
not more than two hours* 
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